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TO MY WIFE, 



MY CONSTANT COMPANION DURING THESE DAYS 



OF TROITBLE, THIS BOOK 



IS DEDICATED. 



PEEFACE. 



I HAVE been frequently asked to give an account of 
what I saw in and near Paris during the time of the 
Commune. My easiest answer is to reprint my 
letters written in March, April, May, and June, 
which have already appeared in the " Watchman 
AND Wesleyan Advertiser." 



4j, Rtie Roquepine^ Paris, 
Nov. nth, 1871. 
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/ 



7 



A 



Paris Aftei\^the Siege, 



4, Rue Roqu^pine, Paris, 

March 6, 1871. 

m 

As soon as I have a moment at leisure I fulfil 
my promise to give you an account of my journey to 
Paris. On reaching Boulogne I was not even asked 
to show my passport, I suppose because I was so un- 
mistakably English. Not finding a train to go on at 
once to Paris, I stayed at the Hotel Christol, and left 
Boulogne the next morning at nine o'clock. The 
train was quite fall, for the most part of people 
returning to their homes in Paris. As soon as we 
had fairly started, I looked about me to see who 
were my companions, and found a Frenchman and 
his wife returning to their home at Colombes, near 
Paris, a comical old French lady, a German who 
had lived in Englaud many years, and spoke English 
perfectly, a shfewd ScotSLa,' an A^trian lom 
Vienna, and a Prussian f^ur sangj who could speak 
French pretty well, and English badly. The French- 
man and his wife had lived at their house at Colombes 
all through the siege ; he had been in the National 
Guard, had been in the midst of the fighting at 
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AvTon, and tad taken part in the sortie of the 1 9th 
January, but had been in no special danger, his post 
being at Bezons, some little distance from the actual 
fighting. His bodily appearance did not indicate 
that he had suffered much, for he was fat and 
flourishing, but his wife looked as if she had known 
what it was to be put upon short rations. This 
quondam National Guard asserted that the world 
was making a retrogade movement, that the reign of 
brute force was returning, and that, in the point of 
view of civilization, the results of this war were most 
disastrous. All the nations of Europe would increase 
their armaments, and the time would be long de- 
ferred when Europe would become a community of 
nations in which international quarrels would be 
settled by arbitration and not by the sword. The 
queer old French dame declared that if the Hohen- 
zollem pretext had not come up, Bismark would 
have found some other excuse for going to war. 
All agreed in thinking the terms too hard, and that 
it was only a long armistice, not a peace. The 
German with an English look and an English tongue 
expressed a very strong opinion against the hardness 
of the terms, and so did the Scotchman. The Austrian 
said that the ex-Emperor, knowing the hatred against 
Prussia which existed in the South German side, 
hoped to have enlisted them on his side ; but the 
South German States knew that if they sided with 
France their territory would have been the seat of 
war, and their land would have been laid waste and 
their towns destroyed, and they were not anxious 
for that ; and besides, they remembered the days of 
Napoleon I., and therefore had decided to fight with 
Prussia against France. The Prussian f'pur sangj 
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maintained a judicious silence on all political ques- 
tions, and only talked when general topics were 
discussed. He was on his way back to Paris, where 
he had been for some years in business. He knew 
his path would not be mad^ easier in Paris by de- 
claring himself a German, so intended to keep silence 
and not uselessly declare his nationality. There 
was nothing different from ordinary times in the 
railway journey as far as Noyelles, where we first 
caught sight of the spiked helmets, and were made 
to feel that the line from this point was in the pos- 
session of the Germans. At Abbeville there were 
i:iumbers of German soldiers. Indeed, there are three 
thousand quartered in the town. The black and 
white (Prussian) flag was suspended in the middle 
of the station, and all betokened a thorough German 
occupation. The querulous old lady interjected, 
'' Cela me fait mal^^ declared that the Germans were 
savages, true Visigoths, and like all those people of 
the North. She made, however, the amende honorable 
soon afterwards, for she added that she understood 
they had behaved very well at Abbeville. At Amiens 
the buffet was not open, and it was a poor look-out 
for those who had not been thoughtful enough to 
bring provisions with them. A few eatables were 
sold at the buvette, but they were terribly dear. 
Our thrifty Scotchman had to pay 2f. 50c. for a 
skinny leg of fowl, a piece of bread, and half-a-bottle 
of vin ordinaire. The station was filled with Prus- 
sian soldiers ; and the platform was made the scene 
of much excitement by the fact of some travellers 
being turned out of the train to make room for some 
German soldiers. Our ladies expressed themselves 
more strongly about this than all the other miseries 
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and humiliatioiis of the war. At last we were at 
Creil, and found the station hung with garlands and 
Prussian flags, and almost covered with evergreens 
to celebrate the victory of the Germans ! Leaving 
Creil (one of the places on the Paris Circuit plan), 
we found we were going not by Chantilly, but 
on the Pontoise line, and soon saw the reason in the 
broken railway bridge over the Oise. Wearing 
Pontoise, we saw many proofs of the devastations 
caused by war in gutted or pillaged houses. At 
Pontoise we were informed by a railway oflBicial 
that we must all get out of the carriages, that we 
should have to wjdl: along the temporary bridge over 
the Oise, and should find a train awaiting us at the 
other side of the river. So we quickly descended, 
took our portmanteau or carpet bag in hand, and 
walked on the planks over the river, the water 
rolling close under our feet. 'Twas a sight to be 
remembered, that procession across the Oise. On 
the other side I got into a carriage with two Prussian 
officers, fine-looldng men, who sat mute for some 
time, but at last drew out their beautifully-executed 
maps of the environs of Paris, and asked in broken 
French where Ermont, the station at which we were 
now stopping, was to be found on their maps. We 
were soon at St. Denis, where the Prussian officers 
quitted the train. The St. Denis station was literally 
crowded with Prussian soldiers. Passing the town, 
we had a good opportunity of witnessing the havoc 
made by the bombardment : houses roofless, or the 
roofs broken in several places ; a great factory gutted, 
the new Catholic church much injured, and a scaf- 
folding at the side of the tower of the cathedral for 
repairs to the fine old pile, where all the old kings 
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of France used to lie, each in his own house* Pass- 
ing the desolate zone and the fortifications, we were 
soon at the Gare du Nord. But instead of finding 
the asphalted area full of cabs, as before the siege, 
there were only three or four cabs and three omni-. 
buses, and they were all engaged. Outside the 
station, however, I was fortunate enough to find a 
voiture de remise^ which soon conveyed me to Kue 
Eoqu^pine. 

I am thankful to say none of our chapels have 
been in the least injured during the siege. Even 
Asniferes, which has been under the fire of Mont 
Val^rien, and half-way between the German battery 
at Argenteuil and the North of Paris, has not been 
damaged externally. Yesterday, being so few, we 
met in the minister's house. Five were present, 
two of them strangers from London. The three who 
have been in Paris throughout the siege, were full 
of expressions of thankfulness to God for his care 
over them. They were all well, and had been so 
throughout the whole time, though at times weak 
through want of sufficient nourishment. One cause 
of thankfulness was that they had the provisions 
which I had laid in for the siege, without which 
they would have been reduced to great straits. 

I have this day taken a general view of some of 
the principal parts of Paris, and find them less 
changed than I anticipated. The trees both in the 
Boulevards and the Champs Elys^es are much as 
they were. Very few have been cut down. The 
gardens of the Tuileries are artillery barracks ; the 
statue representing Strasburg is covered with fiags 
and garlands, as it was before the siege, but they are 
dirty and faded. It is also covered with faded im- 
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mortelles. Each statue in the Place de la Concorde 
had a black covering over the face, that they might 
not appear to look on the Prussians when they were 
in the city last week. In the Eu^ de Eivoli, the 
Eue Eoyale, and Boulevards the one great change 
is the want of carriages, cabs, &c., in the streets. 
In the Eue St. Honor^ at one o'clock I could not 
see, looking down from the comer of the Eue Eoyale, 
a single wheeled vehicle. The Mobiles are begin- 
ning to leave Paris. I was aroused at five o'clock 
this morning by the rappel. What was it ? Not, I 
am thankful to say, the usual call to revolution, but 
simply a call to the Mobiles to get ready to start, an 
announcement which would give great joy to the 
inhabitants of this quarter on whom they have been 
biUeted. 



4, Eue Eoqu^pine, Paris, 

March 7, 1871. 

I cannot find words to express the gratitude of 
our people here for the provisions sent from the 
Mission-house, as soon as the way to Paris was open, 
which arrived,most opportunely. The French services 
in this chapel have never been interrupted^ and on two 
or three special occasions the chapel was crowded. 
I have this day been to Asnieres. The chapel itself 
has not been injured in the least. The depredations 
committed in the interior — ^the forcing open of doors, 
the injury done to the harmonium, the wrenching 
off the box for contributions at the door, and 
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other acts of wanton mischief, are what might 
have been anticipated. As I left the train numbers 
of German soldiers were mounting to go on to Yer- 
sailles, generally choosing the upper portion of the 
carriages, to get, I suppose, a better view. To go 
to Asnifereeryou must now take the Yersailles train, 
not, as fonierly, the St. Germain line. No trains 
as yet are advertised to go to St. Germain, and only 
five trains in the day to Yersailles, instead of, as 
before, every hour. The trains consist almost ex- 
clusively of second class carriages, the first class 
having doubtless been appropriated to the use of 
'' ces Messieurs y^^ the term by which some French- 
men, whether in anger or otherwise it is hard to tell, 
invariably speak of the Prussians. I walked through 
the village of Asnieres, making my way along the 
Eue St. Denis, and returning by the Quai de Seine 
on the banks of the river. But few of the inhabi- 
tants of Asniferes have returned to their houses. 
There are many signs of both French and German 
occupation — ^broken windows,* palings and hedges 
partly destroyed, dilapidated gardens. German 
names were here and there chalked on the walls of 
the houses. . I entered one house which had been 
the peaceful and happy abode of our Asniferes chapel 
steward before the siege, and found it the home of 
filth, the precious legacy of the Mobiles. The Ger- 
mans have nearly all quitted Asniferes to-day. One 
good man with a " Eed" cap, after diligently sweep- 
ing out his house, was making a bonfire in the street 
of the debris left by " ces Messieurs. ^^ On nearing 
the bridge, or rather what was the Asniferes bridge, 
I saw the broken piers projecting from the water, 
the rest, except the remnants of some of the arches, 
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beinff all destroyed. Pity that the French should 
thenSelves have committed so much useless injury 
to their own property ! In Paris the word 
"Ambulance" still meets you in every direction. 
Private houses by scores and several ho^j^ still dis- 
. play the flag with the red cross. Part;:4JR;he West- 
em Eailway Station is also still so empKrj^d. I find 
more dogs than I expected, and fancy that dog's- 
flesh eating, like the Irishman's fast horse, existed 
more in imagination than reality. True, the poor 
brutes, like too many poor human creatures, look 
dreadfully thin, but their number seems to me not 
much diminished by the siege. Although there is 
now gas in the streets, it is as yet but a flicker com- 
pared with the brilliant lighting of Paris as it used 
to be. Coals^e stiU scarce and_dear. Our coal 
merchant,^ as a^pecial favour, go t us som e two days 
ago, and was obliged to charge eighty fremcs per ton. 
Provisions are now plentiful and cheap^l)ut people 
have no money to buy, aU indust ry havi ng been for 
so long jat a stand-still. The labouring merTaxeweak, 
and unequal to hard^odfly toflr ThelJoalmMTw^^ 
used to think nothing of shouldering a sack of coals, 
now shrink from carrying a load to the third or 
fourth story. Caricatures of the ex-Emperor meet 
you in nearly every shop-window, and caricatures 
4rf the Emperor of Germany, and Bismarck also 
abound. The general talk is — ^all these disasters 
are owing to the Emperor Napoleon. Some of the 
National Guard, without venturing to flx any blame 
on him, say that twenty years was quite long enough 
to reign, and now they wanted sometlung else ! 
This Paris is a wonderftdly buoyant place. Every- 
thing is returning to its normal condition. This 



THE SIEGE. 15 

" return of peace" is like the return of spring after 
a hard winter. 

March 8, Evening. 

I have T\™in most interesting day. Went to the 
Chemin de I^ de 1' Quest to go by an early train to 
Versailles. When I asked for a ticket for Versailles 
I was asked if I had a special ^'laissez passer ;^^ and, 
as I had not, could be booked no further than 
Viroflay. My compartment was quite full, and in 
a short time I heard no little vituperation vented 
against the Prussians. One woman next to me 
came from a village three miles beyond Versailles. 
They had Prussians quartered upon them at^ the 
beginning of the sie^e, and they had been there ever 
since, never haraig, been engaged in flghtmg,'but 
in ^~^eatmg^ drinking,^ and dnlling." As we passed 
along we saw many houses almost entirely destroyed. 
At Viroflay I set off to walk to Versailles. At last 
I came to the great gates at the entrance of the town. 
A great number of people were assembled outside 
the gate, but no one was allowed to enter without a 
" lassez passer?^ Some German soldiers formed the 
guard to see that no one entered to whom permission 
had not been given, and a little man in Prussian 
uniform who could speak French was examining the 
papers. As the crowd were beginning to push him, 
the little official screamed out for two of the Land- 
wehr. My passport, which had fortunately been 
vise by the Prussian Consul in London, got me 
easily through, and I began at my leisure to walk 
along the Grand Avenue leading towards the Palace. 
Now a few spiked helmets passed, now a German 
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officer on horseback, and now, as I neared the centre 
of the town, twenty or thirty iron boats for making 
pontoon bridges, placed keel upwards, each drawn 
by six horses, crossed the road, probably beginning 
their journey back to Germany. I had now before 
me the front of the Palace, and there was floating 
over iiie centre of the Palace of the Grand Monarque 
the Prussian flag ! Under the shade of this emblem 
of foreign dominion were the statues of the cele- 
brated French generals, and the equestrian statue 
of Louis XIV. In the restaurant of the Hotel de 
la France, I met several Prussian officers, some of 
them evidently of high rank. In the open space in 
front of the palace were arranged great numbers of 
field guns. On the walls of the houses were an- 
nouncements printed in French, and German. I 
passed into the gardens. Groups of Prussians were 
scattered here and there admiring the beauty of the 
place. From Versailles I took train to St. Cloud. 
The houses at St. Cloud are nearly all destroyed. 
Some beautiful villas which I have often observed 
with admiration, but the interior of which I never 
hoped to see, are completely gutted. I made my 
way to Montretout to see the German redoubt, and 
to witness the scene of the struggle during the sortie 
of January 19. Ascending the hill I came to places 
where the road had been barricaded with earthworks, 
surmbimted by strong boughs of trees — German out- 
posts these to prevent the advance of the French to 
the redoubt. At last I was in the centre of the 
redoubt. Wonderfully strong earthworks, deep 
trenches, and rough stone-work covered with iron 
bars, surmounted by thick layers of earth to protect 
the artillerymen, are the chief features of the place. 
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From Montretout you gain a good view of VaMrien. 
Descending I had a good opportunity of seeing 
German soldiers at drill. It was wonderful to see 
the simultaneous agility with which they instant- 
aneously obeyed the word of command. Eeturning 
to St. Cloud, I passed through the Eue d'Orleans, 
a terrible scene of devastation, and at last made my 
way to the Palace. It is a complete wreck, most 
piteous to behold — only the bare walls standing. 
I walked through those once magnificent apartments, 
now an utter ruin. Frenchmen were everywhere 
loud in execrating the Prussians, though Val^rien 
is accountable for nearly all the damage done at St. 
Cloud. As I returned to Paris I had three Prussian 
officers in the compartment with me, and I got into 
conversation with them. I told one of them I 
thought they had demanded too much indemnity. 
His reply was, " The expenses of the war." 

We had a delightful service at the Eue Eoqu^pine 
this evening. There were not many present, not 
more than seven, and we had the class meeting 
afterwards. From the funds placed^at my disposal 
to help the suflterers in ~Taris," Twas aTJe To "relieve 
one poor wonian _whoTs in the greatest poverty and 
distress as the result of the siege, and whose stepson 
died yesterday in the Tiospital. She will thus be 
enabled to give him a decent burial. Many blessings 
are invoked on English people for their generous 
charity in this crisis of need. There is still much 
misery, and I venture to make an appeal to British 
ChristMins for additional help for the relief of their 
brethren in Paris and throughout France. 

I hear on every hand of sufferings endured 
through the siege, and iuvariably as among the very 
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severest sufferings I hear enumerated the having to 
form queue at four o'clock in the winter mornings 
and wait at the doors of the butchers' shops till ten 
or eleven o'clock to get the small ration of meat. 
Some of the shops are beginning to get gas, and I 
suppose soon we shall have it again in the private 
houses. 

Thursday, March 9. 

This morning I had a visit from a contractor 
(entrepreneur de magonneriej^ an honest, respectable 
Frenchman, who has a real home in Paris, with 
twelve children about him, and his opinion was that 
the misfortunes to France were to be traced to these 

fmjr pmifiPS--^i:~'WflTiT:of >p1igioiia faith. 2. "B^aujt 

ofrespect for authority, 3. Want of a spirit to work. 
XrWj^jxt of Tn(;d^^showu in a. spirit of hoa«tfiiT- 

ness and, vainglory . For himself he felt that France 
had been unfortunate, but he did not feel humiliated. 
They had been pursuing their peaceable occupations, 
and had been all at once, without any wish on their 
part, plunged into war. What they wanted now 
was to set to work, and to be content to work, and 
things would right themselves. 

I have spent a portion of to-day in pastoral visit- 
ation. The two or three members of my flock now 
in Paris live at great distances from each other, and 
each one had much to say. All were thankful for 
their portion of the provisions, which, being dis- 
tributed on Jan. 31, were wortii at that time more 
than gold. All had attended our French Methodist 
services at the Eue Koqu^pine. Their faith had 
never failed, even at the darkest times of the siege, 
and the way in which their wants had been supplied 



THE SIEGE. 10 

had sometimes seemed to them almost miraculous. 
When the camion first sounded they were inclined 
to tremble, but gradually they became accustomed 
to it, until at last they were uneasy if they did not 
hear it, for the great noise, and the shaking of win- 
dows, &c., was from the forts, and when it ceased 
they feared something dreadful was going to happen. 
In my walks I passed the Pare Monceaux. The 
gates were kept by National Guards, and inside the 
principal entrance were rows of French cannon. 
Beyond the second railing were French soldiers 
with their tents, &c. It afforded me great pleasure 
to find that none of the noble trees of the Park have 
been cut down. Some of the smaller ones may have 
disappeared, but they can be easily replaced. I made 
my way also to the Jardin des Plantes, and expected 
to find it comparatively a desert. What was my 
surprise, then, to find all the animals in their places 
just as before the siege. There was the huge ele- 
phant pushing out his great trunk beyond the bars 
of his enclosure, the lubberly hippopotamus lying 
flat on the ground, the scaly rhinoceros opening wide 
his mouth as usual, to receive contributions of bread 
or any eatables ; the lions, panthers, tigers, &c., all 
pacing their dens, and looking as sleek as if nothing 
extraordinary had been transpiring. I suppose I 
must now believe that all the animals one read of as 
being killed and eaten were from the " Jardin d'Ac- 
climatation," and not from the Jardin des Plantes. 
In the principal streets to-day were vast assemblages 
of the Moblots, who are just about to leave Paris to 
return to their homes. Several of the streets in 
Paris are losing their old names— for example, Eue 
de Berlin is to be Eue Eichard Wallace, to perpetu- 
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ate the memory of the munificent charity of onr 
countryman; and the Eue d'Allemagne is to 
be Eue de la Eevanche ! Everybody says this peace 
is but a truce. " Ce rHest qtHune treve^'^ you hear 
on every hand. Nearly all the ladies are dressed in 
halfmoUing. How L the daughters of France 
be merry when their country is in sorrow ? Th^ 
general opinion of Parisians is that the German 
entry into Paris was a foolish thing, and that it only 
deepened the resentment of France^ j If the reasOTf 
is given that it was important to let Paris know she 
was beaten, the reply is that the sober people knew 
too well that France was under the foot of the con- 
queror, and that nothing will convince the mob of 
Belleville. Some are of opinion that Prussia will 
yet have reason to regret the 1st of March, 1871. 
Various placards are to be seen on the walls. One 
at the Mairie, BatignoUes, exhorted to contribute 
towards a general subscription so as to raise the 
amoimt of the indemnity at once, and thus get rid 
of the invader. Another, headed " Ligue Anti- 
Prusmnne^'^ strongly advised all employers of labour 
to refuse any application made by a German belong- 
ing to the States that have made war with France, 
and in case any Prussian should re-open his house 
of business, that no Frenchman should ever cross its 
threshold. lu their jpresent temper Parisians can- 
not be made to understand that this is a suicidal 
policy. 

Paris is now assuming its former brilliant ap- 
pearance at night. In side streets the dim petroleum 
lamps may stfll be seen, but in all the principal 
thoroughfares the gas supply is the same as it was 
before the beginning of the siege. 
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CIYIL WAE IN PAEIS. 

4, Eue Eoqu^pine, March 10, 1871. 

I managed to secure a voiture this morning, and 
drove to Belleville. All was quiet. I then made 
my way to Montmartre, to the very top of the hill. 
Some of the " Eeds" of the National Guard have 
taken possession of this elevated ground, and have 
cannons and other munitions of war. I could not 
gain admission. The National Guard at the entrance 
had orders to let no one pass. He said, however, 
that he would call the corporal, which he did, but 
the corporal could not let me pass without an order 
from a superior officer. Through the doorway, 
however, I_Baw4iilfis ofL^hdls. jeady^tft be,1a.unched 
upon Pms,^ tf t% pcca,sion .s]^^ The os- 

tensihle-xeason^of the_fQrtifying of this height was 
to oppose the entr y of the Pr iigsiansriiutrnow ",!^^ 
withstandmg the central Eepublican autiiority^tibsae 
^' Eeds^' hold Montmartre. Most people say that 
rather than "miake them conspicuous by opposing 
them the Government mean to let this thing die out 
by its own intrinsic weakness and folly. My cab- 
man was a true Parisian. '' We were sold,. we wfire 
not beaten !" "On Sunday week there was great 
agitation all along this district from .Belleville to 
Montmartre. The Prussians heard of it, and dare 
not come in, as they intended, on Monday !" At 
the extremity of one of the streets at Montmartre I 
saw the remnants of a barricade, the large paving 
stones all torn up, and all made ready to form in a 
short time an impassable barrier. In the exterior 
Boulevards all the way from Belleville to Batig- 
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noUes were long lines of sheds for the lodging of 
those Mobiles who were not billeted on the houses. 
But they are all preparing to quit Paris shortly, and 
these sheds will soon be taken down. By the cir- 
cular railway I have also to-day been all round Paris, 
starting at the Avenue de Clichy and going round 
by Charonne, Eap^e Bercy, and Point du Jour to 
the Gare St. Lazare. The line for the greater part 
of the distance (twenty miles) follows the fortifica- 
tions. I had a good view of the works constructed 
during the siege. Wherever there was a wall near 
the fortifications it was pierced with loopholes 
through which to fire upon the enemy. As we 
neared Point du Jour I saw some of the effects of 
the bombardment. The roof of one large building 
had been smashed in two or three places. I scarcely 
recognised Auteuil, with nearly all the trees of the 
Bois cut down. Placards are posted at the Mairies, 
exhorting the people of Paris to betake themselves 
to their ordinary work. 

March 11. 

A day at St. Denis. I was anxious to see what 
had become of our preaching-place at St. Denis, so 
I made my way thither by the 11.25 train. There 
are only five trains in a day now to St. Denis, in- 
stead of one every hour, as before the siege. As I 
came out of the station I found that a regiment of 
Prussian soldiers was marching through the town. 
I walked alongside as far as the Cathedral, and from 
the steps had a good view of the soldiers as they 
marched along. First came the artillery, then the 
infantry, next the ambulance waggons and men 
with the red cross on the right arm ; tiien the cavalry, 
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then another company of men with the red cross 
and ambulance waggons. Just what one has read 
is their order of battle is their order of march. It 
was very exciting to see the whole street as far as 
the eye could reach bristling with bayonets, to hear 
the German martial music and the soldiers singing 
" Die Wacht am Ehein." As soon as the regiment 
had passed I took at my leisure a careful survey of 
the exterior of the Cathedral, to see what damage 
had been done. Part of the beautiful parapet on 
the north side has disappeared, several bits of the 
exquisite stonework of the fine old building and a 
portion of the roof of one of the towers have been 
destroyed, and the figure of St. Denis on the gable 
at the western end has had its head knocked off ! 
I tried to gain access to the interior of the Cathe- 
dral,' but German sentries would not let me pass ; 
So I went to the German head-quarters in the Eue 
de la Boulangerie and got a pass to enter. Very 
little damage has been done to the interior, possibly 
because the walls were covered with sandbags. One 
bomb entered and carried away a comer of one of 
the monuments. Otherwise no damage has been 
done. I wandered about as I listed, without guar- 
dien, in this wonderful edifice, and saw more of the 
tombs of the kings that I had ever seen before. 
From the Cathedral I hastened to see our little place 
of worship in the factory now belonging to Thomp- 
son Frferes, but formerly leased by Mr. Isaac Holden. 
As I neared the place I found everywhere marks of 
terrible destruction. Scarcely a single house which 
had not received one or two bombs. Some were 
completely riddled. At last I came near the Double 
Couronne and turned to the right along the route 
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de Gonesse and was soon in our old preaching place. 
What was my sorrow to find that the walls were 
shattered, the roof riddled, and the floor partly 
ploughed up. Three shells had burst in the room 
where for five or six years we have held services 
since the present occupants have been in possession, 
and where for eleven years, while Mr. Holden was 
tenant, Methodist services were regularly held. An 
old attendant at the services made his appearance 
and took me over the factory. The walls were 
pierced in all directions, rafters carried away and 
beams broken. In one of the apartments adjoining 
the factory, formerly occupied by Mr. Holden's 
family, a woman was killed on the spot, while in 
the act of dressing, by the very first shell that was 
sent into St. Denis. In one part of the factory I 
saw a pile of shells two feet high, all of which had 
been found within the building. From the upper 
windows of the factory I distinctly saw Le Bou^get, 
where so many skirmishes occurred. I went next 
to the Protestant establishment in the Avenue 
Benoit, consisting of chapel, day-schools, and 
pastor's house. The school escaped injury ; but M. 
Saglier, the pastor, told me that one shell had fallen 
in his house and three in the chapel, completely 
destroying the left-hand gallery. In returning to 
the station I looked into the new Catholic Church, 
and counted thirteen holes in the roof. It is said 
that it was struck by no fewer than fifty bombs. 
Prussian soldiers were to be seen all over the town 
of St. Denis, making the people feel that they 
were conquered, and yet generally conducting them- 
selves well. 
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4, Eue Eoqu^pine, Paris, 

March 17, 1871. • 

A few days ago I visited the battle-field of 
Champigny. We formed a party of five, and 
started early in the morning, so as to have the day 
before us. One of our number was Mr. Seheffer, 
the young French minister who remained m *Paiis 
throughout the siege, had witnessed from a distance 
the battle of Champigny, and after the battle had 
helped to carry away the Prussian and French 
wounded. We made our way along the line of the 
Boulevards to the Bastille. The red flag was 
floating from the top of the column of July, and 
the lower portion of the column was decorated with 
tricolour flags and immortelles. Having some time 
to wait for a train on the Vincennes Eailway, we 
strolled into the Fanbourg St. Antoine, partly to 
show the strangers in our party the scene of former 
revolutions, and partly to see if all was now quiet 
in the chosen home of the ouvriers. All is peaceful 
enough now, but who will say what may soon tran- 
spire ? With the emblem of " Eed" Eepublicanism 
floating over our heads in antagonism to the powers 
that be, we may well be said to be living on the side 
of a volcano. 

By the rail we soon reached Joinville. On our 
way from the station to the bridge over the Mame 
we passed some German soldiers packing their knap- 
sacks and getting all in readiness for their march 
homewards. They were from the duchy of Baden, 
and had been stationed at a post three miles further 
from Paris, the Wurtembergers having occupied 
Joinville. They were '' heartily tired of the war^ 
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and were anxious to get home.'^ We had now 
arrived at the temporary bridge, the entrance of 
which was guarded by a little Bayarian, who con- 
trasted both in stature and bearing with the fine 
and portly Prussians whom we had seen north of 
Paris. Walking on the main road ftx)m Joinville to 
Champigny, towards the crest of the hill where the 
battle raged most fiercely, we saw the first sign of a 
recent fight, shortly after leaving the Mame, in the 
skeleton of a horse left to bleach in the sun. Mr. 
Scheffer told us he had seen several horses completely 
demolished in an incredibly short space of time. 
The soldiers surrounded the fallen horses, and, after 
flaying them, each cut a piece from the carcass to 
supply his own need, and so in a few minutes the 
bones were left clean. Some carcasses were taken 
back to Paris to increase the supply of horse-flesh 
in the city. 

Ah wo passed on evidences of a severe struggle 
were plentiful enough. Not a house that had not 
b(um almost demolished, not a wall unpierced with 
holes for musketry fire. We could generally dis- 
tinHpnish the houses and gardens which had been 
hold by the French from those held by the Germans, 
tlu^ hole made by the French being generally round, 
that by the Germans a mere slit in the wall broaden- 
ing outwards. We now reached the village of 
(Jhampigny, a mere mass of ruins. One poor woman 
just returning to her house was regarding with 
mingled grief and despair the wreck of her former 
dwelling, and told us that she and her husband had 
put their all into the building of this house, and 
now they were left houseless and without resources. 
A strong barricade, now broken through the middle, 
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had been thrown across the street of Champigny. 
On each side of this barricade were carts piled with 
beds, bedding, chairs, tables, &c., the household 
effects of families returning to their homes. Turn- 
ing from this street to the left, we were soon, under 
the guidance of Mr. Scheffer, upon the actual 
battle-field. " Along this path I and another car- 
ried a wounded ^Prussian officer. He was so heavy 
that we almost fainted under the load. As we bore 
him along on the litter he said, ' Cela ne vaut pas la 
peine? (It is not worth the trouble.) Having 
placed him in the ambulance, we returned to the 
field. It was now dark, but, stumbling over the 
stiffened corpses, we could hear, in a tone weak and 
tremulous, 'blessS^ (wounded). We succeeded in 
picking up thirty or forty French soldiers who had 
been wounded at break of day, and had been lying 
on the cold damp ground all day without anyone 
coming near to bind up their wounds." [li will be 
remembered that this battle of Champigny was on 
the occasion of the famous sortie made by Ducrot 
on the 30th November to 2nd December, when he 
led out his troops to the war-cry, '^ Dead or vic- 
torious."] Advancing along the rising ground, we 
came to a house completely riddled with shot and 
shell. The proprietor, who was hard at work put- 
ting it into repair, had been in the engagement, and 
gave us some particulars as to the principal points 
of the combat. We were soon at one of the Prus- 
sian batteries, left just as it was when the Prussians 
were here, mirms the great guns which had dealt 
such havoc on the environs of the great city which, 
grand and beautiful, loomed in the distance in front 
of us. There was Fort Nogent, yonder Eosny, still 
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further to the right the plateau of Avron. When 
we could withdraw our gaze from these distant ob- 
lects, we saw that the sTound at our feet was strewn 
with k^pi., some of them shot through, showing 
how fierce had been the fight on this very spot. We 
now pursued our way over wild fields, dotted here 
and there with clumps of trees, the- ground still 
rising. The whole field was completely covered 
with the remnants of cartridges, bullets were plenti- 
fully strewn on the ground, and here and there 
were holes in the mould made by the falling and 
explosion of a shell, in other instances a round 
hole only betokened that the shell had entered and 
without exploding had buried itself in the soil. I 
need not add that we refrained from meddling with 
the beds these bombs had made for themselves in 
the earth, lest we should add the necessary percus- 
sion and be ourselves blown into the air ! Sad in- 
deed was it, as we wandered about, to see the graves 
of both French and Prussian soldiers. A little en- 
closure surrounded with stones and containing 
three crosses attracted us. On one was written, in 
German, '' Here Hes — — , died Dec. 2, 1870." A 
similar inscription on a second cross — a young Prus- 
sian officer just twenty years old. On the third 
cross was an inscription, b^t a white foulard was 
wrapped around it, as though to say, " Touch me 
not." Further on we saw on a large cross, " Here 
lie fifty Frenchmen." Two others with " Here lie 
twenty-five Frenchmen," " Here lie fifteen French- 
men." We went to another mound which we saw 
in the distance. The mould had been just thrown 
over the body, but not sufficiently to cover the 
lower part of one limb, or the shoulder, covered 
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with the soldier's coat, of the left arm. Such the 
unlettered grave of an iincoffined Prussian soldier. 
We had seen enough, and returned with saddened 
hearts to JoinviUe. On reaching the Place de la 
Bastille we found it filled with an excited crowd. 
There had been a fracas in a neighbouring wine- 
shop, and some National Guards were conducting 
all the offenders towards the guard-house. 

March 18. 
This day (Saturday) has been a day of great 
excitement in Parip. Having occasion to go to the 
Northern Bailway Station at six o'clock this morning, 
I heard the National Guards in all directions beat- 
ii^g the rappel^ and knew something must be brew- 
ing. YQung Bostan (son of the Alpine missionary) 
who came over with 300 young Frenchmen from 
America at the outbreak of the war to fight his 
country's battles, and was in the middle of the 
fight at Montretout ou Jan. 19, went to Montmartre 
and found what was the cause of the tumult. The 
Government having determined on strong mea- 
sures to quell the insurgents at Montmartre and 
take away their gannon, there had been a struggle in 
the streets. Eostan saw one officer of the gens d* 
armes carried away dead, and another officer with 
his face much battered, ajod a poor woman shot acci- 
dentally in the street carried away dead. All Paris 
was speedily in a tumult, and has remained so all 
day. Going along the Boulevards, I saw numbers 
of National Guards, disarmed troops of the line 
sauntering along, knots of people at the comers of 
the streets. I found that the Boulevards omni- 
buses did not give eorrespondance along any of the 
onmibus lines in the direction of Montmartre, Belle- 
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ville, or Menilmontant, which was ominous. Ar- 
rived at the place de la Bastille, I found the whole 
square lined with troops. Turning into the Fau- 
bourg St. Antoine I observed that all the shops 
were shut. By-and-bye our omnibus driver wheeled 
round the omnibus, and went back by the same road 
that he came. One of the large postal omnibuses 
f Administration des PostesJ did the same thing. 
The turn in the street soon revealed the cause. 
There was a barricade just thrown up, and men 
were still at work with pickaxes tearing up the 
paving-stones, and throwing them on the barricade. 
The foot passengers were returning on the cause- 
way. '^ On ne passe pas " was heard on every 
hand, so I turned back too. The Boulevards, as I 
returned, were in a state of the greatest excitement, 
and so they were this afternoon. They say that 
the troops of the line are fraternising with the 
National Guard — i.e. that part of it opposing the 
Government and determining to keep possession of 
the cannons. How the thing will end it is difl&cult 
to say. Two proclamations of the Government, 
signed by Thiers and the other members of the 
Government, have been placarded on the walls of 
Paris, one early in the morning announcing their 
determination to put down the disturbances at Mont- 
martre and elsewhere, and exhorting the people to 
work and quietness; and the second, at three 
o'clock this afternoon, assuring the Parisians that 
they were not preparing a coup d ^etat I 

9 p.m. — Our quarter is quiet, but National Guards 
and gens d^armes are patrolling, and a line of National 
Guards is keeping the approaches of the Place Yen- 
dfime. 
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11 p.m. — ^We hear the roll of cannon, but hope, 
nevertheless, to sleep in peace. 



4, Eue Eoqu^pine, Paris, 

March 20, 1871. 

Paris could hardly be said to be " agitated " yester- 
day as it was on Saturday, for all the population 
in the city, the National Guards included, seemed 
to be giving themselves up to enjoyment, the people 
promenading as usual on Sunday, and the National 
Guards marching along the middle of the streets. 
Indeed, all had a complete holiday air. Preceding 
most of the battalions of the National Guards were 
young women (one to each battalion) dressed in. 
k^pi and Bloomer costume, with a small cask sus- 
pended by a strap fluug over the shoulders. The 
Place Yendome was filled with the National Guards, 
who had possession of the Ministere de Justice et des 
Cultes. A barricade of paving-stones, with two 
box-seats of carriages thrown on the top, prevented 
access to the square in front of the Hotel de Yille 
from the Eue de Eivoli. A similar barricade thrown 
across the Avenue Victoria prevented access in that 
direction. A great crowd pressed along the Eue de 
Eivoli and the Avenue Victoria up to these barri- 
cades ; but none, except the National Guard, was 
allowed to pass by the narrow opening in the middle 
of the baricade, which was most stnctly guarded. 
The square in front of the Hotel de Ville was filled 
with National Guards, who seemed to have nothing 
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to do but enjoy themselves in the bright sun. The 
omnibus traffic was suspended. It was quite a 
strange sight to look along the whole line of the 
Boulevard des Capucines and Italiens from the 
comer of the Madeleine, and, with the exception of 
one or two cabs, not to see a single wheeled vehicle, 
and this at half-past four o'clock on Sunday after- 
noon, when the Boulevards are usually so crowded 
with omnibuses and carriages of every description. 
The asphalted causeways, however, were crowded 
enough. Very blessed was the contrast from the 
scenes outside presented by our quiet sanctuary. 
Both the services were better attended than could 
have been expected. 

To-day in our quarter the city presents a quiet 
appearance, but I am told that at Batignolles there 
is a good deal of excitement. When I went to the 
post-office near the Madeleine thi^ morning one of 
the officials asked, '' What do they think of us in 
your country ? " and added, " O^est comique ; un 
nouveau Governement ehaque jourP On Saturday 
the red flag was no longer on the top of the column 
of July, but it now floats over tl^e great clock in the 
centre of the Hotel de Ville. The Eevolutionary 
Conunittee has issued several proclamations. Most 
of the shops are shut, and business is almost at a 
standstill. Two generals, Clement Thomas and 
Lecomte, were shot at Montmartre on Saturday 
afternoon. 

Monday Evening, March 20, 1871. 

The barricades are stiU kept around the Hotel de 
Yille, and the centre of the Place de I'Hotel de Ville 
is filled with cannon. The " C^tral Comniittee" 
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has, however, issued no more proclamations, but this 
evening a placard is posted on the walls, signed by 
Louis Blanc and others, announcing that two points 
will be considered : (1) the appointment of officers 
of the National Guard, and (2) the election of ^he 
municipal council by all the citizens. Here is a 
conversation between two women standing on a 
bench and looking over the barricade into the Place 
de I'Hotel de Ville. '' And those two officers who 
ordered the soldiers to fire." " Yes, and it served 
them right, they paid for it with their life." " And 
that Trochu, who's he ? Such villany, to feed us 
with that wretched straw, and have all the while 
stores of provisions hidden away." 

March 21, 5 p.m. 

Paris is much quieter to-day — ^no marching of 
troo]ps of the National Guard, as yesterday and the 
day before, along the principal streets ; most of the 
shops are open, and the omnibuses are for the most 
part running as usual. Still there are groups of 
people talking most earnestly at the comers of streets, 
and there is much excitement and but little business. 
On going to the Hotel de Ville an hour ago I found 
that the banicade in the Eue de Eivoli was not kept 
as yesterday ; indeed, it can hardly be said to be a 
barricade at all, for the people were permitted to 
walk through it in single file in two places. All 
the soldiers have been withdrawn from the barracks ; 
and even the gardens of the Tuileries, which have 
been used as artillery and cavalry barracks, are de- 
serted. According to report, the Assembly at Ver- 
sailles will not deal with the insurrection with a 
high hand, but will come to terms with the leaders 
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of the National Guard. At present, however, the 
Hotel de Ville is still held by the National Guard, 
and cannon are still pointed along the Eue de Eivoli 
and the Avenue Victoria. The people, both yester- 
day and to-day, are promenading in the Boulevards 
and principal streets as though it were a national 
holiday ! 

Wednesday, March 22. 

To-day was fixed by the '^ Central Committee" 
for the elections for the " Commune," but a placard 
was posted on the walls yesterday signed by the 
representatives of twenty-seven daily papers, begging 
the electors to take no notice of the summons to 
register their votes. 

I went to Montmartre before breakfast this morn- 
ing, but all was quiet. The numerous barricades, 
as, for example, those at the end of the Eue Blanche 
and neighbouring streets, were guarded each by a 
single National Guard. I counted nine cannons in 
the Place de Clichy. The barricade at the end of 
Eue d' Amsterdam had been partly demolished, and 
was left without any guard at all. A strong feeling 
is setting in throughout the respectable quarters of 
Paris against the usurpation of the " Eeds." The 
insurgents made a descent on the Maine of the 7th 
Arrondissement last evening, and possessed themselves 
of it. A few wounds were inflicted : one man had 
his hand thrust through with a bayonet, but no lives 
were lost. The Mayor announced by placard this 
morning that, being turned out, he can no longer 
discharge his functions ! 

From half-past ten to eleven o'clock this morning 
there was constant cannonading. Our windows 
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shook, and we wondered what it was all about. On 
going out to see I found that it was the Prussians 
still in possession of some of the forts, who were 
firing blank cartridge in honour of some " Prussian 
anniversary." At least so informed me a placard 
posted in our boulevard, which ran to this effect : 
"Salvoes will be fired to-day from the Prussian 
artillery. We hasten to inform the inhabitants of 
Paris of this fact, the only object being to celebrate 
a Prussian anniversary." Wliile, however, I was 
reading this placard a man came up to me and said, 
" Yes, they say that ; but do you know what the 
Prussians are doing ? They are making entrench- 
ments between each fort." 

Two o'clock. 

I hear that fighting is going on in the Place Yen- 
d6me. The young man who told me this says that 
several people were killed close to him. 

Evening. ' 

This afternoon, about two o'clock, the "friends 
of order " made a demonstration along the Eue de 
la Paix, towards the Place Yend6me. "Yive la 
Eepublique," "Yive I'ordre," were their watch- 
words. As they drew near the end of the Eue de 
la Paix, the insurgents who occupy the Place Yen- 
dome fired on them. Several were killed and many 
wounded. The crowd fled. The news spread like 
wild-fire through the city, and all Paris was in a fer- 
ment. Our Boulevard (Malesherbes), generally so 
quiet, was filled with anxious faces. Groups 
gathered here and there to discuss the situation. 
Well-affected National Guards were marching witk 
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quick step and determined look along the asphalted 
pavement. The general talk was that one and all 
were resolved that this state of things should not 
continue, and that the death of the unarmed victims 
in the Eue de la Paix should be avenged on the in- 
surgents. At five o'clock I walked along the Boule- 
vard des Capucines. The Eue Neuve des Capucines 
was guarded by insurgents, who allowed no one to 
pass. The pavements of the Boulevards were 
crowded ; but scarcely any carriages or cabs, and no 
omnibuses, were to be seen in the carriage way. 
The end of the Eue de la Paix was blocked with a 
compact crowd. It was said that cannon and 
mitmilleuses command the street, and that the houses 
also are occupied by the insurgents. The Grand 
Hotel is occupied by the National Guards, who are 
the "Mends of order," and access can only be 
gained by one of the side doors, which is kept by 
the National Guards. The idea is to surround the 
insurgents in the Place Vendome. We are about to 
meet m our peaceful week-evening service, but I do 
not expect many, as it will be dangerous to venture 
out to-night. 

Night. 

Eight were present at our service, notwithstanding 
the perils of the streets. At our class-meeting, after 
the service, two of our members gave thanks to God 
for their merciful preservation from immiaent dan- 
ger. One of them, a dentist in the Boulevard des 
Capucines, close to the Eue de la Paix, joined the 
"friends of order" in their friendly demonstration, 
and was nearly at the front when they approached 
the Place Vendome. Their spokesmen said to the 
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insurgents, " We wish to have a Eepublic, we're all 
Eepublicans; but we want order. La crosse en 
Vair /" Some of those in the front rank did throw 
up the butt-end of their muskets. But from behind 
seemed to come an order. The ranks advanced. A 
roll of the drums and two taps repeated three times, 
and at the end of the third time a volley was fired 
along the Eue de la Paix. A man fell dead close 
beside our young friend. It was five minutes before 
he could get out of the street, so great was the 
crowd and confusion. A second volley was fired, 
and a third, and men, women, and children fell. All 
were full of rage against the insurgents. Women, 
with faces distorted, and looking more like fiends 
than human beings, were brandishing knives and 
scissors. 

Another young man, a member of our class, had 
been in his office in the Eue Basse du Eempart, and 
hearing a great noise in the Boulevard, rushed out 
in the direction of the Eue de la Prix where the 
crowd seemed to be the thickest. Hearing that firing 
was going on, he drew back into the Boulevard just 
in time to avoid the third volley. A poor man was 
wounded v^y near him, and was carried into a 
neighbouring house. A few minutes afterwards he 
went to inquire how the poor fellow was, and found 
him dead. The report is thd,t thirty or forty were 
killed or wounded. It was a sad sight to see two 
ambulance waggons passing along our Boulevard 
Malesherbes about three o'clock in the afternoon to 
pick up the wounded in one of the streets of Paris ! 
It seems, however, that the insurgents would not 
for some time allow the aifibulance-men to pick up 
the wounded, and some who ventured into the Eue 
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de la Paix to succour the wounded were fired upon. 

Thursday Morning, March 23. 

I went out this morning into the Boulevard des 
Capucines and to the end of Eue de la Paix. All 
was quiet compared with the excitement of yesterday. 
A number of insurgents were keeping guard at the 
entrance of the Eue de la Paix. Well-disposed 
National Guards were keeping the Grand Hotel. 
Nearly all the shops along the line of the Boulevards 
are shut. National Guards fill the place de la Bourse. 
The insurgents are threatening to take possession of 
the Mairie of the Second Arrondissement, the only 
Mairie not as yet in their power. The National 
Guards are determined to resist them. 

Afternoon. 

Paris is perfectly calm this afternoon. No excite- 
ment in the streets. The insurgents are left in 
peaceable possession of the Hotel de Ville, Ministferes, 
and Mairies. This was the day fixed by the Central 
Committee for the elections, but as very few went 
to vote, the elections have been put off till Sunday. 
What the Government at Versailles will do it is im- 
possible to say. Surely this state of things cannot 
be suffered to continue. 

Evening. 

This afternoon, having occasion to pay a visit in 
the Eue d' Albe, I had to pass for some distance 
along the Champs Elysees. A lady whom I went 
to see in the Eue d' Albe gave me a more consecutive 
account than I have been able to get from anyone 
of the sufferings endured through the siege. The 
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effect produced, on my mind hj the recitals of most 
people with whom I have conversed has .been a 
medley of ideas, without beginning, middle, or end. 
" I get credit (she said) for being a heroine, but 
such credit I do not deserve, for the truth is that, 
invalid as I am, I lacked courage to go away. Once 
fairly shut in, I took it for granted that it would be 
an affair of five or six weeks, little imagining .that 
it would be five or six months before Paris would 
be open again to the world. Having, however, an 
account at my banker's, I thought I would not trouble 
myself, as I should be able to secure what money 
could buy. But what was my dismay when my 
messenger returned with the reply, ' Communica- 
tions stopped with England; cannot cash your paper.' 
What was to be done ? A lady happened to be with 
me at the time, and seeing my emergency offered to 
place at my disposal 1,000 francs, an offer which I 
gladly accepted. Before this store was exhausted a 
French gentleman residing near came, and, although 
not himself overburdened with cash, offered, so far 
as he was able, to lend me money, and I was thus 
supplied. At first, although the prices were high, 
all the necessaries of life were easily procured. But 
at last the question of meat became a serious one. 
So long as horseflesh was abundant I managed pretty 
well, but when that also was rationed, the prospect 
became very gloomy. I could not bear the idea of 
living on bread and wine. Of bread I seldom eat 
much at any time, and such bread as we were then 
reduced to, being a compound of bran and chopped 
straw, I had a perfect loathing of ; and of wine I 
take but little. I remembered, however, to have 
read years ago, in ' The Last of the Mohicans,' of a 
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method the Indians adopted to preserve their meat, 
and having managed to secure a filet de cheval, I 
tried the process with success. I was reduced, how- 
ever, at last, to a state of sadness and despair. The 
bombardment was terrible; the windows of ..my 
apartment shook, and the house itself trembled, 
although no shell fell nearer than the Trocadero. 
During the last three weeks no amount of money- 
availed to procure the necessaries of life, and if the 
siege had lasted a week longer I must have died. 
What was my joy when the gates of Paris were 
opened to see some butter and fresh eggs brought 
by the hand of a friend, and to receive a remittance 
from my banker in London, enabHng me to dis- 
charge all my debts. The sum I had expended was 
very large, for I told the members of my household 
never to think of expense if only the absolute neces- 
saries of life were to be procured at any price, saying 
to them, ' We are buying our lives.' In my review 
of our privations throughout thie whole time, I con- 
sider that the want of fuel, especially during the 
intensely cold weather, was one of the severest. 
When coal failed, and the wood was nearly exhaust- 
ed, I bought, at an enormous price, a quantity of 
rafters taken from an old house in course of demo- 
lition, and so managed to keep up a miserable fire. 
All thanks be to God, who has so wonderfully pre- 
served my life !" 

Horses must have wonderfully increased in Paris 
within the last few days. Three days ago I saw for 
the first time since the siege, three cabs waiting for 
hire on one of the old cab-stands in the Boulevard 
des Capucines. The next day I counted nine or ten 
standing in the Place du Palais Eoyal, and yesterday 
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there were three or four on the stand at the comer 
of our street. Of cats I see none. I quite miss my 
old friends who used to Ke in a smmy spot in the 
shop windows. They were all caught up during 
the siege to make " rabbit." If the old proverb be 
true, " When the cat's away the mice will play/' 
we may expect a great invasion by the mouse species 
this summer. But, strange to say, although their 
natural enemies are absent, I have seen neither rat 
nor mouse since my return, and before the siege 
they were frequently to be seen near the iron open- 
ings to the cellars in our Boulevard Malesherbes, 
and occasionally were promenading on the asphalt. 
Some say that when the cunning creatures began to 
understand that they were considered fit articles for 
food, they took the hint and disappeared, and have 
not yet had courage to show their faces again ; others 
that with their natural instinct for finding out well- 
provisioned places, they left starving Paris for the 
German quarters, and are not yet persuaded that 
Paris is sufficiently revictualled, to make their way 
back to their old haunts. 

I find, in walking through the streets, that the 
word "Ambulance," which was to be seen on so 
many hotels and private houses, is rapidly disappear- 
ing, and the red cross is taken down. Let us hope 
that the poor wounded men are as rapidly recover- 
ing. I have been trying to ascertain the reasons of 
this Smeute having assumed such proportions. The 
Belleville insurgents proper do not number more 
than 60,000, and there are at least 150,000 of the 
National Guard who have sympathised with this 
insurrection. The causes are, I believe: 1. The 
suspicion that the National Assembly wishes to im- 



42 PARIS AFTER 

pose a king, and destroy the'Kepublic. 2. The wish 
fbrThe people to elect the members of the Municipal 
Council. 3. The unwillingness on the part of num- 
bers of the National Guard to betake themselves to 
work and lose their thirty sous per day. 4. The 
question of the payment of commercial bills and 
rents, which a disturbed state of things will defer. 
These reasons do not weigh equally with all. With 
some each one of the four may be the chief cause of 
sympathy with the Smeute, 

To-day placards on the walls have been plentiful. 
The first announced the postponement of the elections 
to Sunday, and the measures of " repression" which 
the Government intended to take. A while after- 
wards official announcements informed the soldiers 
that they had right to the pay of the National Guard, 
and the National Guard that on giving up their old 
guns they would receive Chassepots in exchange. 
Then appeared the protestations of the National 
Guard, the appeal of the mayors to universal suflErage, 
next the decrees naming the chiefs of the National 
Guard, next the protestations of the magistrates ex- 
pelled from their "mairies," then a third appeal 
from the united municipaUties. 

Friday, March 24. 

Walking into the Boulevards this morning I found 
them all quiet, but the shops were still all, or nearly 
all, shut, and the National Guards were moving 
about. The Place Vendome is strongly guarded. 
Our chapel steward, who has an office in the Place 
de la Bourse, has just been in, and tells us that the 
Place de la Bourse was occupied with National 
Guards, "friends of order," and they are deter- 
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mined not to give up the mairie of the Second 
Arrondissement in the Eue de la Banque to the in- 
surgents, and that if they attempt to take it there 
will be a fierce fight. Two battalions from Belle- 
ville attempted to come near by two different streets 
yesterday, but, seeing the strong force of the 
^^ friends of order," retreated. There is an uneasy 
feeling throughout the city which may probably end 
before night in a terrible confiict. 

Two o'clock. — I have been into the Boulevards. 
The shops were shut ; but the omnibuses are begin- 
ning to run from the Madeleine to the Bastille. All 
was quiet. As I passed No. 8, Boulevard des Capu- 
cines, I saw the marks made by the bullets of the 
insurgents on Wednesday, The Eue de la Paix 
was quite deserted, and only here and there a 
National Guard to be seen. But the Place Yend6me 
was full of insurgent troops. Eetuming by the 
Eue St. Lazare, I found that the entrance of the 
Gare de P Quest (the railway [right bank] to Ver- 
sailles) was occupied by the well-disposed National 
Guardjg. A temporary wooden railing has been 
thrown across the carriage entrance, and the entrance 
for foot-passengers through the iron gateway at the 
side is kept by National Guards — a wise precaution- 
ary measure, as the access to Yersailles from Paris 
might have been stopped — i.e.^ if the station of the 
Chemin de Per de P Quest on the south side had 
also been seized. Great preparations are being made 
for the elections on Sunday. A red placard is posted 
on the walls of our arrondissement proposing candi- 
dates : ^' Elections du Conseil Communal. — Jules 
Allix, publiciste ; Arthur Amould, joumaliste ; 
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Vaillant, ing^nieur civil ; Baoult Eigoult." It is 
supposed, however, that very few in this arrondisse- 
ment will go to the vote. The mayors have in- 
stalled themselves in the Place de la Bourse. The 
houses near the Bourse are all occupied by the 
" friends of order," who will not hesitate to fire from 
the windows upon the insurgents if they should 
invade the " Place." 

It appears that acts of pillage are being committed. 
I have just heard of a man whose box was taken 
from him in the public streets. To such a condition 
is this city (the centre of civilisation !) reduced. 

March 25. 

Things are looking more peaceful this morning. 
The caf^s and some of the shops on the Boulevards 
are open. The Place de la Bourse is completely 
filled with National Guards on the side of order. 
Yice - Admiral Saisset, the Commander of the 
National Guard, has just issued a spirited proclama- 
tion, whicH was being posted on the walls as I 
walked along the Boulevards, and he declares that 
he will defend the cause of order, and the respect 
of persons and property. In this cause he is ready, 
if need be, to sacnfice his life, as his only son has 
already done, in the defence of his country. A bar- 
ricade has been erected at the end of the Eue de la 
Paix, and also, in the Eue Castiglione, so that the 
entrance to the Place Yendome is entirely blocked 
on both sides ; but circulation is free in the streets 
adjoining, Eue Neuve des Capucines, Eue Neuve des 
Petits Champs, &c. 

It seems very strange to see all the " Bureaux 
T^l^graphiques" in Paris closed. Even during the 
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siege, although the outer world was cut oflf, it was 
possible to send telegraphic despatches from one 
part of Paris to another ; but now the offices are 
entirely shut up. 

A placard was posted on the walls yesterday by 
the '' Comity Central" to the effect that the As- 
sembly at Versailles had isolated Paris, but that 
nevertheless they had communicated with the pro- 
vinces, and that deputies from the provincial towns 
had made their way to the Hotel de Ville, to know 
the exact state of things, and, perfectly satisfied, 
had gone back to the provincial towns with the in- 
tention of inciting them to imitate the example of 
Paris. 

Saturday Night, March 25. 

Paris has continued calm all the day. The an" 
nouncement was made this evening that the ' Comity 
Central' having failed to come to any understanding 
with the mayors, had decided to proceed with the 
elections to-morrow. The friends of order are 
mustering in strong force to-night, and there are 
some who say that there may be a fight in the streets 
before morning ; others think that things are on the 
point of being arranged. This " proletariat" ques- 
tion, destined to cause so much trouble and anxiety 
in England, is fighting its great battle in Paris. 
Most of the members of the ^^ Comity Central" are 
members of the International Secret Society. 

The last news which I gather from the placards 
on the walls is (1) that some men in the uniform of 
National Guardi have been firing on the Prussian 
lines : that on examination it turns out that they 
are former " sergents de ville ;" and that in future 
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anyone convicted of a like offence will be immedi- 
ately shot. This is the summary announcement of 
the Central Committee, who also by another affiche 
inform the Parisians that, anyone caught in com- 
mitting theft will be shot out of hand, a notice not 
altogether destitute of consolation to the trembling 
inhabitants of the aristocratic quarters, who have 
heard to their dismay that the prison doors have 
been opened ; and, although the release from con- 
finement is only granted to political prisoners, it is 
feared that some marauders may also have escaped. 
A third placard is from the m/yors, saying that an 
understanding has been come to with the Central 
Committee, that they have returned to their 
" mairies," and will proceed with the elections to- 
morrow. A fourth, signed by six of the Deputies 
of Paris, exhorting the people to vote to-morrow as 
the only mode of settling the difficulties of the hour. 
A fifth is a red bill signed by the members of the 
council of the International Association, and the 
members of the Committee of the Federal Council 
of Workmen, entreating all persons who care for the 
principles of a real Eepublic to go to the vote, and 
assuring them that they will thus secure a proper 
consideration of the question of a fair remuneration 
for their work, freedom of public assembly, and the 
election of their own Municipal Council, without 
having the officers of the city imposed on them by 
a superior authority. I do not give you the text of 
these numerous placards, which involve, if not con- 
ceal, their signification in a multiplicity of words, 
but have endeavoured to seize their meaning. I 
overheard a man in our Boulevard commenting on 
the sentence with which Saisset's proclamation ends. 
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" My device remains that of the sailors, Honour and 
Country." '' Patrie ! II vHy a pas de patrie ; il rCy 
a rienP " Country ! there is no country ; there 
isn't anything." What a comment is the present 
state of France on the passage, '^ And if a kingdom 
be divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand." 

March 27. 

As the mayors agreed with the Central Committee 
on Saturday afternoon that the elections should be 
held yesterday, Admiral Saisset resigned his position 
as Commander of the National Guard at seven o'clock 
on Saturday evening, and returned to Versailles. 
The Guards on the side of order at the Bourse and 
the Grand Hotel returned to their homes ; and under 
the sanction of the mayors, the elections took place. 
What is the result, as the bureaux were kept open 
till midnight, I have not yet been able to ascertain. 
The city yesterday had aU the appearance of being 
en fete. Crowds of pleasure-seekers were in the 
Champs Elys^es, and on the Boulevards. One would 
not have supposed, from the aspect of the streets, 
that we were in the middle of a revolution ! Ob- 
serving some groups near the gardens of the Tuil- 
eries, where the Eue de Eivoli joins the Place de la 
Concorde, I went up and found men and boys sing- 
ing the " Marseillaise" to groups of twenty or thirfy 
people, and then oflfering copies of the words for sale 
at ten centimes each. The thought occurred to me 
at once. If this is allowed in one of the most public 
places in Paris, perhaps preaching in the open air 
will no longer be interdicted, and there may be 
means of usefulness open before us in this city which 
have hitherto been denied. 
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I found the Boulevards this morning quiet, and 
many shops are being opened. The Grand Hotel 
was open, not kept by National Guards, as for the 
last few days ; and although the Bue de la Paix 
was guarded by pickets, and the Place Vendome still 
strongly barricaded, there was the look everywhere 
of quietness. But how long this is to last, and 
what is to occur, we know not. Paris is now 
fairly at the mercy and under the government of 
the ^' Commune." These " Eed" authorities seem 
determined to keep order. They declare '' death to 
thieves," and have strictly prohibited gambling as 
inimical to the real interests of " citizens." The 
walls of Paris are completely covered with 
affiches — ^those of the Comity Central printed on 
white paper, which used always to be reserved for 
announcements of the Government ; the rest being 
flaring red, the chosen colour of the insurrectionary 
party. A poster widely distributed yesterday an- 
nounced that Lyons had followed the example of 
Paris and adopted the Commune ; but we learn this 
m,oming that sedition was soon displaced from the 
Hotel de Ville at Lyons, and that the reactionary 
party is very strong. Marseilles also has been but 
little disturbed. 

I suppose that now, so far as all practical purposes 
of government are concerned, Paris is separated from 
the rest of France. What has become of the old 
French motto, " V union fait la force V^ What will 
the Assembly do ? Leave Paris to itself ? or bring 
up the provincial soldiers to subdue it ? 

Business seems to be going on to-day, but people 
have no confidence. There is not a single National 
Guard either at the Gare de 1' Quest or the Mairie of 
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our arrondissement. Many of the men are tired of 
soldiering, and are going back to work. 



4, Kne Eoqu^pine, Paris. 

Monday Evening, March 27, 1871. 

I walked this afternoon along the Eue Neuve St. 
Augustine and into the Eue de la Paix. As I neared 
the comer where the Eue ISTeuve St. Augustine joins 
the Eue de la Paix, I saw a cannon grimly staring 
out of the barricade along the street, and could look 
into its muzzle. The barricade was kept by National 
Guards, who ordered bystanders to move on. Some 
few were admitted into the Place Vendome ; indeed, 
I saw numbers of round hats in the very centre of 
the " Place," mingling with the k^pis of the National 
Guards, and no doubt if I had asked I should have 
been allowed to pass the barricade ; but I wished to 
go along the Eue de la Paix, so contented myself 
with a good look into the '^ Place" which still pre- 
sents a most warlike aspect. Cannons, stacked rifles, 
troops of National Guards, from the midst of which 
rose grandly the triumphal column surmounted with 
the figure of the first Napoleon — such were the 
salient features of the picture. I took note as I 
passed along the Eue de la Paix of the points where 
the victims of the sad .massacre of the 27 th instant 
had fallen. The shops were nearly all fast closed ; 
but finding one with the door open I had a long talk 
with the shopkeeper, a respectable, intelligent man. 
'' These ' friends of order' are really disturbers of 
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order. They had fair notice given them by the 
sentinels ; but they pushed them back, and would 
not be warned. A man was shot down in front of 
my shop. I was standing close by and saw him fall. 
The Central Committee also declare themselves 
'friends of order/ and say, 'We mean to make it 
too.' Those reactionists at Yersailles want to impose 
on us a king." " But they say they are Eepublic- 
ans.'' '' They say, yes, but it does not require much 
perspicacity to see through their acts. Paris has 
suffered enough from kings and emperors, and means 
to have a republic. The country, kept in ignorance, 
has elected the majority of the Assembly. The 
great towns, more enlightened, hold very different 
opinions from those held by most of the members of 
the Assembly. There is now no other course open 
than for the members of the Assembly to send in 
their resignation." I passed along the Eue du 4 
Septembre. The great letters which I saw chalked 
up before the siege still remain at the end of the 
street; but the name has now been regularly adopted, 
and appears in due form at the intersection of each 
dde street with this new main artery from the Place 
du Nouvel Opera to the Bourse. As I returned 
along the Boulevards I saw in a large plate-glass 
window opposite the Eue de la Paix a round hole 
made by a bullet on that memorable Wednesday of 
last week. 

March 28. 

The city is quiet to-day. National Guards are 
promenadmg through the streets, heralded by the 
bugle and rappel. " Are things on the point of being 
settled?" I have just asked the shopman in the 
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Eue Eoyale. ^' No, they are only just beginning. 
This state of things cannot last," was his reply. 
The Gaulois, suppressed by the " Comity Central" 
in Paris, has he^ to appear as a single sheet at 
Versailles. It may be bought on the Boulevards. 
Some other respectable papers are thinking of estab- 
lishing themselves at Yersailles. The acts of this 
Central Committee have been singularly at variance 
with the professed principles of some of its adherents. 
One of the articles in the political creed of some of 
the workmen, whose red bill meets you at every 
comer, is " perfect Uberty of the press." This com- 
mittee, however, deems it prudent to seize the offices 
of some papers and silence others — their idea of 
"perfect liberty." Never were more scurrilous 
journals than some which have recently appeared in 
advocacy of revolutionary ideas. The Cri du Peuph 
is bad enough, but the worst of all is the Pere 
Duchene. All the papers this morning are full of 
the results of the elections on Sunday last, which 
terminated in nearly all the twenty arrondissements 
in favour of the Eed Eepublicans. But the thing 
to be noted in connection with thejel6ctions was the 
number of people who abstained^om voting alto- 
gether. Out of 400,000 electors only 119,000 voted. 
Arrests are frequent. Indeed, it is dangerous to 
utter strong opinions against the people now in 
power. Passages of arms are occurring in the en- 
virons of Paris between the National Guards and 
detachments of the army. Yesterday morning, says 
the Moniteur Universel^ a patrol of National Guards 
of the 66th Battalion, stationed at the Fort Issy, 
encountered on the plateau of ChS,tillon a detachment 
of Chasseurs a Cheval^ sent from Versailles to make 
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a reconnaissance, and, after exchanging a few shots, 
the National Guards took to flight. 



PAEIS TJNDEE THE EED FLAG. 

March 29, 1871. 

The roll of cannon of which I spoke in my letter 
of yesterday, and the purport of which I knew not, 
turned out to be the salvoes of artillery on the quays 
near the Hotel de Ville, by which the advent of the 
Commune was announced to the city. At three 
o'clock yesterday afternoon battalions of the NaSonal 
Guards from Belleville and Montmartre arrived en 
masse at the Place de Grfeve, and were arrayed in 
front of the Hotel de Ville. Other battalions fol- 
lowed, and by four o'clock there were 200,000 armed 
men in the '' Place." Crowds filled the neighbour- 
ing streets, the Eue de Eivoli, Avenue Victoria, &cl 
The names of the candidates elected as members of 
the Commune were read from the temporary platform 
erected in front of the '^ Pavilion de FHorloge ;" and 
speeches were made by Assi and Lavalette, which 
were followed by roimds of applause. Three red flags, 
one above another, floated from the centre of the 
Hotel de Ville. The equestrian statue of Henry IV 
was covered with red drapery, and served as back- 
ground to a large bust of the Eepublic. The en- 
thusiasm of the National Guards was intense. In 
the evening the Hotel de Ville, the Tuileries, Louvre, 
and the front of the Palais Eoyal were illuminated. 
I have this morning walked through the principal 
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streets as far as the Hotel de Ville, to seQ how Paris 
looked under the Ked flag. The first thing that 
struck my attention was a placard in the Boulevard, 
signed by the new mayor of our arrondissement, 
Jules Allix, in which notice was given of certain 
meetings of the National Gu^rd obeying the orders 
of the Central Committee, asserting that France 
cannot exist without Paris as its head, and advising 
the members of the Assembly at Versailles to quit 
fs^en allerj as quickly as possible. Turning the 
comer of the Kue Eoyale, I saw that the beautiful 
fountains in the Place de la Concorde were in fall 
play in honour of the new regime. All along I ob- 
served that the wants of the city were being well 
and carefully attended to. "Whether it is that " the 
new broom sweeps clean" I know not, but certain 
it is that I have never seen the streets of 
Paris so well swept since the siege as they were this 
morning. The heaps of rubbish had been cleared 
away, the centre of the road as well as the cause- 
ways well swept, and men were busy watering the 
roads — ^a sight very grateful to me, for during the 
last few windy days I have been almost choked with 
dust. Arrived in view of the Palace of the Tuileries, 
I observed that the red flag flaunted over the central 
^^ Tour de I'Horloge." How little I thought when 
taking particular notice of the tricolor flag betoken- 
ing the presence of the Empress on the afternoon of 
the 3rd of last September, that the next time I saw 
a flag floating above the Tuileries it would be the 
drapeau rouge. I found, however, that the red flag 
brings some adv^tagcJs, for I was permitted as a 
citoyen to walk along the pavement close to the pal- 
ace, where I used to see the Emperor pacing to and 
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fro, in company with two or three friends, in other 
days. The view of the shrubs and trees all decked 
in the fresh green of the first burst of spring was 
lovely. Taking my stand in front of the Tour de 
PHorloge, I gained the wonderftd view, the like- of 
which no other city can boast : first the little foun- 
tain in the midst of the Gardens of the Tuileries, 
with its frame of statues and trees ; then the Obelisk 
of Luxor in the centre of the Place de la Concorde ; 
then the fine sweep of the Champs Elysees, termi- 
nated by the Grand Arch of Triumph. AH the 
surroundings were calculated to suggest the idea of 
a royal or imperial residence, but, turning round, I 
saw promenading to and fro in front of the principal 
entrance of the palace, an unwashed National Guard, 
doubtless from Belleville, whose coat was of the 
very dirtiest, and whose mien was of the very lowest. 
Chalked at the side of the grand entrance,^ in 
wretched writing, was " Republique Frangaisej a la 
garde des Citoyens.'^^ Passing out on the quay, I 
looked up to the wide space over the new entrance 
to the Place du Carrousel, where was formerly the 
bronze equestrian statue of Napoleon III. in alto- 
relievo. On the 5th of September last I saw a large 
crowd standing here demanding that the statue of 
the Emperor should be taken down. In place of the 
statue is now written in large characters, ^^ RSpub- 
liqtie Frangaise^ democratique^ une et indivisible. 
lAberU, EgaliU, FraterniUP I walked along the 
quays to the Hotel de VUle. Barges were lying 
four deep waiting their turn to be unloaded. Bar- 
rels and cases innumerable were scattered about in 
hopeless confusion. Nearing the Hotel de Ville, I 
expected to be summarily ordered back, but I passed 
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a line of National Guards without hindrance, and 
found that the barricade which up to yesterday so 
completely blocked the entrance to the Place de 
Grfeve had been partially broken down, and I passed, 
without being even asked what was my business, 
into the centre of the Place. It was a sight to be 
remembered. Along the front of the Hotel de Ville 
were ranged the cannon, with ammunition. In the 
centre of the square were numerous groups of 
National Guards, some answering the word of com- 
mand, others taking their ease. Now^ there was 
the sound of the clarion, and now the roll of the 
drum. Animation everywhere — a martial scene 
indeed ! As I walked back along the Eue de 
Kivoli a man in red Tjaribaldian costume galloped 
past on a fiery steed, his sword dangling at his side, 
and exchanged salutes with red-coated Garibaldians 
who were walking along the pavement. There was 
a look in the streets as though men were setting to 
work again. Indeed, after the fete of yesterday 
the Central Committee urged all to work, and it 
seems as if their order were being obeyed. In the 
Sue "iSt. Honor^, a man who had papers to sell was 
vociferating, ^^ Le Pere Duchene n^ est plus en colere; 
il est contents 

It is said that the Bank of France made yesterday 
a new advance of 500,000f. to the Centeal Com- 
mittee. Under the heading, ^' Les Nouvelles^'* the 
Petit Moniteur Universel tells us that the French 
Government, which ought to have paid to Prussia 
on Thursday last 135 millions of francs, has ob- 
tained, in consequence of recent events, a delay of 
a fortnight, and that as guarantee for the punctual 
payment of the indemnity the Prussians are re- 
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arming their batteries and assembling their troops 
at the north and east of Paris. There seems to be 
great indignation among the shopkeepers at the 
present state of things. Shopkeeper in the Eue 
St. Honor^ : ^^ This cannot last. The Assembly is 
letting them W their own way for the presLt, 
knowing that soon of its own weakness the thing 
must come to an end. They would have been only 
too glad if the Government had resorted to violence. 
They'll get tired of this playing at soldiers. It is 
utterly contemptible. When one sees them looking 
over the balconies of the Palace of the Tuileries one 
is inclined to ask, Uou cela sort il ? (Whence comes 
such a creature as that ?^ Some of them go about 
in indescribable clothing (dans unvetement imjjossible). 
But we have to be careful what we say." At this 
moment a National Guard came in and the conver- 
sation dropped. Shopkeeper in the Eue Neuve des 
Capucines : " There's no business doing at all. 
One might as well shut up shop. I should be glad 
if I could get away from Paris. I don't think the 
Assembly ought to bring in a king. I have never 
been a Eepublican ; but just now I think it would 
be wrong to attempt to establish a monarchy." 

Some Parisians say that now they are ashamed of 
their nationality, and, if they could, would ex- 
patriate themselves and seek to belong to another 
and a better nation. 

Two placards posted on the walls to-day are 
worthy of note; one from the Committee of the 
Commune, annoimcing that their affiches and those 
of the several municipalities are alone to be printed 
on white paper ; , that no announcement emanating 
from the Government at ' Versailles is to be allowed 
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on the walls, and that any infraction of these orders 
will be severely punished ; the other from a pro- 
prietor at Montrouge, proposing that all rents 
between l,000f. and 2,000f. shall be reduced 10 
per cent. ; between 2,000f. and 4,000f., 15 per cent.; 
between 4,000f. and 6,000f., 20 per cent; between 
6,000f. and 8,000f., 25 per cent; and between 
8,000f. and 10,000f., 30 per cent. 

March 30. 

Paris is still quiet, but no one knows what may 
happen. There is no confidence, and, say the shop- 
keepers, less business than during the siege. I ob- 
served early this morning two fresh placards ; one 
ft'om the members of the Comite Central annoimcing 
that having, with the help of the people, well per- 
formed their duty, they now resign their power into 
the hands of the Committee of the Commune, and 
doubt not that the great object at which they aim 
will shortly be accomplished, the establishment of a 
'^ Republique UniverselU ;^^ the other headed Com- 
mune de Paris^ and proclaiming that all the em- 
ployes for all the ''services" must obey their 
authority, the Commime being the only power 
(pouvoirj now in existence, and that no obedience 
is to be paid to any orders from Versailles. The 
Government at Versailles, on the other hand, an- 
nounces that the employes connected with the 
administration of the octroi and the employes of the 
prefecture de la Seine and of the Ville de Paris were 
forbidden under any pretext to render their hdp to 
the irregidar power which has constituted itse& at 
the Hotel de Ville. Both sides threaten forfeiture 
fforfaiturej as the result of disobedience. What 
are the poor creatures to do ? 
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Eeaction is beginning to spring up in Montmartre 
itself. Here is a copy of a manuscript placard : 
^'The Central Committee gives us fanaticism, hunger, 
rags, misery. There is no work for the workmen, 
no industry, no commerce. Is that a good govern- 
ment ?" The word suspect is making itself known 
again, 9,8 in the times of the first Kevolution. Here 
is a copy of a placard which adorns the walls of 
Montmartre : ^' The delegate of the Central Com- 
mittee charged with the administration of the 18th 
Arrondissement informs the public that the citoyens 
(here follow four names) are appointed to receive 
denunciations against the citizens suspected of com- 
plicity with the treacherous Government which has 
just collapsed at Montmartre." I read in the Paris 
e/bwraa/ this morning : ^^Bercyis in consternation. 
An order from the Committee has just interdicted 
the export of wines. Every cart loaded with barrels 
is stopped at the barrier and the invoices are 
minutely examined. If the buyer is at Paris a 
National Guard mounts beside the driver and goes 
to deliver the merchandise ; if the buyer is in the 
provinces the whole is seized and the proprietor re- 
ferred to the Central Committee." Another para- 
graph in the Paris Journal worthy of notice is, 
^' Yesterday afternoon M. Thiesz, elected in the 12th 
Arrondissement, presented himself at the Hotel des 
Postes and asked to speak to M. Eamport. Intro- 
duced into the cabinet of the Director-General, he 
produced an order, signed by the members of the 
Committee, inviting him to give place to the newly- 
appointed postmaster. '' Sir," replied M. Eampont, 
'• I refuse to obey the Committee. I stay here. If 
you wish to force me by the use of violence to quit. 
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I warn you that I shall scarcely have quitted my 
post before all my employes will follow me to 
Versailles. Paris from that moment will have no 
more letters from the provinces. Take your choice." 
Before such energetic language M. Thiesz retired.,.. 

Two features of the streets, so different from 
before the siege, strike me — (1) the innumerable 
beggars in the principal thoroughfares; (2) the 
number of invalids — ^men just recovering from long 
illnesses, with pale, emaciated faces, and soldiers 
with arms in slings or with amputated limbs. ^ 

This morning I find that the barricades near the 
Hotel de Ville are nearly demolished. I was in a 
Bercy omnibus, and expected to get down just 
before reaching the barricade in the Kue de Eivoli, 
but the omnibus passed on through the partly de- 
molished barricade and across the Place de Greve. 
The '' Place " was only sparsely occupied by National 
Guards, and I could move about at my leisure and 
take a good look at the plaster figure representing 
the Eepublic (in front of the statue of Henri IV) 
surrounded by five red fiags. Between the Hotel 
de Ville and the barracks were the horses which 
the Centi'al Committee requisitioned for their ar- 
tillery. The National Guards seemed to be fjar 
more occupied with the question of provisioning 
themselves than with guarding the approaches of 
the Hotel de Ville. The good-for-nothing creatures, 
instead of being at their work and earning an honest 
livelihood, are eating the bread of idleness, and are 
now receiving three francs instead of thirty sous 
per day. Seeing a large shop closed as I walked 
back along the Kne de Eivoli, and a written an- 
nouncement posted on the shutters, I went up to 
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read; but instead of seeing "Shut up, disgusted 
with the Insurrection," I found " Fermi pour cause 
de mariage /" As I passed along the Eue Castig- 
lione and into the Eue St. Honor^ I observed that 
the barricade close to the Eue St. Honor^ was down, 
and that men were at work wheeling away the great 
paving-stones in barrows to make a barricade near 
the centre of the Place Yendome, not far from the 
iron railings around the triumphal column. Square 
holes were being left in the barricade for the muzzles 
of the cannon, from which it is evident they mean 
still to command the approaches to the "Place." 
In the Eue de Eivoli I met two or three battalions 
of the National Guards. A more unkempt lot I 
never saw. Idle scoundrels ! A more thorough 
contempt than I felt for the lazy rascals as they 
marched along it would be impossible for any one 
to experience. The red flag now floats everywhere. 
Two flaring strips of red are to be seen to-day over 
the Palais Eoyal. 

March 31. 

Dissension soon began to show itself in the 
councils of the Commune. M. Tirard, mayor of 
the 2nd Arrondissement, retired, and has written a 
letter which has been published in the papers, 
stating that he supposed the Commune would treat 
of municipal affairs only; but, finding that they 
were intending to discuss political questions also, 
he immediately retired. Yesterday afternoon the 
following announcements were placarded on the 
walls : — 

The Commune of Paris decrees 
/ • 1 . The conscription is abolished. 
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2. No military force, except the National Guard, 
shall be created or introduced into Paris. 

3. All able-bodied citizens form part of the 
National Guard. 

The Commune of Paris, considering that work, 
industry, and commerce have borne all the expenses 
of the war, and that it is only just that property should 
make for the country its share of sacrifice, decrees 

1. A general remission to tenants of the rent due 
for the quarters of October, 1870, January and 
April, 1871. 

2. All the sums already paid by tenants during 
these nine months shall be deducted from the rent 
of coming quarters. 

3. A general remission also of sums due for fur- 
nished apartments. 

4. All leases may be cancelled^ if the tenants so 
wish, during the next six months. 

5. All notices to quit given by the proprietors 
may, on the demand of tenants, be deferred for 
three months. 

The Commune of Paris decrees 

That the sale of articles pawned at the Mont de 
Pi^t^ is suspended. 

I saw several men, who looked as if they were 
small shopkeepers, reading the second decree with 
evident satisfaction, and chuckling over the sup- 
posed rage and disappointment of the proprietors. 
In another group gathered round this popular 
affiche I overheard a man saying, "But that is 
meant only for the people who cannot pay. If any 
one who can pay were to take advantage of it to 
cheat his landlord, I should call him a wretch." 
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These three decrees show plainly enough the 
cause of the great strength and popularity of the 
insurrection. If the Goyemment had been wise it 
would at once have dealt with the exceptional case 
t)f Paris. During the five months' siege the shop- 
keepers have done scarcely any business. They 
would now have had their rents to pay to proprietors 
who have been absent during the siege, and they 
have not the money to pay them. Most of the 
poorer people pawned what few valuables they had 
to get money to live during the siege. Articles 
precious to them, which they would never have 
parted with except to buy dear life, fcmnd their 
way to the Mont de Pi^t^. Without the power to 
redeem them they were now about to see them ex- 
posed for sale, according to the laws of the Mont de 
Pi^t(5. These two decrees therefore are welcomed 
by a large majority of the population. The aboli- 
tion of the conscription is also very popular. The 
indirect blow also struck at the dependence of the 
Church on the State is rejoiced over by nearly all 
Parisians. 

An announcement is made in the Liberie not at 
all comforting to residents in Paris. " The Chief 
of the Secret Police of London, now in Paris, says : 
' I am assured that there are now in Paris more 
than 4,000 English robbers who will no doubt 
search the pockets of the curious who assemble in 
groups on the Boulevards and elsewhere." It is 
said that there is to be a grand review of the 
National Guard by the members of the Commune 
some day soon, probably in the Place de la Con- 
coi'do and Champs Elj^s^es. Omnibuses full of 
clothing for the National Guand are to be seen 
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passing along the streets. Yesterday afternoon at 
five o'clock I saw, to my astonisliment, a flock of 
sheep and a drove of oxen in the Boulevard des 
Capucines. Such a sight was never seen in other 
days at the fashionable hour in the most fashionable^ 
boulevard of Paris. Sic transit ! 

Friday, 11 a.m. 

I have just learned that no letters have entered 
Paris this morning, and that the gates are shut. 
The trains are stopped on some of the lines. So we 
are shut up as in a cage ! As I went out our con- 
cierge said, "I never felt afraid during the siege, 
but now I am trembling." Our librarian and his 
wife both said that the news they heard this 
morning made them quite afraid. 

Evening. 

As we are shut in, I thought it would be well to 
lay in a stock of provisions, and went this afternoon 
to Potin's, a large provision merchant. The shop 
was crowded with people on the same errand with 
myself, and I had difficulty in getting served. 
One poor woman near me said, " C^est le dernier 
jour de notre vie.^^ " It's the last day of our life." 
Others think that affairs will soon be arranged. 
But who can tell what is to be the end? For 
myself and those dear to me I have no fear, knowing 
that we are under the protection of God. Having 
referred to Potin, let me contradict a statement 
which went the round of the English papers during 
the siege, that Potin, a large provision merchant, 
had committed suicide. The story was that he had 
concealed a number of hams, and, when they were 
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rc^quisitioned he put an end to his life. The whole 
story is untrue. He is alive and well. Indeed, he 
is worthy of all commendation, for, during the siege, 
when most articles of consumption were sold in 
Paris at an exorbitant price, he raised his prices 
very little. The streets of Paris have had a very 
deserted and sad aspect to-day. It was strange 
indeed not to see a single postman in any of the 
thoroughfares. 

Saturday, April 1. 

I went early this morning to the Gare St. Lazare 
and the Gare du Nord. At the Gare St. Lazare I 
found, that although railway communications with 
Versailles are stopped, the trains still go at the usual 
hours along the Eouen line, and also to St. Germain 
and Argenteuil. At the Gare du Nord all was in 
fall activity, and instead of the trains being stopped 
or reduced in number, I found that a new train to 
Boulogne had just been added. Our communica- 
tions with England are therefore not likely to be 
interrupted, at least not for the present. My next 
visit was to the Post-office at the Madeleine, which 
to my joy I found open instead of fast closed as 
yesterday, and one solitary official walking to and 
fro. "Have any letters arrived from England?" 
"No." "Will there be a post to England this 
evening ?" " Yes." " At what time must we post 
letters ?" " Before five o'clock." " Where are the 
letters that arrived from England yesterday?" 
" At Yersailles." '" Where must we make applica- 
tion for them ?" " Either at Yersailles or at the 
Direction GSneral des Posies^ in the Rue Jean 
Jacques Rousseau." I came away with a light 
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heart at the thought of postal communications being 
reopened with England. 

The leading article in the Paris Journal begins 
thus: "The Blockade. — ^Here we are again in 4he 
sad days of the siege. Our letters do not leave, our 
journals are no longer sent into the provinces ; our 
railways even have in part been interrupted. Indeed, 
the gates of Paris are closed, and the ordinary 
articles of consumption increase in price. Nothing 
more is wanted but to see the balloon ' Commime 
de Paris' rise from the Tuileries, and to hear the 
cannon roll about our ramparts." 

The Commune is making requisitions both within 
and outside Paris. The Palais Eoyal has been 
visited by the representatives of the Committee 
from the cellar to the garret. Seals have been 
placed everywhere; even the wine has been put 
under sequestration. To show the complete liberty 
of the press, the Constitutionnel was seized the day 
before yesterday, and the sale of the Electeur Libre 
forbidden. Several new papers are appearing; 
among them. La FraterniU and La Sociale ! 

April 3. 

I walked out yesterday (Sunday) morning along 
our Boulevard between nine and ten o'clock. At 
the entrance of the Church St. Augustin I saw 
great quantities of sprigs of box-wood, and little 
girls were running about offering the sprigs of 
green at one sou each. It was Palm Sunday ! 
Nothing different, however, from any ordinary 
Palm Sunday, except that groups of the National 
Guard were standing near the pretty fountain in 
front of the church, and that the cannon frequently 
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groivled in the distance. We held our peaceful 
service in the chapel at half-past eleven, and after- 
wards partook of the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper : God was with us of a truth. The service 
over, one of our young men, who lives at the Temes, 
brought word that there had been jfiighting at Cour- 
bevoie, and that the roll of the cannon was from 
Val^rien. In the afternoon the Champs Elys^es 
were crowded, and large groups of people were to 
be seen around the Arc de Triomphe standing on 
the elevated ground or on the projecting stonework 
to get a view alonci; the Avenue de Neuilly. The 
wide Avenue de la Grande Arm^e from the Arc de 
Triomphe to the Porte Maillot was filled with people 
and National Guards. After our evening service 
and prayer-meeting, some of our people gave the 
following account of what they had heard :— Some 
battalions of the National Guard had gone out in 
the direction of Courbevoie, and there had en- 
countered a company of gendarmes and a regiment 
of Pontifical Zouaves. A skirmish followed, and 
several were killed and wounded. The battery at 
Courbevoie kept up a brisk fire during the engage- 
ment. The National Guard, finding themselves 
outnumbered, retreated to the city. In the evening 
the rappel and gSnSrale were beaten all over Paris, 
and the National Guards assembled in great force in 
the Avenue de la Grande Arm^e and the district of 
the Temes. I saw a battalion passing along our 
Boulevard, going probably, poor fellows, as sheep to 
the slaughter. And what for ? 

This (Monday) morning I have heard the roll of 
the cannon, I suppose from Mont Val^rien, since 
six o'clock. It is now half-past seven, and it still 
continues. No doubt a fight is now going on. 
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Monday, 10 a.m. 

The cannonade ceased about nine o'clock, and all 
has been quiet since. I know not what has taken 
place this morning ; but I hear that National Guards 
are to be seen walking two and three together along 
the streets, and looking very dejected. The Journal 
des DSbats gives the following account of yesterday : 

" An engagement, which commenced about nine 
o'clock in the morning, took place between the 
National .Guards stationed at Courbevoie and the 
advanced posts of the Versailles troops massed for 
the past two days at Puteaux. At ten o'clock the 
sound of cannon and mitrailleuses was added to 
that of the fusillade. At eleven o'clock the cannon 
which had been placed at the rond point of Courbe- 
voie ceased their fire. Some shells fell at the 
entrance of the Bois de Boulgne, near the Porte 
Maillot. The battalions engaged on the side of the 
National Guard were the 93rd, the 119th, the 135th, 
and some companies of the 127th. On the opposite 
side were some troops of the line and the gendarmes." 

The Liberie in its account adds : '' Some National 
Guards beat a retreat, and re-entered the city by the 
Porte Maillot." 

Monday afternoon. 

I cannot get any definite information as to what 
went on this morning. It is said that the National 
Guard was compelled to fall back on Paris. The 
firing of cannon is said not to have been from 
Yal^rien, but from the cannon that were placed 
yesterday near the Porte Maillot. The Boulevards 
are quiet to-day ; indeed, the whole city has a calm 
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aspect, compared with the tumult and eifervescence 
of yesterday. It is said that 160,000 passengers 
left Paris last week. 

This afternoon I, walked along the Champs 
Elys^es to the Arc de Triomphe. There was a 
great concourse of people in the Place de la Con- 
corde and along the Champs Elys^es. Solitary 
National Guards were here and there surrounded 
by groups eagerly asking them questions. The 
poor fellows looked thoroughly fatigued and dis- 
spirited. Occasionally a small company of National 
Guards passed along the Avenue looking quite dis- 
organised. One poor wounded man hobbled along 
the asphalt leaning on the arm of a comrade with a 
face the picture of misery, and a clotted stream of 
blood on his forehead. When I reached the Arc de 
Triomphe I found it surrounded with crowds of 
people who were looking in the direction of Courbe- 
voie. Lines of white smoke showed that there had 
just been a fusillade in that direction. The roll of 
cannon was also heard during the afternoon in the 
direction of Clamart and ChS,tillon to the south of 
Paris. 

Evening. 

On my return from taking my letters to the 
northern station, to entrust them to a guard of one 
of the trains to post them at some station on the 
line, I met several groups of National Guards re- 
turning to their homes at Montmartre, looking 
fatigued and worn, and covered with dust; so 
changed in their appearance from what they were 
when they marched out on Sunday evening. All 
is very quiet this evening. Such a contrast to the 
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excitement and noise of last night ! A woman 
selling papers at one of the kiosqnes in the Boule- 
vard, speaking of last night, said : Je ne pouvais 
pas dormir du tout, Les regiments marchaient. On 
criait partout^ Ailx armes^ aux armes. In to-day's 
Journal Official of Paris I read : — 

"The Commune of Paris, considering that the 
men of the Government of Versailles have ordered 
and begun civil war, attacked Paris, killed and 
wounded National Guards, soldiers of the line^ 
women and children, and considering that this 
crime was commitli^d with premeditation and wan- 
tonly against all right and without provocation, 
decrees : Art. I. MM. Thiers, Favre, Picai^d, 
Dufaure. Simon, and Pothuan are put under accusa- 
tion. Art.. II. Their goods shall be seized and 
sequestered until they have been brought to trial 
before the people's tribunal of justice. 

"The Commune of Paris, considering that the 
first principle of the French Republic is Liberty, 
considering that liberty of conscience is the first of 
liberties, considering that the budget of worship is 
contrary to principle in imposing on people against 
their own faith ; considering, indeed, that the clergy 
have been the accomplices of the crimes of the 
monarchy against liberty, decrees. Art. I. The 
Church is separated from the State. Art. II. The 
budget of worship is suppressed. Art. III. The 
so-called benefices of Mortmain, belonging to re- 
ligious societies, are declared national property. 
Art. IV. An inquiry shall be made immediately 
concerning such benefices, to state their nature and 
to place them at the disposal of the nation." 
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Tuesday, April 4. 

The city is quiet to-day, and there seems to be 
no probability at present of the renewal of fighting. 
As I went across the Place de la Concorde this 
morning I saw a group of women assembled around 
a red flag. Shortly afterwards these women formed 
a procession, marched along the Eue de Eivoli, and 
turned up the Eue Castiglione. What was their 
object I could not make out. A man near me in 
the Eue de Eivoli, as they passed, said, "Those 
women are from Versailles, and they cannot get 
back home, the gates on the side of Versailles being 
all closed." 

Very contradictory statements are made in refer- 
ence to the doings of yesterday; and as to the 
accounts given by the National Guards who had 
been themselves in the affray, each man gave a 
different story. The papers this morning also con- 
tradict each other ; but from all I can learn there 
were three engagements yesterday — one at Nan- 
terre, where some battalions from M^nilmontant 
and 13elleville, under the command of Bergeret, were 
fired upon by Mont Val^rien and dispersed by the 
shells, which fell into their very midst ; another 
early in the morning not far from Fort Issy, and 
near Meudon ; and the third about three o'clock in 
the afternoon in the direction of Clamart and Ch^- 
tillon. In each instance the National Guards, 
mostly from Montmartre and Belleville were met 
by a fusillade Men nourrie ; at first they retired, and 
afterwards there was a debandade genSrale. The 
National Guards went home, and show but little 
enthusiasm for the continuance of the struggle. 
The loss on the side of the National Guards in 
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killed and wounded was great, some say over a 
thousand, but it is difficult to ascertain the truth. 

April 5. 

The situation of aflfairs remains exactly the same 
as when I wrote yesterday. I am unable to get 
reliable news, receiving no English papers ; and the 
French papers in which one has been accustomed to 
place some confidence (the Journal des DSbats^ for 
example) have not appeared this morning. But so 
far as I can learn, fighting is still going on at 
Clamart and ChS,tillon. From the top of a tower I 
can see curling wreaths of white smoke rising from 
Forts Issy and Vanves, and from the heights of 
Ch&tillon, telling that a fierce artillery duel is going 
on. Sometimes I can hear the heavy roll of the 
distant cannon. Whether there is also fighting 
between the troops of Versailles and the National 
Guards I cannot tell. Yesterday there was a good 
deal of fighting near the forts and in the woods, 
and many wounded were brought into the city. 
There was much talk yesterday of a probable recon- 
ciliation between the Government at Versailles and 
the Commune of Paris ; and it was said that there 
was a meeting of the Deputies of Paris and the 
former mayors to strive to be the means of efltecting 
such a reconciliation ; but to-day it seems little 
likely that a reconciliation- will take place. 
Here is the leading article of the Rappel : — 

' ' Conciliation ! is it possible ! Between the men 
who, without declaration of war, attacked Mont- 
martre, who abandoned Paris, who refused the city 
its rights, who have engaged in civil war, who 
authorise barbarities committed on the prisoners 

E 
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(The Prussians did not shoot ! The Government of 
Versailles is more savage than the Government of 
Berlin), who recommence the siege in the presence 
of the enemy ; between these men and the men who 
took the reins of power after the revolution of 
March 18, who continue the war, who put the 
Ministers under accusation, who have organised the 
Commune, who pursue with determination the rS- 
actionaireSj can there be a reconciliation possible ? 
Common sense says No. But is there no method 
of ending this dreadful situation? Is there no 
method of stopping the eflftision of blood and saving 
the Eepublic ? Perhaps. On the one side ener- 
getic, radical measures must be taken ; on the other 
it behoves every one who loves France to devote 
himself in order to save it. There must be (1) the 
recognition of the rights of the Commune or of the 
municipality of Paris. (2) The promulgation of a 
new electoral law, assuring to the different towns of 
France — ^to the different Communes — a more homo- 
geneous representation, which will prevent their 
votes from being swamped by the country votes, 
which will guarantee, in a word, the rights of the 
intelligent and enlightened minorities. (3) The 
dissolution of the Assembly at Versailles, and the 
convocation, as soon as possible, of a Constituent 
Assembly. (4) Ee-elections everwhere. At this 
price Paris may be satisfied, and the civil war may 
be stopped. But let this be done quickly, for blood 
is flowing." This article is signed '^Edouard 
Lockroy." Paris is lookiug sad and deserted. 
About half the shops on the Boulevards are closed, 
and some only half open. What is to be the end it 
is difficult to predict. 



THE RED FLAG. 73 

April 7. 

We are truly again in the "Eeign of Terror.'^ 
Many have been arrested and imprisoned, and there 
is a general feeling of uneasiness throughout the 
city. The guillotine was set up on the Boulevard 
Voltaire, but it was immediately burned, and I hear 
two accounts, one that it was burned by the in- 
dignant people, another that it was brought out 
from the prison de la Eoquette and burned pur- 
posely to show the people's horror of capital punish- 
ment. There was heavy fighting in the direction of 
Courbevoie yesterday morning and afternoon. There 
was a terrible fusillade on the bridge of Neuilly, 
and the bridge and barricade are both now in the 
hands of the Versailles troops. Three positions 
near Paris are now occupied by the troops, Asniferes, 
Courbevoie, and Puteaux. There are diiferent 
reports as to the number of killed and wounded in 
the combat of yesterday, but it is agreed on all 
hands that it was very great on the side of' the in- 
surgents. A National Guard said to-day, '' JVous 
serous bientot Scrases.'^^ (We shall soon be com- 
pletely destroyed.) There was a great concourse of 
people at the funeral of the National Guards who 
fell on the 3rd, 4th, and 5th. The procession 
passed from the Hospital Beaujon along the Boule- 
vard Haussmann, Boulevard Malesherbes, and along 
the line of the Boulevards de la Madeleine, des 
Capucines, &c., to Pere la Chaise. The bodies 
were conveyed in three funeral cars draped in black, 
with red flags at each comer. Several battalions of 
the National Guard followed, the men looking 
thoughtful and sad. At intervals there waT9 the 
sound of the muffled drum. The procession was 
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followed by men and women, relatives and friends 
of the deceased. Dense crowds lined the Boulevards 
on each side throughout the whole course of the 
procession. It was an impressive sight. 

Fighting has been going on again to-day at 
Neuilly. I could see the bombs from Mont Yal^rien 
quite plainly from the Arc de Triomphe. The 
Champs Elys^es were crowded thi'oughout their 
whole length with people going up to see the battle 
from afar. Oh that these days of civil war may 
speedily come to a close ! 

A meeting was to have been held last evening in 
the Salle de la Bourse, but it was interdicted. An 
announcement to this effect was placarded yester- 
day. "The Commune of Paris decrees, Art. I. 
The meeting announced for this evening at six 
o'clock, Salle de la Bourse, is interdicted. Art. II. 
Every manifestation likely to disturb order and fo 
exeite intestine strife during the battle will be 
rigorously repressed by force." 

Nevertheless, from the leading article in the 
Journal Officiel of Paris this evening, it seems as if 
the Commune were giving way a little : — 

'^The Government of Versailles deceives you in 
saying that Paris wishes to govern Prance and exer- 
cise a dictature which would be the negation of the 
National Sovereignty. They deceive you when 
they say that robbery and assassination are publicly 
perpetrated in Paris. Our streets have never been 
more quiet." (This is true enough, but it is on the 
principle, " Make a desert and then call it peace.") 
'^ During three weeks not a single robbery has been 
committed ! Not a single attempt at assassination 
has occurred. Paris only aspires to found the Ee- 
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public, and to acquire its communal franchise, happy 
to famish an example to the other Communes of 
France. If the Commune of Paris has gone beyond 
the circle of its normal attributions^ it is to its great 
regret, and it has been only to answer to the state 
of war provoked by the Government of Yersailles. 
Paris only aspires to govern itself, full of respect 
for the equal rights of the other Communes of 
France. As to the members of the Commune, they 
have no other ambition than to see the day arrive 
when Paris, delivered from the Koyalists who 
threaten it, will be able to proceed to new elections.'' 
We are in doubt as to whether Paris will be 
again bombarded, and have to endure the horrors of 
another siege. It appears, from what has transpired 
in the Assembly at Versailles, that there are many 
of the deputies who would be glad to see Paris bom- 
barded and the city burnt to the ground. They 
seem to forget that burning Paris would not destroy 
the weeds they are striving to uproot, which would 
crop up elsewhere if turned out of their favourite 
soil in Paris. The cause of this tumult lies deep, 
and cannot be dealt with at a stroke. This '^ prole- 
tariat" controversy, which is at the bottom of all, 
is the great question for the next generation to 
settle. A significant paragraph has appeared lately 
in some of the papers, showing that for the same 
room occupied by a workman the rent has been 
trebled within the last eighteen years. The notion, 
right or wrong, that the workmen are spending 
muscle and brain to enrich capitalists, without 
getting a corresponding increase in wages in propor- 
tion to the increasing value of their labour, is laying 
hold on the whole class of workmen. — All feel very 
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acutely the being cut off from correspondence with 
friends. We are told that now all letters put into 
the post are forwarded, but we have received no 
letters since March 30. 

There is an order published by the Commune 
that all citizens from seventeen to thirty-five years 
of age are to enrol themselves in the National 
Guard. Yesterday there was a great crowd of 
people at the Northern Station flying from Paris. 
National Guards were there in force, preventing 
any man who could not bring proof that he was a 
married man and not within the age in which he 
would be liable to serve, from leaving Paris. There 
' never was, in the history of the world, a despotism 
like that under which we are living. "Well may we 
say, with Madame Poland when she was being led 
to execution in 1793, "0 Liberty, what crimes are 
committed in thy name !" One good thing will 
have been accomplished by these days of terror ; a 
wholesome hatred of the Commune will have been 
inspired into tiie minds of the people. 

In addition to the arrests of the Cur^ of the Made- 
leine, &c., I hear that the Cur^ of St. Laurent and 
many priests at the Jesuits' College have been 
arrested and incarcerated. The valuables of the 
churches have been put under sequestration. Many 
Poman Catholic churches were shut up to-day. 

April 8. 

At three o'clock this morning I heard the roll of 
cannon, and it continued till seven or eight o'clock. 
There was then a slight cessation. Afterwards 
during the-moming there was the occasional boom. 
It seems that yesterdav a bomb fell at the comer of 
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the Arc de Triomphe, and another in the Avenue 
Josephine. The city is now regularly besieged, 
though not invested. The Versailles troops are 
drawing nearer the fortifications ; they occupy the 
bridge of Neuilly and part of the Avenue de Neuilly . 
The ramparts are being bombarded from Val^rien, 
and possibly an assault may be made to-morrow. 

The representatives of Paris present at Versailles 
have addressed a declaration to the inhabitants of 
Paris in tho interests of peace and order, deploring 
the useless eflfusion of blood, and lamenting that, 
while the enemy is still on the soil of France, the 
blood of Frenchmen should be shed in civil war. 
Whether this " declaration" will produce any efltect 
remains to be seen. In the JoHrnal Officiel of Paris 
this morning is the following paragraph :— 

" Considering the patriotic reclamations of a great 
number of National Guards, who, although married, 
hold to the honour of defending their municipal in- 
dependence, even at the price of their life, the decree 
of April 5 is thus modified : From seventeen to nine- 
teen years of age the service in the companies of 
war shall be voluntary, and from nineteen to forty 
obligatory for National Guards, whether married or 
not. All good patriots are expected themselves to 
form the police of their arrondissement, and to force 
the refractory to serve." 

Here is the account of yesterday which appears 
in La Petite Presse : — 

^' The action was concentrated at Courbevoie and 
at Neuilly with even more fury than before. What 
cannonading ! At the moment we arrived at the 
Arc de Triomphe, exactly three o'clock, the crowd, 
an immense crowd, was flying in all directions in 
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the greatest disorder, men, women, children — every- 
body was numing in the direction of the Champs 
Elys^es and the neighbouring streets. 'What is 
it ?' we asked. ' Ah, Sir,' replied an old man, ' a 
bomb has fallen in the avenue on this side the 
enceinte ; hence the panic that you see.' From this 
time the bombs did not cease to rain on the Porte 
Maillot and the fortifications. So far as one could 
judge from this distance, the Versailles troops were 
massed at the foot of the column of Courbevoie. 
Their batteries, six in number, were placed in front 
of the column, firing upon the barricade of the 
bridge of Neuilly and upon the barrier of the Porte 
Maillot. At four o'clock the barricade was de- 
molished. Some National Guards crossed the road 
running, and took refuge in the houses on the left 
side. The batteries of the fortifications fired without 
interruption; nevertheless, the Versailles batteries 
evidently drew nearer. The struggle was more 
severe than ever. One could count by hundreds 
the projectiles which were hurled against the wall 
of the enceinte and in the Avenue at about 160 
yards from the Arc de Triomphe. Mont Val^rien 
mingled its hoarse voice in this horrible concert, 
sending its shells to the right and to the left, as if 
the movements of the National Guards were taking 
place outside the fortifications. One heard from 
time to time the firightful grinding of the mitrail- 
leuses." 

The general aspect of the streets, except the 
Champs IJlys^es, is the same, deserted and gloomy. 
The partie officielle of the Journal Officiel contains 
this announcement : '' Considering that the grades 
of generals are incompatible with the democratic 
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organisation of the National Guard, and were only 
temporarily used — ^Art. I. The grade of general is 
suppressed. Art. II. The eitoyen Ladislas Dom- 
browski, commander of the 12th Legion, is named 
Commander of the place of Paris, instead of eitoyen 
Bergeret, who is called to other functions." 

Monday morning, April 10. 

Yesterday (Easter Sunday) morning was ushered 
in with the roll of cannon. The quiet of our morning 
service was often interrupted by the heavy clap 
caused by the explosion of the bombs near the Arc 
de Triomphe. All was comparatively quiet during 
our evening service and the prayer-meeting which 
followed. Some people came to us during the day 
to ask where they could find shelter, as shells were 
falling around their houses. It seems that during 
Saturday night and throughout yesterday the houses 
situated in the Avenue de la Grande Arm^e and 
Avenue des Temes suffered a continuous bombard- 
ment. Mont Val^rien fired at intervals, and the 
batteries at Courbevoie thundered without inter- 
mission. The shells fell mostly in the Avenue de 
la Grande Arm^e and around the Are de Triomphe, 
one injuring the Arch just above the bas-relief on 
the right hand. Some shells fell in the neighbouring 
streets, Eue de Galilee, comer of the Kue de Berri, 
&c., and one is said to have reached the Pare 
Monceaux. Many have been the victims of the 
bombardment. Women and children have been 
killed or wounded. A wine merchant was killed 
close to his own door, and a chef de musique^ by 
name Thibaut, was so severely wounded that he 
died a few minutes afterwards. A shell fell on one 
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of the chains surrounding the Arc de Triomphe, 
sending the rings far and wide. One of them 
wounded a poor man in the leg. Indeed, so dan- 
gerous did it become in the afternoon to go near the 
Arch that no one was allowed to pass along the 
Champs Elys^es beyond the Eond Point. Below 
that point, however, there was an immense crowd. 
True, some faces seemed much saddened and so- 
lemnised ; but the greater part seemed to have come 
out as to a spectacle ! Will it be believed, when 
death, havoc, and destruction were being dealt out 
wholesale within so short a distance, that a goat 
carriage drawn by four goats was to be seen near 
the asphalted walk, and the people near seemed to 
take pleasure in the diversion ! A perfect anomaly 
is the French character. At five o'clock yesterr'ay 
afternoon some National Guards began to throw up 
a barricade at the junction of the Eue Eoyale with 
the Place de la Concorde. As there are no paving 
stones in the Eue Eoyale, the work of raising a 
barricade was more difficult than in other places 
where paving-stones are at hand, and the work 
went on but slowly. There was hardly any jSring 
to be heard last night, and this morning when I 
went out, about seven o'clock, all was perfectly still 
in the streets. No progress had been made with 
the barricade at the end of the Eue Eoyale ; but as 
I stood in the Place de la Concorde I saw two com- 
panies of National Guards, with pickaxes and 
shovels on their shoulders, making towards the 
comer of the Eue Eoyale and the Eue de Eivoli. 
They immediately set to work. By twelve o'clock 
these two barricades, composed principally of earth 
thrown up from deep holes cut in the road, were 
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completed half across each street. From these pre- 
parations it would seem as if an attack were still 
expected, as certainly was the general belief yester- 
day. The aspect of the city to-day, and the silence 
of Val^rien and of the batteries at Courbevoie, 
except an occasional detonation, lead me to think 
some etforts must be in course of being made at 
Versailles to effect a reconciliation. The news 
reaches us that Thiers in the Assembly has con- 
tended for the municipal freedom of all the towns 
in France, and that, if his point were not conceded, 
he would retire from his post as Chief of the Execu- 
tive power. Surely if this be granted, and it should 
be tolerably certain that the Eepublic will be main- 
tained, there will be a basis of conciliation, and this 
civil war may be brought to a close. 

Most of the priests taken prisoners within the 
last few days are still detained, but one or two have 
been set at liberty. Among those released may be 
mentioned the Cur^ of St. Eustache, who was 
aUowed to leave his prison yesterday morning. 
When he appeared in the pulpit at St. Eustache 
the men waved their hats and the women their 
pocket handkerchiefs. The Archbishop of Paris, so 
say the papers, has been removed from the Con- 
ciergerie to the prison Mazas. Eumour says that 
M. Duguerry, the Cur^ of the Madeleine, an old 
man of seventy-six years, most highly esteemed and 
beloved throughout his parish, has died in prison, 
overwhelmed with grief and chagrin. Notre Dame 
was entered and pillaged yesterday. Nothing, how- 
ever, of great value was found. 1793 did the work 
of pillaging Notre Dame so thoroughly that there is 
but little left for 1871 to do. Several domiciliary 
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visits have been paid ; but in very few instances has 
much spoil been found. The Cur^ of the large 
church close by us, St. Augustin, and the Cur^ of 
La Trinity, at a short distance, have both been 
placed, under arrest. The Cur^ of St. Laurent 
managed to escape. 

Thousands are flying from Paris. Scarcely a 
young man, except in the uniform of the National 
Guard, is to be seen. The " Zaissez passer^^ must 
be procured at the Prefecture of Police in order to 
leave Paris, and no man between nineteen and forty 
years of age is allowed to quit. It is stated that 
60,000 persons left the city each day last week. 
From the deserted look of the streets, if it were not 
for the magnificence of the houses, one would sup- 
pose oneself to be walking through a second-rate 
provincial French town. 

A devoted English lady, Miss Blondell, who loves 
the French and has spent years in France in earnest 
efforts to do them good, has just printed a fly-sheet 
in the style of Pere Duchene beginning '^ Ik sont 
venus .^" and ending with an earnest exhortation to 
sinners to come at once to Christ. She was suspecte 
of favouring the Yersailles party, and marched off 
between two armed National Guards. But when 
her fly-sheet was read through it was pronounced 
to be '^ irreprochahU^'* and she was set at liberty. 

I see here and there in the streets great waggons 
filled with furniture with Demenagement in large 
characters upon them. It would seem as if the 
people remaining in Paris were meaning to take ad- 
vantage of the decree of the Commune absolving 
them from payment of rent for the last nine months. 
Some on leaving their apartments have had the im- 
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pudence to ask their landlords for a receipt for the 
amount of their rent ! 

Elections for the vacant places in the Commune 
Were to have taken place to-day ; but a placard 
posted this morning announces that they are de- 
ferred. Ph^e Duchene (the ultra-Communist paper) 
says, that this putting off the elections is worse than 
a crime, it is a fault ! and declares himself for the 
first time in absolute opposition to the Commune. 
Bergeret, the former Commandant de la Place de 
Paris^ is now under arrest. So much for the con- 
cord of the Commune ! 

3 p.m. 

On looking out from the top of our tower in the 
direction of Neuilly and towards Issy, Vanves, and 
Montrouge, I see much white smoke, showing that 
my hope that hostilities were ceasing is vain. The 
last news is that the cannonade and fusillade still 
continue at the Porte Maillot, and that an attack is 
being made on Montrouge. 

Paris, Monday evening, April 10. 

Going out about four o'clock this afternoon, I was 
surprised to find the Boulevards, the Kue Koyale, 
the Kue de Eivoli, the Place de la Concorde, and 
the Champs Elys^es as far as the Eond Point, 
crowded with people. But remembering that, being 
Easter Monday, it is a general holiday, I could, 
under ordinary circumstances, have accounted for 
the great concourse of people ; but surely none except 
French people would have turned out for a holiday 
wheji such numbers of their fellow-countrymen are 
at fiiis moment lying dead or wounded. Crossing 
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the Place de la Concorde, I found a great crowd 
gathered aajpund the Obelisk of Luxor, looking up 
the Champs Elys^es. No bombs, however, were 
flying about to-day, as yesterday, and we could see 
that some venturesome people were walking up to 
the arch. There was another crowd along the Qua! 
de Billy, and I found that the object of their 
curiosity was a collection of gunboats, seven or 
eight in number, moored alongside the quay, but 
with their steam up and ready to start at any 
moment. The Opinion Nationale this evening has 
an article headed " La Paix ! la Paix /" and gives 
an account of the interview of the delegates of the 
commercial men in Paris with M. Thiers. I hear 
that the Versailles cannon has broken the pont levis 
of the Porte MaUlot, and that at any moment the 
Versailles troops might enter. The preparations 
now being made by the National Guards indicate 
the expectation of street fighting. In addition to 
the barricades recently constructed at the end of the 
Eue Koyale and the Eue de Kivoli, I saw, when in 
the Place de la Concorde this afternoon, that they 
were making a strong barricade at the entrance of 
the Pont de la Concorde. If it should come to 
street fighting, the slaughter would be terrible. 

An amusing paragraph in connection with the 
Northern Station is going the round of the papers : 
'^ The Prussians are not confining themselves to in- 
terdicting any interference on the part of the mem- 
bers of the Commune with the management of the 
Northern line. They have, to a certain point, taken 
possession of the Northern Station. For two days 
a Prussian officer, dressed in ordinary costume, has 
taken up his abode in the bureaux of the station 



THE RED FLAG. 85 

master, and superintends the regular departure of 
the trains. At nine o'clock an individual strangely 
attired, with a grey hat and waistcoat a la Robes- 
pierre^ drove up to the station in a carriage with 
four horses, and escorted by four red-shirted horse- 
men. He asked to see the station master, and said 
that the Commune, of which he was a member, held 
him responsible for having allowed more than 200 
men between seventeen and thirty-five years of age 
to leave Paris by that liae. ' Sir,' said the station 
master, ' I do not recognise the Commune, and 
besides, the Northern lii^e is placed under the sur- 
veillance of the Prussians, and to them you must 
address your complaint.' At this juncture the 
Prussian officer made his appearance, and requested 
the member of the Commune to follow him. ' Where ? 
Who are you?' 'A Prussian officer, about to 
transport you to St. Denis.' Without further delay 
the whole party set off at a gallop." 

The following letter appeared in the Times of 
April 16th : — 

April 12. 

In the omnibus last evening, as I went to the 
Chemin de Per du Nord to find some passenger to 
take my letters to England, was a woman talking to 
a National Guard about the losses in killed and 
wounded during the last few days. The number 
was spoken of as being very great. One battalion 
bad been almost entirely cut up. The woman at 
the end of the conversation uttered a deep groan, 
more significant than any words she could have em- 
ployed. As we were sitting quietly in our room at 
9 o'clock last evening we heard the loud report of a 
gun, as if very near, then two more detonations, 



86 PARIS UNDER 

and then immediately succeeded what seemed to be 
a terrible fusillade, and it appeared so near that we 
supposed it must be in the Champs Elys^es, and we 
came to the conclusion that the Versailles troops 
had come in by stealth, and that a fierce battle was 
raging between them and the insurgents within a 
short distance from us. We opened our windows 
and looked out. The night was very dark ; and on 
the black sky, apparently just over the Palais de 
PIndustrie, was a lurid glare, flashes exactly like 
lightning glinting the heavens. We first fell on 
our knees to pray to God to have mercy on the poor 
creatures who were at that moment being killed ; 
then we mounted our tower, and from this excellent 
point of observation watched the battle till midnight. 
At 10 o'clock the firing slackened, and the hoarse 
grating of the mitrailleuses was less frequently 
heard ; but the cannon growled more furiously, and 
it seemed to us as if it were within the city. Had 
the Versailles troops entered ? Were they gaining 
the victory or not ? If within the city, how had 
they entered ? were questions which agitated us, 
but which we could not settle. At midnight we 
retired to rest, and slept as well as the report of 
artillery at intervals would allow us. From 6 to 6 
there was a constant cannonade. Before 7 I was 
out and got the Petit Moniteur Universel and the 
Verite. From them I learnt that the battle had 
been at Issy, that the Versailles troops had sur- 
prised the advanced guards of the insurgents, who 
had retired under the protection of the guns of the 
forts. 11 a.m. — The cannonading still continues 
from Neuilly, Mont Val^rien, and the forts on the 
south side of the city, but is less vigorously kept up 
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than last night. I learn that Asniferes was again 
the scene of conflict yesterday. The Versailles 
troops occupy the houses towards Courbevoie, but 
the insurgents have most of the village, and are 
strengthening their fortifications at the railway 
station. Several bombs have fallen in the streets, 
but as yet little damage has been done. I trust 
our little chapel, which is close to the station, has 
escaped injury. It escaped during the siege only to 
be placed in greater danger now. In viewing 
Paris from our tower I observe a strange feature. 
In the days of the Empire no smoking chimneys 
were allowed in this beautiful Paris, but now I see 
several tall stacks, Uke those of Birmingham or 
Sheffield, rising from the midst of the houses. I ' 
find they are from the workshops for the manufac- 
ture of cannon, and if I may judge from the immense 
volumes of smoke they send forth to blacken the 
sky and give the dismal tinge, the mark of London 
respectability, to the neighbouring houses, this 
manufacture must be carried on with great activity 
just now. We hear this morning that the managers 
of the Northern station have been arrested, and that 
there is a probability of the trains being stopped. 
Sad news to us, implying the entire cessation of our 
sending letters by passengers to our friends. I 
hope it is not true. More cures have been arrested. 
The Conciergerie will soon be a conclave of priests. 
Yesterday several men were surrounded by armed 
National Guards and forced to arm and join the in- 
surgents. One poor man at Montmartre, a member 
of our French congregation, who would probably 
have been taken off, found refuge here last night. 
The Freemasons of Paris have placarded the walls 
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with a protest in the name of humanity against the 
continuance of this civil war, and have sent dele- 
gates to Versailles to strive to be the means of 
negotiating a reconciliation. The bombardment of 
Paris from Mont Val^rien still continues. A shell 
fell this morning in the Boulevard Haussman, not 
far from the Pai'c Monceau. Great indignation is 
expressed against M'Mahon, who entered on his 
duties as Commander-in-Chief of the Versailles 
forces yesterday, and, it is thought, wished to sig- 
nalise the fact by carrying the southern forts, 
Sedan was to be revenged on Paris, and M'Mahon 
was to wash away the dishonour of Sedan in the 
blood of Parisians. From all we hear the Prussians 
are likely to put in an appearance on the scene if 
this sad business is not soon settled. General 
Fabrice is said to be at St. Denis, Prince Frederick 
Charles at Compiegne, and German troops are 
massed all around the north and east of Paris, some 
of them stationed within five minutes' walk from 
the ramparts. — 3 p.m. Cannonading is stUl con- 
tinuing at Neuilly, and evidently, from the loud 
report, with large pieces. Issy and Vanves are also 
firing occasionally. The two arms of the cross sur- 
mounting the Pantheon have been cut off, and a 
red flag is to be seen floating on the summit of the 
building. It has ceased to be a church, and is again 
dedicated, as in 1793, " aux ffrands hommes.^^ 

April 13. 

Last evening, about half-past nine, we heard 
again the din of battle — ^the fire of musketry and 
the rattle of mitrailleuses. On looking out we 
found it was much further off than the night before. 
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About ten o'clock the artillery began to play an 
active part, and the roll of cannon mingled with the 
rifle-firing. The night was not so dark as the 
night before, but the sky was partly overcast, and 
the flashes of light glittered here and there on the 
sombre clouds. We learn this morning that the 
attack was made by the Versailles troops on the 
outposts beyond the southern forts, mostly in the 
direction of Clamart. The fusillade ceased before 
eleven o'clock, but the sound of cannon was pro- 
longed through the night. I slept well neverthe- 
less, and awoke to the same boom as I heard just 
before falling asleep. Going into the Place de la 
Concorde about seven o'clock, I found a company of 
people near the Obelisk looking up the Champs 
Elys^es, the upper portion of which near the arch 
was dimmed by smoke. Bombs are still falling 
around the arch and in the neighbouring streets. 

11 a.m. 

I hear heavy flring towards Neuilly and Courbe- 
voie. It is said that the troops and the National 
Guards have come to hand to hand fighting, the 
two opposite sides being in adjoining houses and 
fighting from garden to garden and from house to 
house. 

Fighting still goes on at Asni^res, and Mont 
Val^rien sends shells upon the village. Some 
houses suffered severely yesterday in the Kue de 
Bretagne, close to the new chapel. I am in great 
anxiety as to its safety. Several shells have struck 
the Arc de Triomphe, occasioning, however, but 
little damage. The statues representing the prin- 
cipal French towns in the Place de la Concorde still 
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keep the black covering over their faces. They may 
well mourn over poor France ! Nantes alone, the 
black covering thrown across the shoulder, looks 
with calm mien towards the gardens of the Tuileries, 
now bursting out into the fresh green of spring. 
The trees along the whole line of the Champs 
Elys^es are beginning to be beautiful. The weather 
is fine, and the temperature mild; everything to 
make the city enjoyable if it were not for this 
horrible civil war. With the return of spring 
might have come the return of happiness and pros- 
perity were it not for these internal discords. Alas ! 
when will they cease ? From much that I have 
seen and heard I am forced to the conclusion that 
many of these fellows of Belleville and Montmartre, 
findmg themselves with arms in their hands, are 
determined to go on with the game of fighting, and, 
other enemies failing, no matter to them, they will 
fight their own countrymen. Many of them know 
not what they are fighting for. I don't wonder 
that just now so many Frenchmen are ashamed of 
their nationality. 

I saw yesterday on the Boulevard de la Made- 
leine, one of the most fashionable parts of Paris, 
what I never expected to see in the centre of the 
metropolis of France — a man in the middle of the 
broad asphalted pavement, with a crowd around 
him, performing feats with heavy weights, lifting 
them and throwing them over his head; a sight 
such as you might see on the green of a provincial 
village on a fete day, Paris, the gay, the fashion- 
able, is reduced to this. The empty state of the 
city — ^>., as far as carriages are concerned, has, 
however, some advantages. One can cross the 



^ 



THE RED FLAG. 91 

Boulevards reading a newspaper all the time without 
any fear of being run down. Fancy this in the 
Strand or Cheapside. 

In the Siecle this morning is the copy of a letter 
written from the Prison de Mazas on April 8 to the 
President of the Assembly, begging him to seek to *► 
end as soon as possible this civil war. I find that 
the report that M. Duguerry, the Cur^ of the Made- 
leine, had died in prison is incorrect. He also 
writes from the Depot de la Conciergerie to the mem- 
bers of the Government at Versailles, begging them 
not to allow any executions of wounded or prisoners, 
as such executions excite great anger in Paris, and 
might produce terrible reprisals, a resolution having 
been formed, at the occasion of each new execution 
at Versailles, to order double the number of the 
hostages in their hands to be put to death. 

A paragraph from a speech delivered by Thiers ' 
in the Chamber of Deputies in 1840, during the 
discussion of the project for fortifying Paris, is pla- 
carded on the walls, and signed '' Un Ami de 
r Or drey "What! to imagine that these works of 
fortification could injure liberty or order is to place 
oneself out of all reality. And, besides it is to 
calumniate a Government, of whatever kind it 
might be, to suppose that it could some day seek to 
maintain itself by bombarding the capital. What ! 
after having pierced with its bombs the dome of the 
Invalides or the Pantheon, after having inundated 
with its fires the houses of your families, would it 
present itself to you to demand the confirmation of 
its existence ! But it would be a hundred times 
more impossible after the victory than before." 
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An announcement of the Commime posted this 
morning informs the inhabitants of Paris that the 
museums are shortly to be opened to the public, and 
the usual annual exhibitions of modem paintings is 
to be held! Will it be believed that when on 
Tuesday night we were Ustening, transfixed with 
horror, to the din of the battle, some French people 
looking out from the windows of a neighbouring 
house on the rolling fire that seemed to pierce the 
very heavens, were bursting into roars of laughter ! 
A battery has been placed in position on the Tro- 
cadero to attack Val^rien. We may therefore 
expect in reply more shells from Val^rien in the 
interior of Paris. The managers of the Northern 
Station, imprisoned two or three days ago, have 
been set at liberty. We may therefore hope that 
the trains towards England will not be stopped. 



Evening. 

This is the day so much looked forward to by the 
friends of order in Paris as a day of deliverance. 
The general report was that, if the Government had 
not reduced Paris to subjection before that day, the 
Prussians would enter the city on the 16th. But 
the day has come to a close without the fulfilment 
of these, hopes. There has been, however, terrible 
cannonading all day, as if an entrance were being 
forced. While we met in our quiet prayer meeting 
this evening, we had the heavy roll of the cannon 
in our ears. A fierce fusillade has also been going 
on during most of the afternoon and evening in the 
direction of Neuilly. We can get no reliable in- 
formation as to what is really transpiring, and can 
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only, comparing what we see and hear, come to our 
own conclusions. 

The Protestant establishment of the " Dia- 
conesses" for the sick and mfirm was entered a day 
or two ago by some agents of the Commune. They 
made dUigent inquiries and searched the whole 
place, entering at ten o'clock at night, and not 
leaving till six o'clock the next morning. At last 
they went away without having found anything of 
importance to lay hands upon. The only thing 
taken away was a watch hanging on a wall. The 
man who took it, being remonstrated with, replied, 
" If I don't take it, some one else will." The Cur^ 
of St. Eoch has been arrested and imprisoned. The 
parishioners in the Eue St. Honor^ are in a state of 
great indignation about it. The large church near 
us, St. Augustin, has been closed for several days. 
What makes every on© ^o fall of fear in these 
troublous times is that niimbers of men under the 
name of the Commune go about to pillage. The 
bombardment, although tot carried on vigorously 
the last two or three days, still makes its victims. 
A family at the Temes, living near the top of a 
house, and through the illness of the father of the 
family unable to ^remove, had a shell sent into the 
midst of their little apartment. Two of the children 
were killed, the mother wounded. The youngest 
child and the sick father escaped unhurt. 

The investment of Paris on the south side is said 
to be complete, and we are in some doubt as to 
whether the battles 'of the last few nights, which 
here are said to be attacks by the Yersailles troops, 
have not been repulses of sorties made by the in- 
surgents. Another idea we have is that, if they 
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were attacks made by the troops, they were made 
with the design of drawing the insurgents away 
from the forts and then surrounding them. 

Placards issued by the Commune still abound on 
the walls. One announces the adoption by the 
Commune of all the wives and children of men who 
die in ''defending the rights of Paris." Wives, 
" married or not," are to receive 600 francs a-year ; 
children, recognised (i.e.j legitimate) or not, 365 
francs a-year, parents or other relatives who can 
show that they were dependent upon those who 
have died, from 100 to 800 francs, according to cir- 
cumstances. These words, ''married or not," "le- 
gitimate or not," are worthy of note as showing the 
idea entertained by Communists of the sanctity of 
the marriage bond. Tacitly, though not openly, a 
general divorce is pronounced under this dreadful 
rule of the Commune. Another placard signed by 
Cluseret, deleguS a la guerre^ tells that he has ex- 
amined all the positions and finds them satisfactory, 
that Versailles has summoned them to surrender in 
the space of twenty-four hours. "Let the powder 
reply," is the concluding sentence. A third placard 
conveys some comfort to inhabitants of Paris who 
have been in constant dread of a domiciliary visit 
from robbers under the name of National Guards, 
declaring that no perquisitions will be allowed 
except those ordered by the Commune, and their 
order will always be stamped at the " Ministere de 
la Guerre J^ The National Guards are commanded 
to watch and see that no other perquisitions are 
made. We have therefore the comfort of knowing 
that if we are robbed it will be by authority ! The 
same want of truth which has distinguished the 
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oflBcial announcements under the different adminis- 
trations ever since July last still shows itself in the 
placards of the Commune. The attacks of the 
enemy are always repulsed. The losses of the 
federes are always small. Although everyone knows 
that the number of killed and wounded has been 
very great every day on the side of the insurgents, 
it is officially declared in a despatch signed Cluseret 
that on the 13th the loss was ''five wounded and 
two killed." 

With the storm of war around, a storm of thunder, 
lightning, and hail i3urst over the city this after- 
noon. The sound of heaven's artillery was a 
pleasant change after hearing for days this horrible 
din of civil war. 



Paris, April 14, 1871. 

We_are_.truly. unde.r _a. ''Eeign of TeiTor." A 
woman, formerly a servant in our family, came yes- 
terday and told us that her husband had been taken 
off by some IS'ational Guards and forced into a Com- 
pagnie de Marche three days ago, and she had heard 
nothing of him since. He had hidden in the cellar 
till he couH hide no longer. Twc National Guards 
had come into their apartment, one armed with a 
revolver, the other with a Chassepot, and had 
threatened him if he would not go with them. ' 
When he referred to his wife's unwillingness to let 
him go, they turned to her and threatened to shoot 
her. " Shoot me, then," said the woman. How- 
ever, the end was that the poor man was forced to 
go. So much for the Uberty enjoyed under _the rule 
of the Commune; 
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The following paragraph has appeared in Galig- 
nanV% Messenger: — "Notification of the Brittsh 
Embassy. ^ULr. Malet, second secretary of her 
Majesty's Embassy, deems it right to repeat the 
notice published by Lord Lyons on the 13th of last 
September, and to declare that British subjects who 
continue to remain in Paris now do so at their own 
risk and peril, and that those who delay their depar- 
ture may find themselves hereafter unable to get 
away.'- 

The three delegates of the " lAgue d^ Union Re- 
publicaine des droits de Paris^'^ just returned -&Q1B 
Versailles, have published the result of their inter- 
view with M. Thiers. These are the main points : — 

1. M. Thiers guarantees the continuance of the 
Eepublic. 

2. Paris is to have the same privileges as other 
towns in France. 

3. The Government will proceed to an organisa- 
tion of the National Guard, but will not admit the 
principle of the absolute exclusion of the army. 

4. AH who give up the armed strife, and enter 
peacefully their homes, shall be exempt from prose- 
cution. Only the assassins of Generals Clement 
Thomas and Lecomte, if found, will be judged 
according to the law. 

5. The National Guards will contiuue to receive 
their pay for several weeks. 

Surely this is all these people can demand. The 
three delegates are to have an iuterview with the 
members of the Commune to-day. 

The fighting yesterday was principally at Neuilly. 
The insurgents advanced on the right side of the 
Avenue nearly to the bridge. The Versailles troops 
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still held the houses on the left side. The Versailles 
batteries at the Kond Point de Courbevoie and the 
cannon planted at the Porte Maillot anrl at the 
Porte des Temes kept np an artillery duel throughout 
the day. Mont ValMen fired both on the Porte 
Maillot and the new battery of the Trocadero. 
Many shells fell on the houses at Passy. Some 
poor women and children were killed, and the in- 
habitants fled into the safer parts of the city, not at 
all grateful for the establishment of the battery so 
near them. All seemed quiet in the evening, but 
at ten O'clock gleams of light were to be seen on 
the hills of Chatillon, and about one o'clock in the 
morning there was the sound of battle — the report 
of musketry and the growl of the mitrailleuse. 

The din of war I heard in the dead of the night 
was, it seems, an attack by the Versailles troops on 
Vanves. What was the issue I find it difficult to 
ascertain. The losses are said to be great on both 
sides. 

7 p.m. 

There has been comparative quietude all day. I 
have scarcely heard the cannon at all. There has 
been everywhere a feeling of uneasiness, as if either 
a terrible assault were about to be made, or that we 
should be shut in to the horrors of another siege. 
In the middle of the day I received by post a copy 
of the circular already quoted from Galignani^s 
Messenger^ sent from the British Embassy. I made 
my way to the Embassy to know what it meant, 
and found that, as the bombardment of the city had 
begun, and it was probable that before long blood 
would be shed in the streets, the Secretary had 
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deemed it right to issue sueh a notiee to the British 
residents in Paris. I learned, to my great joy, that 
Lord Lyons has sent word that British subjects may 
send and receive their letters through the Embassy. 

In walking through the streets of Paris I see 
numbers of English flags. I had no idea there were 
so many English families in Paris. Where are 
they all on the Sabbath-dav ? Certainly not in the 
churches. On this question of the English in Paris, 
I have lived long enough here to learn that there 
are numbers of English people who have given up 
English habits, dismissed English ideas, and are 
English only in name, and when Something is to be 
gained by showing their nationality. The difficulty 
of labouring among such people is very great. 
They hide themselves away from their fellow- 
countrymen, and become French in their thoughts 
and modes of life. English ministers may labour 
here for years without even being able to find them 
out. But when such times as these come, forth go 
their English flags. There is also a class of very 
poor English people in Paris, scattered over the 
city, whose very existence is altogether unknown 
until something occurs to throw them to the surface. 
Such are those who, during the siege, made their 
way in numbers to the British Charitable Fund. 

Another feature of the streets just now is the 
number of couriers on hoT&ehack—estafettes — ^who 
ride along at full gallop carrying messages to and 
from the members of the Commune. The proprie- 
tors of the Grand Hotel are making use of this time, 
when there are so few strangers in Paris, to cleanse 
the hotel thoroughly after its occupation as a hos- 
pital during the siege. Painters, whitewashers, and 
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upholsterers are at work, so that, when things are a 
little more settled than at present, and the former 
clientele of the Grand Hotel return, they may take 
up their abode without fear in their old quarters. 

M. E. de Pressens^ and M. G. Monod, Protestant 
pastors, have both written to the Temps^ protesting 
against the imprisonment of the Archbishop of Paris 
and other priests, and begging for their immediate 
release. 

9.30 p.m. 

Fighting is now going on in the direction of 
Ch^tillon. While I write I hear the noise of battle, 
the hoarse roar of the mitrailleuse, and the boom of 
the cannon. The sky towards the south is at in- 
tervals completely lit up, and gleams with flashes 
like forked Ughtmng. 

Saturday morning, April 15. 

I learn that the fighting last night was another 
skirmish between the advanced guards on both sides 
near Meudon. There has been heavy cannonading 
all night, both at the south of Paris and at Neuilly. 

Monday, April 17. 

On awaking yesterday (Sunday) morning our ears 
were greeted with the same awful noise of cannon, 
and it continued all through the day till evening, 
when there was a short cessation. The quiet of the 
morning service, as on Sunday last, was interrupted 
by the constant booming of cannon. Immediately 
after we joined, in the prayer of the Litany, " That 
it may please Thee to give to all nations unity, 
peace, and concord," there was a tremendous burst 
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from a siege gun, which drowiled the responses of 
the congregation. After the service, Pastor E. Cook 
came in, just arrived from Jersey. He had come via 
Granville, Versailles, and St. Denis. At Versailles he 
had seen one of the D^put^s, whose report was that 
'' things are progressing slowly." Pastor Scheflter 
also called, and told us that he had been yesterday in 
our chapel at Levallois (the chapel specially under 
his care), and a rifle ball had come through one of 
the windows and flattened itself on the opposite 
wall. He picked up the ball, and at the same 
moment another ball came, and he had a narrow 
escape of being hit. He thought it prudent imme- 
diately to leave the chapel. Mr. W. M. Taylor, who 
was present at the service, told us that, a day or two 
ago, having occasion to send a load of goods along the 
Avenue des Temes, the poor driv^* had been killed 
by a shot from a mitrailleuse, and the cart was be- 
smeared with blood. We had comparative quiet, 
for which we were very thankful, during the evening 
service and the prayer meeting which followed. 
As we retired about eleven o'clock all was still, or 
nearly so, and we hoped for a night undisturbed by 
the hateful roll of war, when suddenly the same now 
too familiar noise of a fusillade, ia the direction of 
Neuilly, began again, and continued for some time. 
There was cannonading all through the night, and 
it continues this morning. But, if we may judge 
by the sound, it is the cannon of the fortifications, 
probably spending ammunition uselessly. I find 
to-day three new placards, the first signed by 
Cluseret, and giving an account of yesterday, of 
course telling of a victory, and that the Pontifical 
Zouaves, witti the gendarmes and the sergents de 
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ville, were vigorously combated at the Church of 
Neuilly and repulsed ; the second announcing that 
a court martial has been instituted, composed of six 
members, who will sit in permanence to try the 
numerous cases awaiting judgment, the cases of 
capital punishment to be referred to the Executive 
Council ; the third requiring all arms to be given up 
at the respective mairies^ and rrdering the dis- 
arming of all refractory National Guards. It is 
said tiiat Dombrowski has been wounded in the 
neck, and that thus he may be disabled from com- 
manding for a few days. A word, in speaking of 
Cluseret and Dombrowski as to the character of this 
insurrection. Both the military leaders are foreign- 
ers. Cluseret is of French descent, but, banished 
in 1848, he went over to America and became a 
naturalised American, and took part in the American 
War. Dombrowski is a Pole, or, as some assert, a 
Eussian, who was sentenced to Siberia, but managed 
to escape. Both these men are said to be capable 
leaders, but neither of them is a Erenchman. So 
of the men under their command, although the ma- 
jority are Frenchmen, there is a fair sprinkling of 
Italians of the Garibaldian school, and of English- 
men of the ultra-Eed Eepublican party. It seems 
as if it were generally understood that this is a 
great struggle between the plehs and patricians, and 
9ie partisans of the plehs are rallying around the 
standard of Eed Eepublicanism. I may be wrong, 
but it seems to me that this emeute has gained its 
strength and consistence from its connection with 
the International Secret Society. 

Although the city is not really invested, the 
question of supplies is beginning to be a serious 
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one. Country people don't care to bring their pro- 
visions into a city bristling with cannon and 
abounding in barricades. Naturally prudent, they 
prefer to sell their provisions to the Prussians who 
surround the city on the north and east, and to the 
French who surround it on the south and west, to 
running the risk of penetrating into the city at the 
risk of losing their lives by shells and bullets. 
Hence, the price of provisions is rising rapidly. 
Veal, which sold at If. 40c., now sells at 2f. the lb. ; 
leg of mutton, which a week ago was selling at 
If. 30c., is now 2f. 90c. At the last market at La 
Villette there were only 600 oxen. Our butcher 
said that in a week's time there would be no more 
beef to be had. These insurgents are, I believe, 
well provisioned, for I have seen for the last fwt- 
night immense quantities, in vehicles requisitioned^ 
by the Commune, passing through the streets of 
Paris, as if they were going to some place of safety 
to be stored for the use of the Commune. The 
sufferers now, as during the time of the siege, will 
be the poor inoffensive people who have had nothing 
to do with the emeute^ but who, living in the same 
city with the emeutiers^ suffer for theii* folly and 
wickedness. " Woe is me that I sojourn in Mesech, 
that I dwell in the tents of Kedar." 

The interior of Paris presents an aspect more and 
more sad. The streets, the boulevards, have com- 
pletely changed their look. Everywhere there, is 
emptiness and solitude. Even the Boulevard des 
Italiens, generally the centre of animation, is de- 
serted. The shops are mostly closed, or only half- 
opened. When I talk with the shopkeepers about 
the state of affairs I only have one reply — a deep 
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sigh and " Pauvre Trance !" Groups of people are 
to be seen at all hours of the day at the end of the 
Champs Elys^es, near the Place de la Concorde, 
watching for the explosion of bombs. Some venture 
along the Avenue as far as the Eont Point, and a 
few more daring and imprudent than the rest go as 
far as the Arc de Triomphe. The arch has been 
injured in twenty-seven places. Long will Paris 
bear the marks of this revolution. 

Accounts reach us on all hands of the terrible re- 
sults of the bombardment in the district of the 
Temes, especially between the Avenue des Temes 
and the Avenue de la Grande Arm^e. Shells have 
fallen the last two days in great numbers. The 
poor frightened people take refuge in the cellars, 
but even there are scarcely safe. Balls, too, whistle 
about in all directions. Two men were talking 
quietly together in the Avenue des Temes, and 
were both of them wounded, "^pies" are being 
arrested in numbers. A young man near the Arc 
de Triomphe was arrested on Saturday, because he 
was looking with a foryw^^fe in the direction of Neuilly. 
On Friday six persons were seized in the Avenue 
d'Eylau because they were looking towards Mont 
Val^rien, and their gestures made some National 
Guards believe they were making signals to the fort ! 
The members of the Commune, making believe that 
they are very careful of the lives of citizens, have 
just issued an order that the couriers festafettesj 
are not to gallop along the streets, lest they should 
endanger the lives of citizens. I wish they were 
equally careful of exposing the lives of citizens upon 
the battle-field. 
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4 p.m. 

The cannon still rolls and the bombardment goes 

on. Mr. , who has just called, tells us that 

this morning a pastrj'^cook, standing at the door of 
his house in the Avenue des Temes, was killed on 
the spot by a shell. A bill posted on the walls an- 
nounces that since yesterday all the gates on the 
north and east of the city from the Porte de Clichy 
to the Porte d'Orleans are open from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
and free ingress and egress allowed without laissez 
passer^ except for men between 19 and 40 years of 
age. Another bill tells that the parks and public 
gardens, closed since the beginning of the siege, are 
to be opened from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. They are 
making excavations at the junction of the Eue de 
Eivoli with the Place de la Concorde, but whether 
to construct barricades or for some other purpose I 
could not ascertain. 

April 18. 

The more I get to know about this insurrectionary 
movement the more I am convinced that it is a great 
eflfort of the Eed Eepublican party in Europe to gain 
their ends. They have been on the look-out for 
years for a field of operations ; they could not find 
it in England or in Germany, but in Paris, at this 
particular juncture, they have found exactly what 
they have long wanted. And to make their cause 
more popular they have turned the legitimate desire 
on the part of the Parisians, to have the municipal 
management of Paris in their own hands, to suit 
their own nefarious purposes. Two entirely distinct 
things have been blended together. Hence Paris 
gets blame which she does not deserve. The As- 
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sembly is angry at Paris. The country complains 
-of Paris. The ang^ and complaint should be 
directed against that which Paris happens to coiSain 
at the present moment. The " word of order" to 
these people in Paris is said to come from the Inter- 
national Society in London ! These are questions 
in which all Europe is interested. Unfortunately 
poor Paris has to suffer because she is the scene of 
strife. The scum of Europe has been collected in 
Paris to fight out this battle. I have never seen 
such countenances, not even typified in Madame 
Tussaud's Chamber of Horrors, as are now to be seen 
in Paris. An artist with a powerful pencil might 
get many a hint for a new edition of Bunyan's 
"Pilgrim's Progress" if he were now in this city. 
"Old Adam," "Hate-good," "Malice," "Love- 
lust," "Liar," "Cruelty," "Enmity," "No-good," 
" Envy," all find their most expressive representa- 
tions hi faces which may be said to be "types of 
sin." 

I happened to meet Pastor William Monod this 
morning. He was evidently sad at heart because of 
the multiplied troubles of his poor but dear country. 
He spoke of the foreign element in the insurrection 
as a partial excuse for his own countrymen. 

I heard last night that great numbers of the in- 
surgents had been surrounded and taken prisoners 
between Asniferes and Mont Val^rien. Our concierge^ 
having had to go to BatignoUes, heard the rappel 
and gSnSrale everywhere and the clairon d^alarme. 
The cry " Au secours^^ was general. Still I did not 
know whether to believe the report ; but this morn- 
ing the news is confirmed, not in the papers, which 
maintain a significant silence, but from lip to lip \ 
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the following particulars being addded, " A whole 
battalion from La Chapelle taken prisoners. Of 
another battalion only the commander returned, all 
the rest taken prisoners. A third battalion almost 
entirely cut up. Some wagons Hindis also taken by 
the Versailles troops." It is generally supposed 
that a simultaneous attack will be made on all the 
sides of the city occupied by the French. The rappel 
was but faintly responded to at BatignoUes last 
night, and even those who did make their appear- 
ance in ianswer to the call seemed much discouraged, 
and showed no heart for the fight. All these are 
welcome signs of the coming termination of the 
struggle. In the meantime, however, preparations 
are being made for the street fighting. Passmg 
along the Eue de Eivoli this morning, I found out the 
reason of the excavations at the point where the Eue 
de Eivoli joins the Place de la Concorde. It was 
the erection of a barricade after the new fashion 
ordered by the Commission of Barricades — a deep 
trench to be cut on each side the barricade and filled 
with gunpowder, the barricade itself in the centre 
constructed not of stones, but of earth. They were 
this morning throwing up another barricade in the 
Eue Castiglione. The Commission of Barricades also 
orders by a placard on the walls, after giving direc- 
tions for the construction of the barricades, that 
gunpowder shall be placed at certain intervals in 
the drains. If it were possible, these desperate fel- 
lows, rather than yield, would blow up Paris. 
Happily, such a catastrophe is not possible. Yet 
the fact of their undermining the city With gunpow- 
der is not at all comforting to timid people. I passed 
along the Eue de Eivoli, and saw, to my joy, that 
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the decree of the Commune that the Column Ven- 
d6me should be demolished has not been carried into 
effect, nor is the scaffolding erected, as was reported. 
I believe we owe the preservation so far of this 
historical monument to Cluseret, who induced the 
Commune to delay the execution of their decree 
until '^ the termination of hostilities," which, of 
course, is putting it off indefinitely. 

The result of the elections on Sunday to fill up 
the number of members of the Commune is now 
known, and shows that they created but little in- 
terest, only about one-eighth of those inscribed 
having voted. Eequisitions are still being made. 
The house of the Brothers Pereire in the Faubourg 
St. Honor^ has been visited, and all the wine in 
bottles, some of it worth 25f. a bottle, carried off. 
The Belgian Embassy in the Faubourg St. Honor^ 
has also been invaded by some of the National 
Guards. This, however, has created such an out- 
cry that the offenders have been arrested and im- 
prisoned. I know not whether they will next come 
to us. I have put out the British flag in front of 
the chapel, and given orders to the concierge^ should 
any of these roughs make their appearance, to sum- 
mon me at once. It is a comfort at such a time to 
think that we are English. By the way, let me tell 
you that the British Embassy has been of great 
service to the few British subjects remaining in 
Paris. Lord Lyons kindly allows us to have our 
letters brought from Versailles in the bag of the 
Embassy. Let me cite another instance of kind 
consideration on the part of the Embassy. An 
English professor now has a situation at Morlaix, 
Finisterre. His wife, also teacher of English, find- 
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ing little to do at Morlaix, made her way to Paiia 
after the termination of. the war. Shortly after the 
outbreak of the revolution afae made her way to 
London. In the meantime* however, her husband, 
finding that postal communications were stopped, 
and anxious to send some money, wrote to Lord 
Lyons asking his lordship to supply his wife with 
necessary funds until postal communications were 
re-opened and he was able to repay the money ad- 
vanced. Last evening I received fifty francs from 
the Embassy to meet this ease, which, as the wife 
is now safe in England, I have ta^en back this 
morning. These isolated cases, small iu themselves, 
will suffice to show that the British Embassy is 
now caring for the British subjects still iu Paris, 
and regaining the esteem which it lost by having 
no representative of England at the Embassy during 
part of the siege. By the present abnormal state of 
things a complete stop has been put to work of 
nearly all kinds, and most of the workshops are 
closer^. The Commune, in their short-sighted wis- 
c\om, have ordered that the workshops that have been 
abandoned shall be re-opened for the benefit of th^ 
co-opicrative societies of workmen, as though the 
opening of the workshops would bring back the 
work ! The violation of private houses is now per- 
mitted under authority, under pretence of searching 
for arms chez lez SmigreSy rSfrdctaires or disbanded 
National Guards. A letter in the Opinion NationaUy 
signed H. Lassimoune, gives an account of his being 
arrested at Passy, on the 6th of April, for posting a 
placard announcing a meeting. He was brought 
before a tribunal of four citizens, one of whom, as 
soon as he entered the room where the trial was to 
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be held, pointed a revolver at him, and said '' I'll 
blow out your brains." When the citizen became a 
little more calm the trial proceeded, and ended in 
his imprisonment at the Prefecture of Police. At 
the end of four days he was unexpectedly released. 

We are all hoping for a termination of this ter- 
rible civil war by compromise, to avoid the further 
effusion of blood ; but we know not how it is to be 
brought about. Thiers is willing to make conces- 
sions, not to the Commune, with whom he cannot 
treat, but to Paris asking to administer its own 
affairs. Whether these concessions are such as Paris 
will accept is matter of doubt. It would be wise, 
however, to consider the demands fairly ; for if 
Versailles succeeds in quelling the insurrection, the 
demands, if not met in a liberal spirit, will crop up 
under another form ; whereas, if they are granted 
so far as they are just, Paris may hope for peace and 
quietness for some time to come. 

I see to-day two new placards of the Commune, 
one announcing that the professors at the School of 
Medicine have deserted their posts, and asking for 
medical men as volunteers to supply their lack of 
service ; the other issuing an order to all the Gardes 
S^dentaires to give up their chassepdts for an inferior 
weapon, in order that the Compagnies de Marche 
may be supplied with proper arms. An appeal is 
made to their patriotism to perform this duty, a hint 
being given that if they do not voluntarily give up 
their chassepots, they will be forced to part with them. 

Neuilly is in sad plight ; some of the houses 
burnt, most of them riddled. Some parts of the 
Temes near the fortifications have not fared much 
better. The firing has been much slacker to-day. 
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I hope that this is a sign we are near the end of 
hostilities. 

We are beginning to find the result of the partial 
blockade in the rapid rise of prices. The suppUes 
at the Holies are falling short, and at the market at 
La Villette there is only one-fourth of the amount 
of sales effected at this time last year. True the 
population of Paris has been much reduced by the 
large number who have fled, but that emigration 
will only partially account for the failure of the 
supply, and we may expect prices to rise higher day 
by day. 

5.30 p.m. 

I hear that there was fighting again at Asniferes 
this morning, and that the insurgents sustained 
serious losses. In the Mot d^Ordre^ Eochefort's 
paper, it is said ih^t pourparlers are being exchanged 
between the two parties. 

April 19. 

The least sign of the possible termination of this 
civil war is welcomed. Hence I read with pleasure 
that a deputation from the town of Lyons has waited 
on Thiers, and has also sought an interview with 
the Commune. I was not sorry also to read in the 
Bien Public that in the Faubourg St. Antoine, which 
used to be the hot-bed of Eed Eepublicanism, there 
is a general discouragement among the National 
Guards. Those who marched willingly at first, 
thinking they were fighting for the municipal fran- 
chise, now see that the Commune is going further, 
and that success is impossible, and many of them 
are relinquishing the strife. The same symptoms 
are manifest at BatignoUes, where the great majority 
of the Guards say that they have had enough of it. 
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These short extracts from the Opinion Nationale af- 
ford food for reflection : " The situation of Paris is' 
snch that no one can believe himself in security, 
either for his liberty, or for his goods, or for his 
life ; " and, " The Prussians in Paris, such is the 
necessary final result of the part to which the Com- 
mune seems to have committed itself." The sad 
effect of the present state of things on the material 
happiness and prosperity of the people is everywhere 
apparent. Shopkeepers are in evil case ; scarcely a 
customer is to be seen in the shops. Hotels, which 
at this time of the year are generally so full, are 
empty. Those frequented by foreigners, and espe- 
ciaUy those favoured by English people, are deserted. 
Yesterday, in passing the Hotel Meurice, which has 
been for so many years a home for my countrymen, 
I saw that, instead of the usually wide-open carriage 
way into the court, inviting the welcome traveller, 
the great doors were closed. The number of beggars, 
reminding one of Naples as it used to be under the 
Bourbon rule, had become so great in the public 
thoroughfares that even the Commune has found 
itself obliged to take the matter in hand, and, by 
placards posted everywhere, has forbidden begging 
in the streets. 

From the accounts in the papers this morning I 
learn that the scene at Asniferes on Monday was 
terrible. The bridge of boats having been broken 
in the middle by order of the chef de Ugion^ Land- 
owski, in order to stop the retreat of the 77 th and 
125th battalions, the first ranks already on the 
bridge, to prevent themselves from being pushed 
into the water by those who were following, threw 
themselves flat on the bridge one above another. 
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In the frightful disorder which followed numbers of 
the poor fellows fell into the water and were 
drowned. Yesterday, although I did not hear so 
much noise because of the change of wind, Val^rien 
and the new batteries in the Pare de Neuilly and 
the ChS,teau de B^con kept up a constant Siie all 
through the day. Shells fell in showers on Leval- 
lois, on the railway bridge at Asniferes, and in the 
district of the Temes. A bomb fell very near the 
Temes Chapel, but did not touch the building. In 
the next street to the one in which the chapel is 
situated, Eue Bayen, a mother of four little children 
had her head carried oflf by a shell. The poor little 
children were covered with fragments of plaster, but 
were not killed. Many other sad casualties are re- 
ported. My heart bleeds at the recital of horrors 
of which I Tiear. 

Kain has fallen plentifully during the last few 
days, and has much discouraged the insurgents ! 
This may seem strange to English people, but any 
one who has lived in Paris knows full well what an 
effect is produced upon Parisians of every grade by 
a few drops of rain ! Numbers of the insurgents, it 
is said, have bronchitis and lumbago, and are only 
too glad to go home to get cured. They have more 
fear of inflammation of the lungs than of shells ! 
Butcher's meat is becoming very dear ; Is. 7d. per 
pound is asked and given for rib of beef. 

11.30 a.m. 

I have just been to my point of observation on 
the top of our tower. The forts on the south, Issy, 
Vanves, and Montrouge, are all quiet. So is Yal^- 
rien ; but I hear some coups de canon and coups de 
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fusil in the direction of Levallois. The people at 
Passy have reason to be thankful that the Trocadero 
battery has ceased, as it drew on them the fire of 
Val^rien. The reason of its having ceased was thus 
given in a placard posted on the walls, and signed 
by Cluseret : " The battery at Trocadero has reached 
the buildings of Valdrien, and inflicted appreciable 
injuries.* That was all it was desirable to ascertain 
for the present." The fact is, that the shells from 
Trocadero never went further than Suresnes, and 
the harm they inflicted was not on Val^rien, but on 
the poor defenceless people of Suresnes, some of 
whom were killed in their houses. 

The way from the Eue de Eivoli to the Place de 
la Concorde is now blocked by the barricade. 
Vehicles have to make the diStour by the Eue St. 
Honord. The wind during the last day or two has 
been too strong for the strings by which the black 
covering was tied on the faces of the statues repre- 
senting the great towns in the Place de la Concorde. 
Lille and Bordeaux, after having been blinded for 
six weeks, gaze again on the beautiful fountains ; 
and even Steasbourg looks out above the crowd of 
immortelles by which she is covered. Large red 
posters have been placed on the walls this morning, 
containing an extract from a speech delivered by 
Thiers in the Chamber of Deputies in January, 1848, 
to this effect : '' Palermo has been bombarded. And 
by whom ? By its own government. And what 
for? For demanding its rights. Such an event 
may well excite the indignation of Europe. Lille, 
fifty years ago, was bombarded by the Austrians ; 
Copenhagen by the English; Barcelona by the 
Eegent Espartero. In each case general indignation 
was aroused." 
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The following is the version given by one of the 
moderate party as the reason why the friends of 
order did not rally in greater force at the outbreak 
of the insurrection : " I am a man of moderate means, 
a calligraphe (penman), gaining my livelihood by my 
own exertions. To pursue my calling I am obliged 
to live near the centre of the city. I have an apart- 
ment in the Boulevard Poissonifere. I remained in 
Paris during the siege, became one of the National 
Guard, and did my best to defend Paris, encounter- 
ing with- my fellow-citizens exposure in performing 
my duties as National Guard, and also the priva- 
tions of the siege. In order to live, I was obliged 
to sell some ' obligations^'* the fruit of my economy 
for years. These 'obligations* I had bought at 
300f. each, and was obliged to sell them at 50f. 
each. After the j jege , not haying e^mpH pl ami fnr 
seven months, I was^ expected bj my landlord to 
pay the arr^ifsoFrent on tlie 12th of April. I jgay 
3,000f. a-year &r my iapartment The rent used tQ 
be l,200f., but within the last few years has been 
raised by the landlord to 3,000f. My landlord, like 
most other landlords, was away from Paris during 
the siege. After the 18th March, when the insur- 
rection broke out, I belonged to the parti d^ordre^ 
and joined those who rallied around the standard of 
order at the Bourse. One day, on entering my 
apartment, I received from the concierge a paper. 
On opening it I found it was a congS (notice to quit) 
from my landlord. I threw my sword to the other 
side of the room, and there it is still." This ques- 
tion of rents has had much to do with the course 
eyents have taken during the insurrection. Ee- 
spectable people have said : " Why should I trouble 
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myself? Let the landlords come and fight their 
own battle." There is a general feelmg_that^Paris, 
Tiaving sufltered exceptionally during the ^ege^ 
onght^toMvenSeenTlEe^rst consideration of the 
National Asseinbly, 

It is said that 500,000 persons have left the city 
since the 18th of March. 

Thursday morning, April 20. 

There was a general expectation last evening that 
an attack would be made during the night by the 
Versailles troops. I saw several companies of 
National Guards marching along our Boulevard 
towards the Asniferes gate. The rappel was beaten 
till late in the night. However, I heard nothing 
further than the heavy roll of cannon kept up all 
through the night and continuing this morning. I 
see a placard on the walls, " Dombrowski a FEx^cu- 
tive," dated yesterday, 19th April, and telling that 
all was going on well at Montrouge and Asniferes — 
the enemy repulsed — ^his right wing advancing — 
some of the advanced posts of the Versailles troops 
almost surrounded ; but he wanted a reinforcement 
of 2,000 men immediately, as the enemy was in 
strong force. 

A notice appeared in the Journal Offidel of the ^ V 
Commune announcing the suppression of four papers : (^ 
Le Soir^ Le Cloche^ V Opinion Nationale^ and Le Bien 
Public appeared nevertheless last evening, each con- 
taining a protest against the tyranny of the Com- 
mune. 

The law of the Commune on the question of 
Schiances (bills falling due) has been promulgated, 
allowing the suspension of payment for three years ! 
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Neuilly, Levallois, the Temes, and Asniferes are 
still suflfering a continual bombardment. A shell 
fell in the school play-ground connected with the 
Temes Chapel, yesterday, but the building itself 
still escapes, although bombs have fallen all around. 
The Commune has made an offer to exchange the 
Archbishop of Paris for Blanqui, imprisoned some 
time ago by the Government, but it has been refused. 

In the midst of all this turmoil we continue our 
services, and they are truly times of refreshing. 
On Tuesday evening a few of us held a special 
prayer meeting to plead with God for the termina- 
tion of this civil war. Last evening we held our 
usual service, followed by the class-meeting, and 
found that, according to his Word, Christ was present 
with the '' two or three." 

Thursday evening, April 20. 

To-day at noon immense placards were posted on 
the walls, of which the following is a translation : 
" Declaration of the Commune to the French people. 
In the sad and terrible conflict which imposes once 
again on Paris the horrors of the siege and bom- 
bardment, which causes French blood to be shed, 
which dooms to destruction our brothers, our wives, 
our children, crushed under shells and shot, it is of 
prime importance that public opinion should Jiot be 
divided, thai the national conscience should, not be 
SSlibled. It is necessary that Paris and the entire 
country should know what is the nature, the reason, 
the end of the Eevolution which is now taking place. 
In a word, it is just that the responsibility of the 
griefs, the sufferings, and the misery of which we 
are the victims shoidd Ml on those who, after JmOTig 
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betrayed France and delivered Paris to thie foreigner, 
seek, with a'ttin^ anSTcruel obstinacy, the ruin of 
the great city, in order to bury, in the disaster of 
the Eepublic and of Liberty, the double witness of 
their treason and their crime. 

" The Commune considers that it is its duty to 
affirm and to define the aspirations and wishes of 
the population of Paris ; to explain the character of 
the movement of March 18, misinterpreted, misun- 
derstood, and calumniated by the political men who 
sit at Versailles. This time again Paris works and 
suffers for the whole Ttf France, of which it is pre- 
paring, by its combats and its sacrifices, the intel- 
lectual, moral, administrative, and economical re- 
generation, the glory and prosperity, ^h^t Aofigit. 
jiemand? The recognition and conspUdalJon-SjEEe" 
Eepublic, the only form ol Government compatible 
with the rights of the people and the regular and 
free derelopment of society. The absolute self gov- 
ernment fautonomiej of the Commune extended to 
all the parts of France, and assuring to each the in- 
tegrity of its rights, and to every Frenchman the 
full exercise of his faculties and capabilities as man, 
citizen, and workman. The self-government of the 
Commune will only have for limit the right of equal 
self-government for all the other Communes ad- 
hering to the contract, the association of which will 
assure French unity. The inherent rights of the 
Commune are the vote of the Communal budget, 
implying the control of receipts and expenses ; the 
fixing and division of taxes ; the direction of local 
services ; the organisation of the magistrature, of 
the interior police, and instruction ; the administra- 
tion of the goods belonging to the Commune. The 
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choice by election, with the permanent right of con- 
trol or recall, of the magistrates and pubUc function- 
aries of all orders. The absolute guarantee of 
individual liberty, of liberty of conscience and liberty 
of labour. The permanent intervention of citizens 
in the Communal affairs by the free manifestation 
of their ideas and the free defence of their interests, 
the Commune alone being charged to watch over 
and assure the free and just exercise of the right of 
public meeting and publicity. The organisation of 
the defence of the city and of the National Guard, 
which shall elect its own chiefs, and alone watch 
over the maintenance of order in the city. Paris 
does not wish for further local guarantees on con- 
dition, be it understood, of finding in the great cen- 
tral administration, the delegation of federated Com- 
munes, the realisation and practice of the same 
principles. Paris^ however, reserves the right of 
making the administrative, and economical reforms 
that its population may claim, to create institutions 
suitable for the development of instruction, produc- 
tion, exchange, and credit, to regulate power and 
property according to the necessities of the moment, 
the wish of those interested, and the rules furnished 
by experience. 

" Our enemies deceive themselves or deceive the 
countiy when they accuse Paris of wishing to impose 
• its wish or supremacy on the rest of the nation, and 
of pretending to a dictation which would be a verit- 
able menace against the independence and sove- 
reignty of other Communes. They deceive them- 
selves or deceive the coimtry when fhey accuse 
Paris of pursuing the destruction of French unity, 
constituted by the Eevolution in the midst .of the 
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acclamations of our fathers assembled at the fete of 
the federation of all the parts of old France. XTmtj^ 
such as has -been imposed on us up to this day by 
the Empire, by monarchy, and parliamentism, is 
only despotic, iminteUigent, arbitrary, and burden- 
some centralisation. Political unity, such as Paris 
wishes, is the volimtary associafion of all local in- 
ifiatives, the spontaneous and free concurrence of all 
individual energies in view of a common end, the 
well-being, liberty, and security of all. The Com- 
munal Eevolution, begun by the popular initiative 
of March 18, inaugurates a new political era, ex- 
p^riniental,^ positive, scientific.' * if is the*~end of the 
old governmental and clerical world, of militarism, 
of monopolies, of privileges to which the proletariat 
owes its servitude, the country its miseries and dis- 
asters. Let this dear and great country, deceived 
by lies and calumnies, be reassured. The struggle 
between Paris and Versailles is one of those which 
cannot be terminated by illusory compromises. The 
issue cannot be doubtful. Victory, pursued with 
unconquerable energy by the National Guard, will 
rest on the side of right. We summon France as 
witness. Let Paris, under arms, possess as much 
calmness as bravery ; let it maintain order with as 
much energy as enthusiasm ; let it be willing to en- 
dure sacrifice with as much reason as heroism ; let 
it only be aimed through devotion to the liberty and 
glory of all, that France may cause this bloody con- 
fiict to cease. It is for France to disarm Versailles 
by the solemn manifestation of its irresistible will. 
Called to benefit by our conquests, let her declare 
herself the associate of our eflforts ; let her be our 
ally in the combat which can only end in the triumph 

H 
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I ' V of the Communal idea, or by the ruin of Paris ! So 
far as we are concerned, citizens of Paris, we have 
the mission of accomplishing the modem Revolution, 
the greatest and the most fruitful of all that have 
-illumined history. It is our duty to struggle and 
conquer. " The Commune of Paris. 

'' Paris, April 19, 1871." 

The hope that the Colunm Vendome would be 
spared is, it seems, to be doomed to disappointment. 
In the papers to-day it is announced that the mate- 
rials composing the column in the Place Vendome 
are offered for sale in four lots — ^two lots materials 
and construction ; two lots metals. Za France this 
evening gives a list of forty-seven priests arrested 
between the 1st and 18th April ; twenty-six churches 
closed since the beginning of the month, among them 
Notre Dame, la Trinity, St. Philippe du Eoule, St. 
Eoch, and Notre Dame de Lorrette ; and a list of 
twenty-four " Maisons Religiemes^^ and convents, in 
which perquisitions have been made. I happened 
to-day to meet an English chaplain, and I find he 
takes a very gloomy view of the present aspect of 
affairs, and counsels all English people to quit Paris. 
He has seen several members of the Commune, and 
finds that they are determined to fight it out to the 
end; that probably it will come to street fighting, and 
then the struggle will be dreadful ; that the Com- 
mune is getting help from other countries, numbers 
of foreigners daily coming into Paris, and among 
them many Englishmen of EedEepublican principles. 

The boom of cannon and the occasional sound of 
musketry have been heard all day in the direction 
of Neuilly and Asniferes, and shells have been rained 
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on the Temes. Three bombs fell to-day in the 
Faubourg St. Honord, in the garden of the Kev. Mr. 
Forbes, the chaplain of the English Church in the Eue 
d' Aguesseau, and they have sought a safer abode for 
a time in the interior of the town. A fragment of 
a shell has broken into the roof of our Temes Chapel, 
and scattered the plaster, but has done no furtiier 
injury. Shells are also still falling around the Arc 
de Triomphe, and in the Avenue d'Eylau. Will it 
be believed that, notwithstanding, a wedding took 
place in the Avenue d'Eylau, and that some of the 
wedding party ran to pick up the fragments of a 
bomb that exploded near them ! 

Friday morning, April 21. 

There has been heavy cannonading all night, and 
the hoarse noise of the mitrailleuses. There was 
fighting throughout the whole of yesterday from 
Neuilly to Asniferes, and the noise in that du'ection 
this morning confirms the news that the combat is 
continued to-day. The positions of the combatants 
have not materially changed. There is a general 
idea, however, that an attack in considerable force 
by the army of YersaiUes is imminent. Eeport says 
that in any case the Commune is doomed, for, if the 
Versailles troops should be repulsed, the Prussians 
will take the matter in hand, and establish a respect- 
able Government. 

Friday evening, April 21. 

A bomb has fallen in our boulevard (Boulevard 
Malesherbes) near No. 107, close to the entrance of 
the Pare Monceau, not so near as to cause us much 
disquietude, but still quite near enough ! La Ligue 
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de r Union Eepublicane des droits de Paris^ notwith- 
standing the failure of its efforts hitherto, does not 
seem to be discouraged. This morning a great red 
placard was to be seen everywhere, containing their 
new address. They announce that they maintain 
their former programme, and will take resolutions, 
following the different phases of the strife, which 
may appear to them the best fitted to assure the 
triumph of their principles, and that they are now 
resolved to place themselves in correspondence with 
the municipal councils of the principal towns in 
France, and to let them know the legitimate wishes 
of Paris to which they will lend their support. 

I^fear the constant sight-.nf warlike preparations 
will exercise a most baneful effect upon the youth 
of this city. I see mere children m^ching i/rank 
and file along the streets with sticks in their hands 
or across their shoulders, and one of them blowing a 
horn. Scarcely a boy is to be seen in the streets 
without his gun-stick. No doubt numbers are say- 
ing to themselves, ''Je serai soldatP 

I think the Commune are beginning to find out 
that it has been a mistake to force unwilling men to 
fight. In many regiments only one-fourth have 
fought from conviction or with heart ; the rest have 
only marched from fear or for the pay. Hence the 
m>rah in nmny of the battalions has been verjLlsy, 
Said a man to me the other day, " Yes, of course, if 
I am forced I shall march : but / shall never fire, or 
if I fire, it wUl be in liie air, or with blank c^rt- 
ridge." Another man, who was in the battles on 
the south side of Paris on the 11th and 12th, said 
that he fired his gun in the air so as to be sure of 
not kiUing anyone, and that he wore his ordinary 
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clothes under his regimentals, so that, if a chance 
oflGered, he might fling away his regimentals, and 
either escape or go over to the opposite side. This 
accounts for so much noise, and, happily, so little 
fatal result in some of the skirmishes. 

A bill has been posted this afternoon with a ne^ \\ ( "^^ 
Order of the Commune — (1) that all caf^s, concerts, \ ^a^ 
theatres, and public establishments shall be shut «r 
from half-past twelve to six a.m. ; and (2) that 
any such places that may be found favouring gam- 
bling and prostitution shall be immediately closed. 

I passed along the Eue de Eivoli to-day, and saw 
the barricade at the entrance of the Place de la Con- 
corde, and the one in the Eue Castiglione, both of 
which are assuming quite a formidable appearance. 
The barricades around the H6tel de Ville have also 
been greatly strengthened. 

Saturday, April 22. 
The account this morning is that there was fight- 
ing yesterday, as before, at Neuilly from house to 
house, and also at Levallois, neither side gaining 
any great advantage. Dombrowski sends word to 
the Executive that " the enemy is in retreat ! " 
The seventeen omnibuses and carriages filled with 
dead bodies, which came in by the Clichy gate, to 
say nothing of the numbers of ambulance waggons 
bringing wounded men, do not aff'ord convincing 
proof of the truth of Dombrowski's despatches. The 
suppression of the four journals two or three days 
ago has exasperated many Eepublicans against the 
Commune. It is a common thing to hear people 
inveighing against the tyranny under which Paris 
is now groaning ; but they say, What can we do ? 
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Felix Pyat, one of the members of the Executive, 
lifted up his voice boldly in the Vengeur. and said 
that the suppression of newspapers if al^ys dang-, 
erous and useless. Whether on this point of the 
suppression of newspapers dissension has shown it- 
self in the Commune I know not, but I find that 
the seven names which, as the Executive^ have been 
hitherto appended to all official proclamations 
(Coumet, Felix Pyat, Tridon, Vermorel, Delescluse, 
Avrial, Vaillant), appear no longer, and that a new 
Executive Commission has been appointed. 

2 p.m. 

. In going towards the Palais Eoyal I saw a bill 
containing an appeal to all natives of tibie French 
Departments in Paris to meet this afternoon in a. 
large room at the Arts et Metiers to hear an address 
in favour of '^ conciliation." The barrica(ljBa,,jaJLihe 
comer of the Place, d^ la ConcorSa arid in thfi.-JKue 
CastigUbne are assuming the appQ9.raaQSJi£,Jlunia- 
ture fortresses. In tte court of the Palais Eoyal 
an awkward squad of workmen in blouses was at 
drill. A young Englishman residing in Paris, 
whom I happened to meet, said that the current opin- 
ion was that a great attack by the Versailles troops 
was expected within the next week, and at the same 
time by the insurgents a blow-up of some of the 
streets, and a general pillage ! 

We had a visit while I was out this (Saturday) 
afternoon from two National Guards, who asked 
what this building was, and to whom it belonged. 
On hearing that it was English, they said " Bon^^ 
and departed. 
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ChantiUy, Paris Circuit, April 27, 1871. 
On Tuesday, April 25, during, the time of the 
armistice, I took my wife and family out of Paris, 
and placed them in safety here at Chantilly. The 
Northern Station was filled with armed men, whose ^ 
duty was to prevent any Frenchman, between 19 
and 40 years of age, from leaving Paris. Our 
luggage was carefally examined, search being 
specially made for provisions . and newspapers. It 
was quite a refreshment to one's eyes to see a tri-^ 
color flag at St. Denis, not having seen anything 
but the red flag for three or four weeks. St. Denis 
was still occupied by Prussians, and each station on 
the line had its complement of German soldiers; 
Having been for five wedfcs without our boxes, which 
had been stopped at Boulogne, and, goods trains being 
suspended, there being no chanoe of getting them 
without going for them, I started the same day. 
The train from ClwaitiUy stopped at Creil, and, 
having two hours to wait, I saimtered through the 
town. Like Chantilly, in addition to its being still 
occupied by Prussians, the town is filled with Paris 
people taking refuge from the perils of Paris. Creil 
used to be on our Paris plan, but the English 
workmen left at the outbreak of the war. As I . 
stood upon the bridge, in the centre of which the 
tricolor was fiapping in the breeze, and looked over 
the parapet upon the sluggish Oise rolling its yellow 
current under the arches, and heard mingling with 
the gurgling of the river the merry laugh of Prus- 
sian soldiers, who were smoking to their hearts' 
content close by, I thought of the last time I had 
stood upon that bridge in the midst of a knot of 
friends who are now scattered, northward to Eng- 
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land, westward as far as Cobourg, Canada, and 
eastward as far as Lausanne. I siroUed into the 
quaint old church. It was drawing towards even- 
ing, and the slanting rays of the westering sun, 
falling obliquely thi'ough the eastern stained-glass 
window upon the bizarre and medley architecture 
of the interior of the building, produced a most 
pleasing effect. The deep bass voice of a man came 
rolling along the arches to the extremity of the 
buildinff, and was followed by the united shrill voices 
of chilto. I found that a priest was giving a 
Bible lesson. I planted myself behind a broad 
column where I could hear without being observed, 
and listened to one of the best Bible lessons I ever 
heard. The doctrines of the Trinity in Unity, the 
Divinity and Proper Humanity of Christ, and the 
doctrine of redemption through the blood of Christ, 
were taught in a simple and beautiful manner. 
But, as is always the case in Eoman Catholic 
churches, the pure doctrine was spoilt by the 
dragging in of Eomish additions. The poor chil- 
dren were made at the close to join in a prayer to 
the Virgin Mary ! I was reminded of the close of 
a splendid sermon I heard one week-evening in 
1854 in the Cathedral of Avignon. The subject 
was the Judgment, and so powerful and faithful 
was the preaching that we were all brought in 
imagination before the great white throne. The 
like of it on that subject I have never heard. The 
priest concluded the sermon by an exhortation to 
the people to bring some flowers before the follow- 
ing Sunday to decorate the image of the Virgin ! 

When I got into the Boulogne train at Creil I 
found near me a very intelligent man, whose home 
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is in Paris; so I proposed to him the following 
"questions : — Why did the Government make the 
attack on Montmartre on theiiight of March" 17 
without being sure of success? Why" did: the 
Government leave Paris, and would they not by 
staying in Paris, have formed a nucleus around 
which the friends of order might have rallied and 
so quelled the rebellion? Why, when Admiral 
Saisset was sent from Versailles, did not the 
National Guards, said to be well afltected,, assemble 
in great numbers under the standard of order ? 
How do you account for the great numbers of 
National Guards (far exceeding the opposite party) 
who desire order and peace, consenting to go out 
and fight the battles of. the insurgents ? Said a 
lady in our compartment, who, with her daughter, 
was flying from Paris, " Voila les cinq questions P^ 
All were eye and ear for the answer. The reply 
was, that the Government had treated the Mont- 
martre affair with contempt, regarding it as a sort 
of bravado which they could any day put down 
when so disposed; that these insurgents were 
desperate fellows, Who had nothing to lose, and 
held together, answering always to the rappel, 
whereas only three thousand friends of order as- 
sembled, the rest not caring to sacrifice their lives 
in what they supposed was an unequal contest, and, 
moreover, many of them not willing to fight for the 
Versailles government because of its law on the 
subject of the ScJieances (bills falling due) ; and that 
the men singly, unable to resist the march of three 
or four armed guards sent to force them to march, 
preferred to take the chance of battle to the risk of 
being shot out of hand. 
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My object accomplished, through the aid of 
the Eev. J. Gaskin, I returned at once to Chantilly. 
I had as fellow-passengers a Danish lady, whose home 
is in the Eue Malesherbes, and who was going to 
Paris to rescue, if possible, some of her plate from 
the hands of the brigands ! a Frenchman, who 
thought that the Assembly at Versailles was very 
much to blame, and by its acts provoking instead of 
allaying civil war; a French lady, who had just 
placed her husband in safety at Amiens, and was 
herself returning to Paris to look after their aflGairs ; 
and three Prussian officers, who were just returning 
from a six days' visit to England, and had been 
delighted with all they had seen, and especially 
with the Crystal palace. My passport had been re- 
quired and LeMly scrutinis^ed at imiens on going 
to Boulogne ; but at Longeau, on returning, the 
examination was painfully particular. " Where are 
you going ? Who and what are you ? What is the 
object of your journey ? " Even this was not enough, 
A second official came in and took a seat in the car- 
riage. " Your passport is all en rigle ; but what is 
your object in going towards Paris, and what are 
you ? " " All well ; but we must lasw% proof of 
your identity. Have you any papers to show ? " 
I produced the printed card of our Methodist Chapel 
\^ in the Eue Eoqudpine, Paris, with a list of the: 
services. With this he was satisfied, and a smile 
came over his before stem face. " I beg your parr 
dan^ sir, but Monsieur Lyons (Lord Lyons) has 
begged us to be particular with English subjects." 
I was quite consoled for this strict examination by 
the thought that Lord Lyons was taking care to 
prevent the entrance into Paris of English vagabonds 
to fight the battles of the Commune. 
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Although at a distance of twenty-five miles, we 
hear the cannon distinctly at Chantilly. Last even- 
ing and this morning the cannonading has been 
continuous. We find a wide sphere of usefulness 
here. We hold English services for the English 
people, French services for the French people, and 
distribute tracts and speak to the German soldiers, 
who are here in great numbers. 

Paris, May 3. 

The situation of affairs in Paris remains much the 
same as when I was here a few days ago. Fort Issy 
has been all but taken, and on the Neuilly and 
Asniferes side the Versailles troops have advanced, 
but there is no perceptible difference in the city — 
the same disposition on the part of the insurgents 
to fight on to the last, and the same sad and desolate 
aspect of the streets. In the Eue Eoyale I saw the 
great barricade, where the street joins the Place de 
la Concorde, which during the last few days has 
grown into a Kttte fortress. The barricade in our 
Boulevard, and almost > close to our street, has not 
been proceeded with. The roadway of the line of 
the Boulevards is still comparatively empty. I could 
only see, as I stood at the end of the Boidevard de 
la Madeleine, an omnibus and two cabs in the whole 
length from the Madeleine to the comer of the 
Boulevard Montmartre. From the top of our tower 
I could distinctly hear the fusillading going on in 
the direction of Neuilly and Asniferes. The can- 
nonade, though not continuous, still rolled its 
dreadful boom through the city. 

Among the many placards of the Commune upon 
the walls, I specially noted the following : — 
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" Sommation. 

'^ In the name and by order of M. the Majrehal 
(M'Mahoii), Commander-in-Chief of the Army, we 
the major of the trenches, summon the commander 
of the insurgents, now in the Fort of Issy, to sur- 
render himself and all the personnel shut up in the 
said fort. A delay of a quarter of an hour is aUowed 
for a reply to this Sommation. If the commander 
of the insurgent forces declares, in writing, in his 
own name and that of the entire garrison of the 
Fort of Issy, that he submits, he and his, to this 
Sommation^ with no other condition than obtaining 
life and liberty, with the sole exception of permis- 
sion to reside in Paris, that favour will be accorded. 
If no reply is sent in the course of the delay indi- 
cated, the whole garrison will be shot. 

(Signed) " E. Leperche. 
'' Tranchdes before the Fort of Issy, A^ril 30, 1871. 

" Eeply." 

" To the Citizen Leperche, Major of the Trenches 

before the Fort of Issy. 

" My dear Comrade, — The next time you send a 
Sommation so insolent as that contained in your 
yesterday's letter I shall have the man who brings 
it shot, according to the usages of war. — ^Your de- 
voted comrade, (Signed) " Eossel, 

" Ddl^gu^ de la Commune de Paris." ^ 

A word as to this Eossel, who is well known to 
friends of ours. He is a Protestant, a member of 
Pastor Abric's church at Passy. He is quite a young 
man, not more than twenty-six, but a man of great 
energy and deep convictions. He has conscientiously 
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embraced the cause of the Commune. He and 
Leperche were together at Metz, and were the prin- 
cipal leaders of the movement to oppose by force, 
shortly before the capitulation, the acts of Bazaine. 
Our chapel at the Temes has received another 
bomb in the staircase. Our Levallois chapel has 
been much injured. Two or three days ago a shell 
burst into the building, and, exploding, battered 
one of the walls, leaving the floor of the chapel 
covered with stones and plaster. I wait with trem- 
bling to hear the fate of our chapel at Asniferes. 

May 7. 

At our service this morning we had not a large 
congregation (fifteen in the morning, twenty in the 
evening), but God was with us both at the public 
service and the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
afterwards. All is quiet to-day : no sound of can- 
non. Not a single boom disturbed the quiet of our 
morning service. Before and during our evening 
service we heard occasionally the roll of cannon, but 
compared with former Sabbaths the day may be said 
to have been tranquil. 

Monday morning. May 8. 

A notice is placarded on the walls announcing 
that the ^^ Chapelle Expiatoire," close to us, is 
doomed to destruction, as being a standing insult to 
the spirit of revolution. Those who have visited 
Paris will well remember this little chapel, built 
over the place where the bones of Louis XVI and 
Marie Antoinette were laid, and rested for twenty- 
two years, until their removal to St. Denis. Here 
also were buried the Swiss guards who lost their lives 
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in defending the Tuileries. The two marble statues 
of Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette in the little 
chapel are master-works of sculpture. Within eight 
days — so says the decree — this interesting memorial 
is to be levelled to the ground. This placard is 
signed by Eossel, D^l^gu^ k la Guerre, and dated 
Fhreal^ 79, the first official docimient of the 
Commune I have seen with the dates of the First 
^Revolution. In passing near the Place Vendoine I 
observed a scaffolding around the base of the column, 
but of so slight a description that I cannot believe 
the insurgents are in earnest in their threat to pull 
it down. I had heard that straw manure was to be 
laid for it to fall upon. I see, however, no pre- 
parations of this kind. Let us hope also that the 
rumour of the threatened destruction of the statues 
of Henri IV on the Pont Neuf, and of Louis XV 
in the Place Eoyale, and other bronze statues, is a 
false report. 

In addition to the great barricade at the end of the 
Eue Eoyale, I observe some stones and sand-bags 
laid across the street at the comer of the Eue St. 
Honore. This, however, may not be the beginning 
of a new barricade, but an indication that carriages 
cannot enter that part of the Eue Eoyale. The 
stone barricades in and near the Place Vendome 
have given place to larger and stronger barricades 
of earth and sand-bags, &c., lat the entrance of 
the Eue Castiglione and at both entrances 
into the Eue St. Honord. The barricade at 
the end of the Quai des Tuileries, adjoining the 
Place de la Concorde, is assuming large proportions ; 
and one of the most imposing of aU is at the grand 
entrance of the Gardens of Qie Tuileries. Oae of 
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the chief features of each barricade is a deep trench 
in front. The universal opinion is that the Commune 
will fight on to the end, and may hold out for several 
weeks longer. One is grieved to see in the bat- 
talions of the Commune some mere lads. I have 
observed lately boys of not more than fourteen or 
fifteen ! Several placards announce increased facili- 
ties for the instruction of children, and also that 
schools are being established in which trades may 
be learnt. Many of these arrangements for the edu- 
cation of the people are admirable. 

A red bill proclaims to Parisians that the Church 
of St. Nicolas des Champs has been opened for the 
meetings of a club, and exhorts citizens of other 
arrondissements to turn to a like useful purpose their 
parish churches. A young man, a member of our 
society, attended a meeting in St. Nicolas des Champs 
a few days ago. Men were smoking, drinking, and 
spitting on the floor. A rabid orator from the pulpit 
addressed the meeting in the wUdest style, recaUing 
the deeds of their grandfathers in 1793. 

On Thursday last a meeting of Protestant pas- 
tors was held to decide as to whether any action 
should be taken by them as Protestant pastors in 
reference to some acts of the Commune, as, for 
example, that of the imprisonment of priests &c. 
One was cf opinion that the Communists were 
brigands, that no peace was possible with them, 
and that they must be driven away. Another, 
although milder in his view, was quite as much 
opposed to the Commune. Others thought there 
were points in which the Commune had the right 
on its side, and said they had members of their 
churches , who conscientiously had espoused the 
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cause of the Commune. The decision arrived at 
was to take no action at all. 

There is talk of a levee en masse^ a thing of 
course impossible. The Commune, however, is 
taking means to discover every Frenchman capable 
of bearing arms. A notice is placarded requiring 
all concierges, under heavy penalties, to fumish a 
list of all the persons in their houses, giving name, 
profession or business, place of birth, and age. 

I think I see many signs of weakness in the 
Commune, and doubtless its days are numbered. 
The question now comes, what permanent effect 
upon the Government of France will have been 
produced by its existence for a few weeks in Paris ? 
Some say that it will disgust people with the Ke- 
public, and make all France ready to receive a 
monarchy. Others think (and, as I believe, with 
more reason) that it is the Commune alone that 
has saved the Eepublic for France, and that, even 
if it should soon cease to exist, the Commune will 
have secured a Eepublic for France at least for a 
few years, whatever may be the after course of 
events. 



Paris, May 10, 1871. 
The great event of to-day is the resignation of 
Eossel as DeUguS a Id, Guerre. He was regarded 
by all as a man of talent and capacity, and his re- 
tirement is a great loss to the Commune. In his 
letter, addressed aux citoyens membres de la Commune^ 
he states that either his orders have not been 
obeyed, or that they have been countermanded by 
others, and on such conditions he declines to hold 
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the responsibility. He thus concludes his letter, 
'' I retire, and have the honour of asking from you 
a cell at Mazas." Eochefort in the Mot d^Ordre 
agrees with Eossel in everything but his request 
for a cell at Mazas, and adds that in the present 
crisis the one thing to be done is to appoint a 
military dictator. Whether that dictator should be 
Eossel or another he leaves, but counsels that the 
Commune should choose its man without losing a 
single day. The Colonne Vendome is still standmg. 
Its fall is put off till Friday. Perhaps then it wUl 
be deferred till next Monday ! Nor are there as 
yet preparations for the demolition of the Chapelle 
Expiatoire. The tricolour now floats on Fort Issy, 
and Fort Vanves is all but taken by the Govern- 
ment troops. The Commune is said to be almost 
dead, but it dies hard. 

The sister of one of our French pastors, M. 
Dugand, successor to M. Jaulmes at the Eue 
Eoqu^pine, has been imprisoned because her hus- 
band managed to escape from Paris. Pastor 
William Monod is interesting himself to secure her 
release, but so far has not succeeded. Our Temes 
Chapel is escaping in a most wonderful manner. 
Beyond the slight injury caused by the two frag- 
ments which fell on the staircase, it has not suffered 
at all, although bombs have been falling on the right 
and the left. The other day a shell entered the 
house on one side, killed the wife of the concierge, 
and wounded the concierge himself. Another shell 
fell at the comer of the house on the other side, 
breaking a comer of the wall. In walking through 
some of the streets of the city, usually full of bustle 
and business, it seemed to be that I was walking; 
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through a city of the dead— no camagea. on the 
roadway, no foot-passengers on the causeway Sj al l 
silent and deserted, nothing to be heard but ..tiie 
echo of my footstep. The Boulevards, however, 
were a little more bustling than of late. Ugly dogs, 
with baskets in their mouths, soliciting alms for 
maimed or blind persons sitting alongside, frag- 
ments of bombs that had fallen in Paris offered for sale, 
and books, among which were many copies of the 
works of Yoltaire, were to be seen on the broad 
asphalt. Shopkeepers were busy pasting strips of 
white paper, diamond-fashion, on their shop win- 
dows, with the idea of preventing the plate glass 
from being broken by the sudden shake that might 
be caused by the fall of the Vendome Column, or by 
the explosion of gunpowder. There is a genejal^_ 
impression that some parts of Paris will be blown 
up. From one of the numerous placards on the wall 
I learn that the Central Committee is again coming 
into power in military affairs. Its address to the peo- 
ple of Paris begins with the announcement in large 
characters that the Commune is sure of victory I 
The bombardment of the enceinte is still going on, 
but the cannonading is not so furious as for a day or 
two past. 

May 11. 

Passing along the Boulevards to-day, I saw from 
the end of the Eue de la Paix that ropes were fixed 
near the top of the Colonne Vendome. This looks 
like an intention on the part of the Commune to 
carry out their threat to-morrow. I said to a man 
in a blouse near me, "Do they really mean to pull 
down the column ?" "I don't know — ^pity if they 
do." " It is an historical monument ; they can't 
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destroy the history, if they destroy the monument." 
" No, let them take down the man at the top if 
they like, but the column ought not to be destroyed. 
Everybody who came to Paris went to see the 
Colonne Vendome ; if they go on destroying in this 
way there will soon be nothing left to see. What 
with the Versailles people and the Commune, Paris 
will soon not have a single monument to show. 
The Arc de Triomphe has been very much injured, 
and some of the bas-reliefs which cost so much labour 
and skill destroyed." Walking along over Boule- 
vard Malesherbes, I saw a placard just posted up : 
" In its sitting of yesterday (seven o'clock in the 
evening) the Commune decided : 1. The nomination 
of citizen Delescluse to the functions of D6l6ga6 
civil k la Guerre. 2. To send Colonel Eossel be- 
fore the court-martial." Near it was another 
placard signed Delescluse, of which the following is 
a translation : "To the Garde Nationale. Citizens, 
the Commune has delegated me to the Ministfere de 
la Guerre ; it has thought that its representative in 
the military administration ought to belong to the 
civil element. If I only consulted my own strength 
I should have declined this dangerous post, but I 
have reckoned on your patriotism to render the 
accomplishment more easy to me. The situation is 
grave, you know it ; the horrible war which the 
Federals, leagued with the remnants of the monarch- 
ical regimes, are making against you has already 
cost you enough generous blood; nevertheless, 
while deploring these sad losses, when I behold the 
sublime future which will open for our children 
even if it should not be given to us to reap what we 
have sown, I should salute again with enthusiasm 
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the Eevolution of March 18, which has opened to 
France and to Europe prospects which none of us 
dared hope for three months ago. To your ranks, 
then, citizens, and hold your ground before the 
enemy. Our ramparts are as solid as your arms 
and your hearts. Ton are not ignorant, besides, 
that you are fighting for your liberty and for social 
equality, that promise the fulfilment of which has 
so long escaped you ; that if your breasts are ex- 
posed to the balls and shells of the Yersaillists, the 
prize which is assured to you is the freedom of 
France and of the world, the security of your 
s hearths and the life of your wives and children. 
You will conquer, then : the world which contem- 
plates you and applauds your magnanimous efforts 
is ready to celebrate your triumph, which shall be 
safety for all the people. Vive la Eepublique 
Universelle ! Vive la Commune P^ 

Another notice placarded on the walls every- 
where was to this effect : " The Committee of Public 
Safety decrees that the goods belonging to Thiers' 
property shall be seized, and the house of Thiers 
situated in the Place St. Georges razed to the ground." 
A long and wordy answer to the proclamation of 
M. Tluers is also placarded, and a larger bill than 
any of the rest announces another concert at the 
Tuileries for this evening at eight o'clock. Meet- 
ings of clubs are being held at many of the churches- 
Pastor Emile Cook was present at one of them, 
held at St. Eustache, and listened for some time to 
a torrent of nonsense and blasphemy. One speaker 
said there was no God, but that everything was 
ideah Another that the religion of the Galilean 
was too old, but that the Galilean himself was in 
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some respects excellent, always having remained a 
poor man and never having sought to get out of the 
ranks of the poor ! 

From the top of our tower we can see the bom- 
bardment of the forts and enceinte^ which is now 
carried on with great vigour. Last evening a 
dense smoke covered Fort Vanves ; and, if I may- 
form a judgment at this distance, I should say that 
it is no longer tenable. The other forts on the 
south and south-east, Montrouge, Bicetre, and Ivry, 
must soon fall into the hands of the Government. 
The general impression is that a grand attack on the 
city itself by the Versailles troops is imminent. 

Summoned to-day to conduct a funeral service 
over the remains of an American banker (Mr. 
Eichards, of the firm of Monroe and Co.), who died 
rather suddenly a few days ago, I had a fine oppor- 
tunity of addressing a large company of Americans, 
who had assembled to sympathise with the bereaved 
family and show their respect for the memory of 
the deceased. May the seed sown on this solemn 
occasion spring up to the glory of God. 

Our own services at Eue Eoqu^pine are regularly 
attended by the few who remain in Paris, and in 
this time of trouble are truly times of refreshing. 
Our people, although some of them have been ex- 
posed to great danger, have all been kept from 
harm. Shells have exploded in the next apartment, 
or in the street within a few yards, but not one 
has been touched. So God keepeth his own. 

May 14. 

The Sabbath-day was ushered in with firing from 
the battery on the heights of Montmartre. This 
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will inevitably, we fear, draw the fire of the Ver- 
sailles troops further into the city. With the roar of 
cannon close at hand, we went down to our morn- 
ing service ; but, fortunately, during the time of 
service we had comparative quiet. Throughout the 
day batteries have been sending their shells upon 
Vanves, Montrouge, &c., and upon the enceinte. 
The heavy boom was distinctly heard during our 
evening service, and two of our congregation who 
reside at Montmartre had to hasten home to place 
in safety their fragile things, lest they should be 
broken by the vibration from the cannon. The 
sun, which has been shining most brilliantly all 
day, sank over the west of the city in colour of 
deepest blood-red. Soon after the houses and 
monimients, shown out so beautifully in the clear 
evening light, had disappeared, the heavens to- 
wards the north-west were lighted up by the lurid 
glare of a fire. "We found afterwards that it was a 
house set on fire by a shell. 

Monday morning. May 15. 

Placards have not been posted so plentifully 
during the last day or two as in the earlier days of 
the.i Commune. Military announcements are, in- 
deed, conspicuous by their absence. I observe, 
Ivowever, that Delescluse announces that the 
Federal troops have " swept SablonvUle," and that 
Grou^et (Minister of the Commune for Foreign 
Affairs !) declares that the laws of the Geneva Con- 
vention have been scandalously disregarded by 
the assassins at Versailles, that wounded men have 
been summarily put to death, and tells that the 
Commune, influenced by civilisation, will still keep 
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to the Geneva Convention, let the conduct of the 
assassins be what it may. 

The Column Vendome is still standing, but more 
ropes have been attached to the top, and the scaffold- 
ing enlarged at the base. A crowd of people in 
the Eue de la Paix were calmly contemplating the 
preparations. We went up to one of them and' 
asked, '' When is the Column to come down ?" "I 
don't know, but I should think not before eight 
days." '' But they said it was to be pulled down 
on Friday, and then that this was the day on which 
it was to fall." " Yes, but it can't be taken down 
without making the proper preparations." *'Well, 
I hope they won't take it down at all." " Ah, who 
knows but that the Versaillais will be in before 
they have a chance." The only one of the threat- 
ened demolitions really carried into effect as yet 
is that of M. Thiers' house in the Place St. Georges. 

The barricades at the end of the Eue de Eivoli, 
in the Eue Castiglione and Eue St. Honor^, have 
been beautifully finished, and may be styled, in 
the barricade line, works of art. The muzzles of 
cannon stare out from the midst of the sand-bags, 
and command the whole line of the streets. The 
barricade at the end of the Eue Eoyale will pro- 
bably be the most imposing of aU. As we passed 
it we saw six carts, laden with large bags fiUed 
with rags, making towards it to discharge their 
burden. All preparations are being made for a 
terrible resistance ; for, although there is now an 
open feud between the Ministry of War, headed by 
Delescluse, and the Central Committee, which 
might end in a dissolution of the Commune, yet 
there are numbers of determined men, having 
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nothing to lose, who will fight on to the last. The 
general opinion is that this affair cannot be erifled 
without a fearful slaughter, nor without fightmg 
from street to street and house to house. The 
temporary sheds erected in the gardens of the Tuil- 
eries have nearly all disappeared, and the gardens 
are assuming their old aspect. 

Paris has never appeared to me cleaner and 
healthier than now. The city, except in the more 
open parts, has generally a sour smell, not per- 
ceptible by French people, but easily discernible by 
the keener olfactories of English people. Indeed, 
Paris, like Cologne, boasts of ninety-nine distinct 
odours. But, during the reign of the Commune, the 
city has been as sweet as any one could desire. I 
have accounted for it from the fact of more than 
ane-third of the population having left, the ordinary 
operations for sweeping and cleansing the city 
being still carried on. It is strange to think of the 
Eoman Catholic churches being used for their 
customary religious services in the morning, and 
for the meetings of clubs in the evening. An 
orator at one of the evening meetings boasted the 
other day of the superiority of this revolution in 
this particular, that the priests were willing to 
celebrate the mass, and allow secular meetings to 
be held in the churches at the same time, not con- 
sidering the building desecrated by the secular 
evening meeting for the religious services in the 
morning. 

I " assisted " at one of these meetings held at St. 
Eustache, which is regarded as the central meet- 
ing, delegates attending from all the clubs, and 
two or three members of the Central Committee 
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being always present. The effect produced on my 
mind on entering tlie churcli was peculiar, and 
almost indefinable. I saw men walking in with 
their hats on; instinctively I took off my own. 
Passing by the aisles I managed to get near enough 
to the pulpit to hear very distinctly. The whole 
body of the church was crowded. Oh for such an 
audience to preach the gospel unto ! Dim lamps 
surrounded the nave, the light just serving to make 
the darkness of the aisles visible. The lofty groined 
roof looked very beautiful in the hazy half-dark- 
ness. The orator, who had dared to invade the 
pulpit, spoke thus : ''Have no pity on the assassins ; 
they don't deserve any. The other day they 
bayoneted a poor wounded man on a litter." This 
remark caused a shudder of horror among the 
women near me. '' We must demand the release 
of Blanqui. And if he be not released, the head of 
the Archbishop must fall." At this moment the 
assessor of the bureau (at all French meetings there 
is a bureau^ consisting usually of chairman, vice- 
chairman, secretaries, and delegates) rose on the 
side of the nave opposite the pulpit, and said in a 
clear, strong voice, '' I am glad you have touched 
on that subject. It was I who voted a few days 
ago for the death of the archbishop, and I call on 
you to vote it by acclamation." True, there were a 
few who shouted '' Ow^, ow^," but to the honour of 
the meeting be it said that there was a very feeble 
response. I had heard enough, and left the meet- 
ing. A few days ago, at a meeting of citoyennes at 
St. Germain 1' Auxerrois, a vote for a general divorce 
was carried by acclamation ! 
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Paris, May 17, 1871. 
The event of yesterday was the fall of the Column 
Yendome ; the event of to-day is a terrific explo- 
sion. At a quarter to six this evening every one 
was almost stunned, and the windows of our chapel 
were suddenly forced open. What could it be ? 
As is usual, there were as many opinions as per- 
sons, but the general decision was, from the direc- 
tion whence the terrible sound had seemed to come, 
that it was an explosion at Grenelle. The dense 
volume of smoke, seen from our tower, rising in 
that direction, confirmed the opinion. Our librarian 
and schoolmaster set off together to ascertain the 
truth. When they returned we learned that it was 
an explosion of the cartridge manufactory in the 
Avenue Eapp, that from a hundred to two hundred 
and fifty had been killed, and a great number 
wounded. Women were chiefly engaged in the 
manufacture of the cartridges, and they were the 
most numerous victims, but the National Guards 
on duty outside the manufactory, and some people 
who happened to be near at the time, are among the 
number of the dead. Many of the dead bodies were 
thrown by the violence of the explosion to the roofs 
of the neighbouring houses. Fragments of bodies 
and mangled limbs were to be seen in all directions. 
The sight was most horrible to behold. The 
general idea throughout Paris is that this fearful 
event has been brought about by " malveillance," 
and that agents of Versailles have done it. Of this, 
however, there is no proof; indeed, everything that 
I hear confirms the belief that it it was a pure 
accident. The only suspicious circumstance is that 
many women left tilie manufactory at five instead of 



THE RED FLAG. 145 

six o'clock as usual. Fortunate that they did 
leave, or the loss of life would haye been fearful. 
Four poor fellows have been arrested. 

The long-looked-forward-to but often-deferred 
event — ^the fall of the CJolumn Vendome — took place 
yesterday. At three o'clock in the afternoon a 
citoyen mounted to the top of the column and shook 
the tricolour flag to indicate that the fall of the 
column would involve that of the flag. At half- 
past three the clarion sounded, the workmen came 
down from the scaffolding, the vast crowd was 
made to fall back, the cahestan (a naachine for pull- 
ing the ropes) was set in motion. The column 
seemed to move. All eyes were fixed and anxious. 
But at this critical moment a heavy crack was 
heard. It was the cabestan breaking, and five or 
six workmen were thrown over, but not seriously 
hurt. A new apparatus was sent for, but it took 
at least two hours to bring and fix it. In the 
meantime some men worked with pickaxes, at the 
base of the column, and the bands of two or three 
battalions played martial and patriotic airs. Shortly 
before half-past five the new cabestan was set to 
work. The crowd was breathless. The tension of 
the ropes made the colum totter. An involuntary 
cry lest some terrible accident should occur, burst 
from every mouth, and was succeeded by a dead 
silence. After having oscillated for a moment, the 
mass of stone and bronze fell dislocated upon the 
bed of straw, manure, and branches prepared for it. 
An arm of the statue was broken in the fall, and 
the head severed from the trunk. There was a great 
crackling of boughs, and clouds of dust rose into 
the air, but not the awful crash that had been ex- 
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pecte(1. A tremendous clamour burst from the 
crowd, mingled with enthusiastic shouts of '' Vive 
la Eepublique !" " Yive la Commune !" 

To-day, in passing along the Boulevards, and 
looking along the Eue de la Paix, I could scarcely 
reconcile myself to the new look of the Place 
Vendome, with the empty space instead of the 
beautiful colunm. Four red flags had been placed 
on the pedestal. The sight of the column celebrating 
the victories of the First Napoleon prostrate, and 
the statue of the Emperor lying dishonoured on the 
ground, awoke many reflections. 

The Versailles troops are getting nearer and 
nearer, and the general impression is they will soon 
be witiiin the ramparts. 



Chantilly, Paris Circuit, May 20. 

It being part of my ministerial duty to pay a 
friendly visit to Eheims once a year, I went on 
Thursday and returned yesterday. My route lay 
by Senlis and Soissons, and at both places every one 
in the train was required to show a passport. The 
news of Eochefort's arrest at Meaux on Friday last 
shows the reason of such minute examination. 
Soissons, the ancient and historical town on the 
edge of the forest Villers Cotterets, the burial-place 
of Kings Clothaire and Sigebert, is, it will be re- 
membered, one of the towns that, during the late 
war, the commandant would blow up rather than 
yield; but after two days it capitulated! The 
bombardment of forty-eight hours, however, has 
left its mark on the town. The fortifications were 
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mucli battered and a breach effected ; the cathedral, 
which, though small, is one of the most beautiful 
in France, was struck in several places ; and some 
shells broke through the two spire-crowned towers, 
the great ornaments of the town, and the only re- 
mains of the once magnificent Abbey of St, Jean 
des Vignes. 

At Eheims I could almost have believed myself 
in a German town, so completely is it occupied by 
the invaders. The streets were filled with German 
soldiers; and, in front of the colossal fabric, the 
pride of Eheims, where all the kings of France 
were crowned, from the time of Philippe Augusta 
to that of Charles X., with the exceptions of Henry 
IV and Louis XVIII, Prussians with spiked 
helmets were listening, under the shadow of the 
far-famed portal of one of the grandest of French 
cathedrals, to the command to shoulder arms. I 
made my way to the house of the Eev. John Meams, 
our minister at Eheims, and it being Ascension-day, a 
general holiday throughout France, went with him 
to a school treat he had prepared for the children of 
the day-school. About thirty bright and bonny 
English children sat down to tea and cake, and romped 
in downright English fashion in Mr. Holden's gar-^ 
den. I was the guest of Mr. Jonathan Holden, 
nephew of Mr. Isaac Holden, about whom and the 
arrangements of his factory a long article appeared 
in the Standard (afterwards copied into the Watch- 
man) in September last. Mr. Holden went into 
Paris on urgent business, by the last train which 
entered the city before the investment by the 
Germans, and gave me the following account of his. 
escape : — '^ Finding myself, with our principal 
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clerk, shut up in Paris, having had the misfortune 
to enter by the last train from Eouen on the night 
of the 17th September, to attend to important j&nan- 
cial business, and feeling very strongly that my 
duty was at Eheims, among our suffering workpeople, 
who were exposed to all the rigours of tiie Prussians, 
of whose treatment I had already had some experi- 
ence before leaving, I resolved at all hazards to make 
the attempt to cross the two belligerent lines, for 
which dangerous enterprise my journey through the 
Ardennes the week before, amid the terrible scenes 
of the late battles and their concomitant evils and 
misery had partly prepared me ; but, before desper- 
ately running the ga^intlet, I adopted all possible 
means to get through under shelter of an escort or 
flag of truce. -I went first to our Embassy, and saw 
the only remaining attach^ ; he said he was power- 
less, to render the least service, nevertheless was well 
disposed to make an effort, and fixed an hour in the 
afternoon for me to call again. Not to lose precious 
time I made an effort myself with General Trochu, 
but failed to get further than the ante-chamber. I 
then called upon Mr. Eouland, the Governor of the 
Bank, who kmdly gave me a letter of introduction 
to the General, begging him to aid by any means in 
his power my departure. I was at once admitted, and 
found him overwhelmed with most urgent dispatches 
from all the forts around Paris. He at once ordered 
us a special sauf conduit to enable us to pass freely 
through their lines, but could not do more, adding 
that it was rash to make the attempt to leave the 
city. I then returned to the Embassy, and the at- 
tach^ told me that he could not aid me in any way, 
not even procure me a pass. I told him that I had 
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succeeded in getting a sauf conduit^ but now re- 
quested advice as to how to pass into the Prussian 
Camp. He said, you have already procured what I 
have failed in, and in the rest wiU be more success-- 
ful, as I cannot see M. Jules Favre at present, (he 
had left Paris for the Prussian head quarters). I 
then went to the river, but failed; afterwards to 
Charenton, but was not allowed to pass, as a severe 
combat was going on in that direction, especially 
around Vfflejuif. We then drove to St. Denis, and 
arrived there in time to get into the heat of a con- 
test going on to the right of the Double Couronne, 
towards Stains, from which wounded were being 
brought back to the city. We were therefore obliged 
to return^ over innumerable difficulties, to Paris. It 
was Tuesday night, the 20th September. I saw a 
good number of friends, but all advised me to stay ; 
nor would they aid me in any way. Nevertheless 
I agreed with the cabman who had driven us to St. 
Denis, to take us out next morning by a special 
route which he knew well, for which we agreed to 
pay him 4,000f. down, and 3,000f. if any accident 
occurred to his horses or cab, but he never made his 
appearance. I again saw our military attach^ at the 
British Embassy, who tried to dissuade us from 
making the attempt, as he saw no possibility of our 
getting through. I then called upon M. Jules Simon, 
who gave me a note to M. de Keratry (the Prefect) 
as the person most likely to be of service to us. 
When I saw him he said " Your case has already 
been before me three times by friends whom I should 
be most happy to serve, but really I cannot ; neither 
will I take the responsibility to even advise." I 
replied that I was fully resolved to leave ; and the 



150 PARIS U]!a)ER 

only favour that I would now ask was that he would 
inform me where the least fighting was going on, 
and at the same time where I should meet the 
greatest body of Prussians, as I was not wishful to 
fall in with a few straggling troops without officer^. 
He said "At this moment in the direction of Eoman- 
ville ; but I will not undertake to say what will be 
the case even there an hour hence." My determin- 
ation was taken at once. Accompanied by my French 
friend I took a cab and drove to Messrs. Eothschild's 
to deposit the principal part of our money for a 
cheque upon London. They most kindly rendered 
the service, though money just then in Paris was a 
charge and extra risk, and not at all useful. We 
also deposited our luggage with a friend, and made 
for the barrier of Eomainville, where we were allowed 
to pass on foot to the Fort. We were received very 
courteously by the Commandant. After hearing our 
request, he advised us strongly not to venture, as- 
suring us that we could never pass his lines, and 
saying, " My men will not regard your pass ; they 
may bring you before me several times, that is, if 
they will take the trouble ; but I will again release 
you. I cannot prevent your making the eflfbrt with 
your sauf conduit^ but will not aid you in the least." 
As a favour I requested him to give orders to his 
men not to fire upon us from the Fort : he said, " I 
cannot, nor will I leave my room to assist you." 
We left him in this mood and quitted the Fort, which 
was vomiting forth its shells into the woods behind 
Bondy, or wheresoever the spiked helmet was to be 
seen. We took to our right, and immediately turned 
down the road leading to Noisy-le-Sec. When scaling 
the breastwork at its head, we were accosted by a 
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sentinel who allowed us to pass, and pointed out an 
easier by-path. We followed his direction. On 
entering this by-patii my companion exclaimed, 
* And are you really going ? ' I said, ' Tes, but 
you may remain, and can make yourself useful in 
Paris ;' he replied, 'No, if you leave I wiU not 
allow you to go alone, but will follow/ I soon dis- 
covered that we should be exposed to stray shots, 
and perhaps be a mark for the franc tireurSj if we 
continued among the bushes and fields : we therefore 
made for the main road, which was encumbered with 
the fine large trees that had a short time before 
formed a pleasant avenue. We climbed over tree 
after tree, always remaining in the centre of the 
road. The franc tireurs were as thick as the trees 
and bushes permitted. I induced one of them to 
accompany us for some distance towards Noisy-le- 
Sec. Before entering the village we were gruffly 
accosted by a franc tireur who had had part of his 
k^pi shot away that morning. I recognised and 
went at once up to him, saying, ^ I know that face ; 
are you not from Eheims ? ' he said ' I am, and 

worked there at .' Well, you should know me, 

I am .' ' Of course I know you ; what are you 

doing out here amid so much danger?' ^I am 
going to Eheims.' ' What can I do for you ? come 
to my commandant,' and at once he conducted us 
to him. The commandant received us most sternly ; 
but, when he learnt that we were from Eheims, he 
changed his tone and began to enquire most kindly 
about several dear friends, charging me to give them 
news of him if we should ever arrive. He told us 
that we had before us a most perilous journey, but 
added, ' I will conduct you to our avant paste j and 
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wotild gladly go with you to the PFUssian ont-post 
if those gentlemen were eonducting the war upon 
human principles.^ We asked him how long we 
should have to walk before coming in . sight of the 
Prussians. ^ About one hour and a half,' he said. 
On arriving at the extreme limit we jumped over 
the barricade, and our kind conductor exclaimed, 
with a graceful wave of the hand, ^ d la grace de 
DimP 'Twas a most solemn hour and a half, 
never, indeed, to be forgotten. We passed through 
Bondy, most of which was in flames, without en- 
countering any living creature save a few dbgs and 
cats that still clung to the deserted village. On all 
that beautiful landscape hung dark clouds of smoke 
arising from ihe country residences and homesteads. 
Shortly after leaving Bondy, we discovered the 
fflisteninff bayonets and casques of the Prussians, 
for it waf a bright clear day I said to my friend, 
* If they fire we may both fall, and they may then 
come te fetch us.' At the same time I wrapped my 
overcoat round my arm and laid it across my breast. 
As we neared came the welcome sound ^ Halt P 
as none but a German can utter it. They motioned to 
us to advance, and again to halt ; and thus we were 
allowed to pass the first outpost. The men were 
placed along the bank of the canal, and behind the 
trees lining the road, and were lying down in the 
ditohes with their muskets pointed towards us by 
the score. Once allowed to meet, however, I felt 
quite safe. Then I remembered that I had eaten 
nothing that day, and little for a day or two be- 
fore. I requested to be allowed to sit down, and 
asked for a little bread if possible ; but they said 
that they had not received any rations that day. 



f BOM 1»ABI«. 15S 

We remained there about an hour, and then moved 
to another part of the wood, and then another, and 
thus moved about, but always under sheltet of the 
wood. In moving from the first rendezvous, they 
pointed out a terrible hole made by a bomb in the 
road close by where they all had a narrow escape 
but a few minutes before; the shells were constantly 
falling at random among the trees of Ba,incy. 
About six we went with the main body to Clichy. 
On our way an officer with whom I was walking 
pointed out a man in a blouse whom they were 
conducting into the fields to shoot as a spy ; and on 
entering Clichy the soldiers off duty remarked, as 
we passed, " there go two others to be shot.'' The 
officer growled at them in anything but an agree- 
able tone. On our arrival our papers were de- 
manded, and during their examination, our guard, 
who appeared to take great interest in our position 
said, ' I am a soldier, but would not attempt to 
accomplish what you have done to-day, nor even 
now should I like to be in your position.' I re- 
plied ' We are now all safe, only hungry. Can you 
procure some bread for us V He went into the 
room where were the officers examining our papers, 
one of whom immediately brought us a large piece 
of bread and two glasses of wine for which we were 
very thankful. Never did I find bread so sweet. 
Our papers were made out for Belgium at the 
German head-quarters of Eheims, though they were 
aware that our mission was to Paris ; biit, not being 
in possession of the road, they gave a sauf conduit 
for Belgium, therefore I was requested to give a 
reason for being in Paris, &c. Finally, I requested 
to be sent to tiie Koyal head-quarters, as it wai^ 
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Count Moltke himself who made out our papers. 
The officers at Clichy were exceedingly kind and 
and gentlemanly, and decided to send us at once, 
with an escort, to Coubron, the head-quarters of the 
Saxon troops, where we arrived at a late hour, and 
then went through another severe examination of 
much the same kind. After conferring together, 
the General said with great emphasis, ^And you 
have come out of Paris to-day ?' ' Yes, at noon.' 
^ You have come out of Paris ?' ^ Well, my men 
have not executed mv orders, which were to allow 
no one to leave ; it is, indeed, a miracle that you 
are here, and I am only sorry that I cannot ac- 
commodate you for the night, as you must remain 
with me.' . He added, pointing to a mattress, 
^ That is all I have for myself.' He sent us into 
an empty room ; but soon chairs, and also bread, 
meat, and wine, were brought, at last two mattresses. 
My friend was sad indeed ; and when pressed to lie 
down, he replied, ' I would gladly, if it were -my 
bed of death.' After a while the General came to 
our room to learn something of Paris, and asked if 
there was still something to eat, &c. We pleaded 
ignorance, having been only a few days there. He 
xSst gen^rously^said on feaving, ^f see you are 
not wishful to say anything, and you are perfectly 
right : I admire your caution, good night.' In the 
morning he sent us coffee and bread ; but I could 
not prevail upon my friend to partake of any re- 
freshment. He added, ' I would if it were poison.' 
^Come, come, you are perfectly safe now; what 
makes you so sad ?' He replied, ' It is your 
cheerfulness that makes me sad ; you had no occa- 
sion to leave Paris.' I said, ^I had no duty in 
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Paris, and should have been an extra mouth and a 
burden to them. My clear duty lay at Eheims^ 
and since the decision was taken I have had no 
fear, but should have ever despised myself if I had 
remained.' He said, ^ Well, you are right ; but 
it is death to me to see my poor country thus over- 
run by an exacting enemy.' We were kept long 
into the day, but finally sent forward to Claye with 
an escort ; the General expressing his regret at not 
being able to procure a carriage for us, but said, 
' I have given instructions that they procure one 
for you at Claye.' There we were safely delivered 
over to the commandant, who was kind and con- 
siderate, and gave us wine, bread, and raw bacon, 
which latter was a great boon throughout the war to 
the German army. We did not remain long. The 
commandant told us that we had now our liberty, 
and was sorry that he could not provide a convey- 
ance for us, but said, ^ I have given you a written 
authority to stop any military carriage and mount.' 
We then started off on foot for Meaux, under a 
burning sun. The country was indeed lovely, with 
all the late crops still on the ground, and all the 
vines laden with their abundant and luxuriant 
charge, but not one solitary inhabitant did we 
meet between Paris and Meaux. All the villages 
quite deserted, nothing but military trains, and 
movements of troops, as if all Germany were pour- 
ing into poor France. When nearing Meaux we 
found a way-side inn, and hoped to get some Uttle 
refreshment; but the moment we presented our- 
selves the poor woman nearly lost her senses, and 
began to beg us to kill her at once. Nothing, 
however, could we procure. There followed us a 
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most brutish gang of camp followers whose con- 
duct was such that I did not wonder at the state 
of the poor woman. All these ruffians wore the 
brassard of the Geneva Convention. Such were the 
only people we met in our walk of forty kilometers. 
We passed the night at Meaux, and next morning 
saw the commandant to get his visa. We happened 
to meet a Queen's messenger returning to Berlin, 
who kindly gave us places forward to Epemay. 
We stayed one night at Dormons, and arrived at 
Eheims on Saturday night the 24 th of September, 
after a fortnight's perils and adventures, and found 
my house still occupied as Prussian barracks, and 
the town crowded with Prussian soldiers.'^ 

I learnt from several reUable persons at Eheims, 
in reference to the German occupation, that the ex- 
cellent character given in some English newspapers, 
as for example, in the Times and Daily News^ to 
the Germans, and especially to the German officers, 
for their consideration and gentlemanly conduct, is 
by no means deserved. The miiversal testimony is 
that during the first fortnight of the occupation a 
tide of lawless plunder swept over the country. The 
general opinion, however, is that, much as may be 
said agaiDst the Germans in France, the French 
would have been far worse if they had succeeded in 
entering Germany. 



Paris, May 21. 
Before the dawn of this day of rest began a terrible 
battle just outside the fortifications, which lasted 
till six o'clock. The night befor© there had been 
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fighting along the whole Hne from eleven p.m. till 
four a.m. The result has been hundreds, if not 
thousands, of dead and wounded, a universal dis- 
couragement among the insurgents, and an expecta- 
tion that within a short time the Versaillais will be 
within the gates of the city. During our morning 
service there seemed to be some relaxation in the 
cannonading, for we did not hear a singly rumble 
of cannon or mitrailleuse during the whole time. 
It was a quiet and blessed season — one to be re- 
membered — though our number was only fifteen ! 
Some who could not come to the service called on 
us in the afternoon. The first was a man from 
Asniferes, who had come to tell me that his wife, a 
regular attendant at our Asniferes chapel, had been 
killed by a shell. The poor fellow burst into floods 
of tears while giving me the foUowing sorrowful 
recital. The cannonading had become so heavy 
around his dwelling that he had fitted up the. cellar 
for his wife and four children to live in, and had 
told them to go down to this place of safety. The 
four children he had taken down himself, and begged 
his wife to go, but she lingered to cook some meat 
for their dinner. While she waa leaning over the 
frying-pan a shell from a wdgon blinde on the rail- 
way belonging to the Commune had entered the 
cottage, and burst close to the poor woman. Seven 
fragments struck her, laying her fiat on the ground, 
and scattering above and around her in hopeless 
confusion beds, bedding, tables, and chairs. Her 
husband, employed at a factory dose by, hearing 
the noise, rushed to the house, and called his wife 
by her name. No response. A second call, ^' Where 
are you, Polly ?" The voice of his youngest child 



answered from a comer of the room, " Mother's up 
there." The little child had stolen up from the 
cellar, and was in the room when the bomb ex- 
ploded, but was not hurt ! " Children, where are 
you?" Three voices from the cellar replied, "We're 
all here, father." Eemoving chairs, tables, and 
bedding, the husband saw stretched on the floor the 
lifeless body of his wife. The three chUdren had 
in a moment been made motherless, and himself a 
widower. A second member of my congregation 
came just as this poor man went out. She had not 
L been able to attend the morning service ; had been 
^ aroused at three o'clock by the terrific fusillade, 

which, although she was not Hving far from the 
centre of the city, in the Eue de la Victoire, seemed 
so near that she could scarcely believe that the 
Versailles troops were not within the city. A mem- 
ber of my class came next to tell me she could not 
come to the service because of the presence, in the 
house of which she was concierge, of some people 
whose absence would be much more agreeable to 
her. The house was next to the Mairie of the 
Eighth Arrondissement, and under pretence that the 
windows overlooked the courtyard of the Mairie, 
and that the National Guards might be shot by any 
' one posted there, they decided that the house must 
be occupied. Accordingly an insurgent command- 
ant had established himself in the apartment of the 
first floor, and facUonaires (armed men) kept guard 
at the door. She had been faithful in speaking 
boldly to the commandant, who professed not to 
believe in God and religion, and was not without 
hope that some impression had been produced on 
his mind. Her account of the origin of this man 
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and Ids surroundings were some answer to the 
question constantly asked as to these soldiers of the 
Commune, " DoU eela sort-il .^" This commandant^ 
now occupying with his family a grand apartment 
on the first floor in the Eue d'Anjou St. Honor^j 
was a riding master at the Hippodrome, and his 
aide-de-camp was a stable-boy ! The valorous com- 
mandant had kept a carriage at the door of the house 
throughout Friday night, all ready to convey him 
safely away in case the need had arisen. 

The Eev. Emile Cook next came in, and told us 
that a second meeting of Protestant pastors had 
been held, and a written request to the members of 
the Commune to release the Archbishop of Paris 
and other priests had been signed by twenty-two 
Protestant pastors and laymen, and was to be pre- 
sented by a deputation from their number ; that 
Pastor E. de Pressens^ had attended a stance of the 
j'uri/ d^ accusation^ presided over by Eaoul Eigault, 
to decide which among the prisoners should be re- 
tained as hostages, and had witnessed a mockery of 
justice such as one reads of in connection with the 
First Eevolution ; and that the Commune had pub- 
lished a law forbidding prostitution, and condemn- 
ing all that were proved guilty of robbery to the 
penalty of death. 

Our evening service was greatly disturbed by the 
roll of cannon. The white lines of smoke on the 
hills on the south side of the city, as seen from the 
top of our tower, and the whizzing of shells from 
Mont Val^rien, indicate the continuance of the 
bombardment ; and at nine o'clock this evening the 
quickly-succeeding flashes in the direction of Passy 
and Auteuil denote the beginning of a fusillade, 
perhaps of the general attack ! 
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ChantiUy, Paris Circuit, May 23, 1871. 
We got out of Paris just before the city was 
isolated, the communications interrupted, and the 
gates closed. The Northern line was cut about two 
hours after our train passed. We heard in Paris 
on Sunday afternoon that the Versailles troops had 
entered the city, but we could scarcely believe it. 
We found, however, the following morning that 
the news was true ; at least that some troops under 
Commandant Treves passed the St. Cloud Gate at 
half-past three on Sunday afternoon, although the 
great bulk of the army (fid not enter till Monday 
morning. A* telegram from the Government of 
Versailles was posted at the Chantilly Station 
yesterday (Monday) morning : " Versailles, 4.30 
a.m. A part of the army is ^eady in Paris. We 
have the gates of St. Cloud, Passy, and Auteuil. 
We are masters of the Trocadero." This (Tuesday) 
evening I have seen some one just returned from 
St. Denis, who brings the news that a telegram of 
the Government was posted this afternoon, and 
dated, " Versailles, May 23, 2 p.m.," announcing 
that the troops were in possession of the Tuileries 
and I3ie Louvre, and had surrounded Montmartre. 
Another telegram at 4.30 p.m. had announced that 
Montmartre is taken. All yesterday we heard the 
cannon very distinctly ; it was heard all through the 
night ; and this morning it was more furious than 
ever, accompanied by detonations which sounded 
like explosions, and not the ordinary roar of the 
cannon ; but this evening, thank God, all is still. 
May the horrid sound never be heard more ! Now 
that this sad civil strife is nearing its close, my 
memory brings before me the appearance of the city 
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duriitg the last hours of the Commune. Passing 
along the Eue Neuve des Capucines, which is in a 
Kne with our Eue Eoqu^pine, I observed that the 
iron chains surrounding the Chapelle Expiatoire had 
been removed, and some of the stones displaced, 
the beginning of the demolition of the monument. 
Happily the destruction of this historical building 
has been prevented by the entrance of the troops. 
I wish they had been in a week earUer, so as to 
have prevented the fall of the Cohrme Vendome. 
Sad indeed was the sight of that prostrate column as 
I saw it the other day. We had made our way 
through the fortress-barricade at the end of the Eue 
Eoyale, a compact wall of sand-bags rising to a 
great height on each side of the narrow passage ; 
and then, crossing the Place de la Concorde, through 
the barricade at the end of the Eue de Eivoli. Both 
these barricades were strengthened with stonework, 
with regular steps leading from the lower to the 
higher parts of the fortification. We proceeded 
along the Eue de Eivoli, and turned up the Eue 
Castiglione, the view along the Eue de la Paix 
seeming strange without the column. At last, 
nearing the barricade, we took to the arcade on the 
left, but soon found a bayonet in front of us, and 
the smiling face of a National Guard beckoning^ us 
to the other side of the street, as the sortie was 
there. In single file we passed close to the houses, 
the huge barricade filling up the greater part of the 
arcade. Learning that by a dStour we could get into 
the centre of the Place Vendome, we went along the 
Eue St. Honor^, Eue March^ SL Honor^, into the 
very middle of the Place, and stood beside the fallen 
monument. Some men w^re at work with pickaxes 
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upon the top of the pedestal, apparently levelling 
the stonework still remaining of the base of the 
column. From the near view we gained of the 
prostrate mass of stone and bronze, we found that 
the covering of bro nze was very thin. Most of it 
had been stripped from the stone, and was lying in 
heaps at the side, but about the middle of the column 
there was a portion remaining intact in its spiral 
coil around the stone. We thus gained a good 
view of a part of the historical bas-relief, which be- 
fore we had seen only at a distance. The chief 
point of interest, however, was the colossal bronze 
statue. There was the figure of the great, talented, 
ambitious, unscrupulous man in the Eoman costume, 
lying flat on the gro^ind in the very centre of the 
city in which he was once almost worshipped. A 
feeling came over me exactly like that which I ex- 
perienced when I stood, in the midst of the shape- 
less ruins of Memphis, beside the one great prostrate 
statue, possibly that of the great Eameses. In 
Paris Napoleon I, once the idol of the Parisians, 
finds no one to speak well of him. " None now so 
base as do him reverence." The shopkeepers near 
the Place Vendome (for the fall of the column was, 
during a day or two, the one subject of conversa- 
tion) join in saying, " Ah ! France owes all her 
misfortunes to him and his nephew." Such is the 
instability of human glory ! In the general view 
of Paris from the top of our tower I quite miss the 
statue. There it used to be, overtopping the neigh- 
bouring houses, apparently close to the Madeleine. 
I was accustomed of late constantly to look in that 
direction to assure myself that the column was still 
standing ; but now there is only an open space ! 
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On Sunday afternoon last Paris seemed to be en 
fete. There have never been such crowds in and 
around the Place de la Concorde except on some 
extraordinary occasion, such as the fete of the 15th 
of August under Imperialist rule, and everyone 
appeared to be in holiday dress. At that very time 
the Versailles troops were in Paris ! Never has a 
city been more completely kept under and cowed 
than Paris during the last two months under the 
rule of the Commune. No one dared to utter a 
word against the Commune lest a bird of the air 
should carry the voice. The reply to the question, 
'^ What think you of the present state of affairs ?" 
was, " On riose que penserP " One dare only 
think." The press was completely gagged. News- 
papers were successively suppressed until not one 
was left but such as expressed the wishes of the 
Commune. A medical man, in a hired cab on his 
way to a post of great danger to care for the 
wounded, when, a shell having exploded near, the 
cabman refused to proceed, had only to put his 
head out of the window and say, " Vous etes rdquisi- 
tionnSpar la Commune ^'^^ ai;id the cab bounded along 
at a pace never attained in ordinary times under the 
litmost possible pressure. 

May 24. 

We have seen from St. Denis this day a sight 
such as we shall never forget. Fires have been 
seen in various parts of the city throughout the 
whole day; but in the evening, towards nine o'clock, 
the heavens in the direction of the ill-fated city 
were completely lighted up. If we had not during 
the last sad few weeks seen how little comparative 
damage has been done by what has appeared to be 
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a tremendous conflagratioii^ we should have thought 
that all Paris was on fire. We climbed to the fifth 
story of a house near the canal-bridffe, and thence 
gained as good a view as it was poflible to obtain. 
Fromtiiis point of observation we distinctly saw (1) a 
terrible fire at La Chapelle, (2) a mass of flame be- 
tween La Ohapelle and Montmartre, which seemed 
to be either at La Villette or in the interior of the 
city in the direction of the Tuileries and the Hotel 
de Ville, (3) a smouldering fire on the right of 
Montmartre, apparently iai the direction of Vaugi- 
rard. The heavy roll of cannon broke on our ear 
as we looked on the fearful sight. No one could 
tell exactly from what part of the city the sound 
came, but it was generally supposed that it was 
the battery of the Buttes Chaumont, the last strong- 
hold of the insurgents, firing on Montmartre, which 
is now occupied by the Government troops. Mont- 
martre rose dark and black in the midst of the sur- 
r<5unding fires, and immediately behind Montmartre 
all was dark, betokening that the quarter of the 
Madeleine was safe ; so we have no fear for our Eue 
Eoqu^pine Chapel, unless from the Buttes Chau- 
mont the insurgents should carry out, by sending 
some shells into the midst of it, their vow of ven- 
geance often expressed against the Eighth Arron- 
dissement (in which our chapel is situate) because 
most of the National Guards fled after the outbreak 
of the insurrection. 

As we gazed upon the burning city and the lurid 
glare of the sky, we could not but recall some pas- 
sages in the 18th chapter of the Book of the Eevela- 
tion : ' ' Alas ! alas ! that great city that was clothed in 
^fine linen tmd purple and scarkt, and decked 
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-with gold, and precious stones, and pearls !" " and 
cried when they saw the smoke of her burning, 
saying, What city is like unto this great city !" 

We met a man who showed us some charred 
pieces of paper which he had picked up at Houille, 
twelve miles from Paris, about one o'clock, the 
time when a terrible explosion was heard, supposed 
to be the blowing up of the Hotel de Ville. On 
these blackened shreds could be made out words in 
writing, showing that they were " actes de naiss- 
ance," probably from some mairie or from the Hotel 
de Ville. 

As we returned by train to Chantilly, we could 
see the fire distinctly for a distance of at least ten 
miles. On a bridge over the railway near Gonesse 
a crowd of people " stood afar off " looking towards 
Paris, " and lo, the smoke thereof went up as the 
smoke of a furnace.^ 

May 26. 

This evening we went to St. Denis to ascertain 
as much as possible, by personal observation, the 
course of events. Soon after the train emerged 
from the Chantilly forest, we saw a bright light on 
the sky, betokening the continuance of fires in the 
city. As we drew nearer the light brightened untU 
we could see, at a distance of at least twelve or 
fourteen miles from Paris, a brilliant flame. Various 
points in the horizon towards the south were lighted 
up as from smouldering fires, and the whole length of 
the city was covered with smoke. The flame in- 
creased in intensity as we neared St. Denis. We 
mounted to the top of a house, and thence looked 
down on the awful sight. We counted four great 
fires, but could not make out exactly where they 
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were. One of them was much larger fhan the rest, 
the flames rising to a great height and covering the 
clouded heavens throughout half their expanse with 
a crimson hue. How Uttle did we dream when 
walking through the beautiful streets on Sunday- 
last of the extent of the calamity that was about to 
befal the city ! On our return we did not lose 
sight, except while passing through the forest, of 
the glare of the fires, and even when we reached 
the Chantilly station we could still see the sky com- 
pletely lighted up in the direction of Paris. A 
notice was posted at the Maine here yesterday, 
asking, on belialf of the Govermnent, for young 
men de bonne vohnU to serve as firemen, and go up 
to Paris with fire engines. Twelve men dressed as 
firemen, with all the necessary equipment, left 
Chantilly yesterday afternoon. In the evening 
numbers of pompiers from Beauvais, Amiens, and 
other towns passed the Chantilly station on their 
way to the burning city. 

The three official despatches of the Government 
sent to all the authorities, civil and military, 
throughout France during this week have been : — 

" Versailles, May 23, 4.30 a.m. 

(1) "Half the army is already in Paris. We 
have the gates of St. Cloud, Passy, and Auteuil. 
We are masters of the Trocadero." 

Versailles, May 23, 2.10 p.m. 

(2) " Events follow the course we had a right to 
hope for. There are ninety thousand men in Paris. 
The General Cissey is established at the Mont 
Pamasse Eailway Station, at the Ecole Militaire, 
and has followed the left bank of the Seine as far 
as the Tuileries. The Generals Douay and Vinoy 
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are surroiuiding the Tuileries, the Louvre, the Place 
Vendome, to advance afterwards to the Hotel de 
Ville. General Clinchant, master of the Opera, the 
St. Lazare Eailway Station, and Batignolles, has 
just carried the barricade of Clichy. He is also 
at the foot of Montmartre, which General Ladmirault 
has turned with two divisions. General Montaudon, 
following outside the movement of General Lad- 
mirault, has taken Neuilly, Levallois Perret, 
Clichy, and is attacking St. Ouen. He has taken 
105 cannon and mitrailleuses ; and everything leads 
to the hope that if the struggle does not terminate 
to-day, it will be finished to-morrow, and for a long 
time. The number of prisoners amounts already 
to five or six thousand : it will be doubled to-mor- 
row. As to the number of killed and wounded 
insurgents, it is impossible to speak certainly, but 
it is considerable. On the side of our army the 
losses have been small." 

Montmartre was taken about the time the above 
despatch was written. 

'^ Versailles, May 25, 7 a.m. 

(3) " We are masters of Paris, except a very 
small portion, which will be occupied this morning. 
The Tuileries are in ashes ; the Louvre is saved ; 
the part of the Ministfere des Finances which abuts 
on the Eue de Eivoli is burnt. The Palace Quai 
d' Or say, in which sat the Council of State and Cour 
des Comptes, has been also burnt. Such is the 
state of Paris. Twelve thousand prisoners; we 
reckon that we shall have eighteen to twenty thou- 
sand. The ground is strewn with dead bodies. 
The frightful spectacle will serve as a lesson, it is 
to be hoped, to the foolish people who dared to de- 
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clare themselves partisans of the Commtme. Justice 
will soon receive satisfaction. The human con- 
science is indignant at the monstrous deeds of which 
France and the whole world have just been witnesses. 
The conduct of the army has been admirable. We 
are happy, in the midst of our misfortunes, to be 
able to announce that, thanks to the wisdom of our 
generals, our loss is but small." 

May 27, 7 p.m. 
We have just received a letter, posted in Parisy 
from Mr. Chastel, our librarian at Eoqu^pine, the 
first letter from Paris the Chantilly postman has 
delivered for two months. " He tells us that he is 
well, and that the whole house has been safely 
kept. Some rifle balls entered the building, but net- — . 
one was wounded. He adds : "Paris is quite de- I 
vastated — a considerable portion burnt. The in- 
surrection is conquered, but what a mass of ruins it I 
has left ! No one can go out of Paris. God has 
mercifully kept me from all danger, but many have / 
fallen. You will learn with sorrow that Madame 
Paris and her brother (the Madame Paris who, with / - 
her husband, has carried on so successful a work oy 
evangelisation among the chiffoniers) were struck b^ 
a ball in their room on Tuesday morning. They 
were buried last evening (Thursday) at six o'clock. 
The Eue Eoyale, the Tmleries, Hotel de Ville, Cour 
des Comptes, Legion d'Honneur, Grenier d'Abond- 
ance, some churches, barracks, &c., &c., have been 
burnt by the insurgents, and are completely de- 
istroyed. Frightful ! frightful ! But that which 
oppresses me the most is the thought of the thou- 
sands of lives sacrificed, the souls that have passed 
itito eternity without any preparation. Oh ! my 
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heart bleeds ! Among all our friends and acquaint- 
ances I hear of none killed except the two whom I 
have mentioned. I have passed a good night for 
the first time since Saturday. I do not hear the 
cannon, but know not whether all the quarters are 
conquered. There are fires in all directions. Women 
and children are going about in all the quarters, and 
pourmg petroleum through all the air-holes of the 
cellars and underground storehouses. Everybody 
is taking the precaution of having them stopped up." 

In the Paris Journal of to-day we find the follow- 
ing sad account of the fires in Paris : — 

Lea Tuileries^ absolutely consumed except the 
thick walls. Le Louvre^ saved, except the library. 
Le Palais de Justice^ a ruin. Le Palais Royal^ all 
the part formerly inhabited by the Prince Napoleon 
destroyed, the neighbouring houses preserved. Le 
Chdtelet^ burning still. Les Arts et Metiers, consumed. 
Le Grenier d^Abondance^ nothing but enormous 
smoking debris. L^ Hotel de Vilky with its archives, 
documents, library, and history of Paris, a ruin ; 
VEglise St. Eustache^ the b'eginnmg of a fire pro- 
duced by a petroleum-bomb, which was soon ex- 
tinguished. The clock-tower partially destroyed 
by shells, but the main part of the church saved. 
Le Ldgion d^Honneur^ in ashes. Le Conseil d^Etat^ 
la Cour des Comptes^ in ashes. Le Ministere des 
Finances^ partly burnt. Le Port St. Martin^ burnt. 
L^ EntrepotyinfLames. Les Gobelins jdestrojed.^^ Some 
of these buildings were scarcely injured; but this is 
the list as it appeared in the Paris Journal. 

Such is the moumftd list; and we learn that 
women, more like furies than human beings, have 
taken a fiendish part'^^in th^ work of destruction. 
They have, however, done their worst, the remain- 
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ing insurgents being now pursued to their last 
stronghold, Belleville, whence doubtless they will 
soon be dislodged. Notwithstanding this fearful 
destruction, anyone who takes in his hand a map 
of Paris and compares what has been destroyed with 
what remains, will see but little of the city has bedn 
devastated. The finest monuments, the Madeleine, 
Notre Dame, the Sainte Chapelle, the Church of the 
Invalides, the Arc de Tromphe, &c., &c. still re- 
main, and I venture to predict that, although I 
have no hope that the city wiU be rebuilt in a year, 
in twenty years from this time Paris wiU be mor^ 
magnificent than ever. Some verses in Eevelation 
xviii., it is true, have wonderfully described the 
present doleful condition of the city, but I have na 
beUef that the prophecy of the ipter refers to 
Paris. There are some verses which lead to the 
supposition that it refers with far greater probability 
to such a city as London ! 

May 28. 

I have just received a letter from one of our 
local preachers who is taking the services to-day at 
Eue Eoqu^pine, as it is impossible for me to get in. 
I am preaching at the chapel here at Chantilly. 
Here is the letter : — 

" Paris, Thursday morning. 

" We have pased through a terrible season, but 
have been preserved. We are all safe and well at 
the chapel. I am writing on the top of a drum 
near Montmartre, having followed the troops to 
attend to the wounded. I have just witnessed the 
execution of twenty-five women who were found 
pouring boiling water upon the heads of the soldiers. 
A great portion of the city is in flames." 
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May 20. 

The two following official Government despatches 
have been posted at the Mairie yesterday and to- 
day : — 

"May 27, 11,40 a.m. 

" The troops have conquered all the forts, carried 
the Place de la Bastille, the Chkteau d'Eau, the 
Prince Eugfene Barracks, the railway stations, and 
now there is nothing left but to occupy Belleville. 
We have made more than 20,000 prisoners." 

May 28, 9.30 p.m. 

" Our corps d^armee^ charged to operate upon the 
right bank, was yesterday evening ranged in a circle 
at the foot of the Buttes Chaumont and the heights 
of Belleville. This night they have surmounted all 
obstacles. General Ladmirault has passed the 
Bassin de la Villette^ the Cattle Market, and as- 
cended the Buttes Chaumont and the heights of 
Belleville. Young Drouot, so worthy of the name 
he bears, carried the barricades, and this day Lad- 
mirault's corps crowned the heights. On his side 
Douay's corps left the Boulevard Eichard Lenoir in 
order to reach the same positions of Belleville. At 
the same time General Vinoy mounted the Cemetery 
of Pfere Lachaise, carried the Mairie of the Twentieth 
Arrondissement and the prison of la Eoquette. The 
sailors showed everywhere their accustomed entrain. 
Entering la Eoquette we had the consolation of 
saving 269 hostages who were about to be shot ; 
but alas ! the wretches from whom we are obliged to 
snatch Paris burnt and bloody, had had the time to 
shoot seventy-four of them, among whom, we have 
the sorrow of announcing, are the Archbishop of Paris, 
the Abb^ Deguerry, cur^ of the Madeleine (the 
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htfA of men), the presideat Bonjean, and many men 
of merit and of rare and excellent qualities. 
After having put to deaths during tiiese last days, 
the grmerous Chaudey, a man full of heart and good- 
nem, and an inveteriErte republican, whom could one 
hope they would spare? Now, driven back 
to the extremity of the meemte between the 
French anny and the Prussians, who refuse to let 
them pass, they are about to expiate their crimes, and 
have nothing more to do but either to die or give 
themselves up. The too culpable Delescluze was 
picked up dead by the iatx>ps of General Clinchant. 
Milli^re, not less &mous, has been shot for having 
flred a revolver three times at a corporal who ar- 
rested him. These expiations do not atone for so 
much misery, for so many crimes ; but they ought 
to teach these mad people that men do not provoke 
and set at defiance civilisation in vain; and that 
soon justice makes itself heard and felt. The insur- 
rection, shut up within the space of 80^le few hun- 
dred yards, is conquered, definitely conquered. 
Peace is about to spring up again, but it will not 
be able to chase from honest ana patriotic hearts 
the profound grief with which they are penetrated.'^ 

May 29, 6 p.m. 
The Paris Journal has just arrived, announcing 
that " the army of order is now completely mistress 
of Paris." Among the items of news we learn, in 
contradiction of the former report, that the Odeon 
and Chd/telet are not burnt ; that the great fire we 
saw from St. Denis on Friday night was at the 
great storehouses near the docks at Villette. 
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ChantiUy, Paris Circuit, M^y 31, 1871. 

We have received two letters from Mr. Chastel, 
our librarian at the Eue Eoqu^pine, which have 
reached us by the regular post, showing that postal 
communications are now re-established. From these 
letters I translate the following extracts : — 

Paris, May 22. 

Since eight o'clock this morning there has been a 
fusillade in our street (Eoqu^pine). During part 
of last night we heard the distant cannon, the drum, 
the clarion, and the tocsin. This morning we were 
spjirrounded by National Guards, and we heard the 
fusillade in the directicm (rf the Fai^bourg St. 
Honor^ and Champs Elys^es. After a while the 
fight was close to St Augiantin, in the Boulevard 
Malesherbes, and at last the soldiers reached our 
street. We could not even put our nose to the 
window without the risk of being struck by a baU. 
The soldiers are installed in the house next to our 
chapel, and are firing in the direction of Eue Jf euve 
des Mathurins (in a line with our Eue Eoqu^pine 
on the other side of the Boulevard Malesherbes). 
They are at the doorway and at the windows of 
each story. You may imagine the noise and con- 
fusion we hear outside. About nine o'clock we had 
worship in our room; all in the house were present, 
ftfid we prayed earnestly to GfOd to aid us and pre- 
pare us for whatever might happen. It is blessed 
to feel the presence of God in ike midst of danger. 
The door of the shop immediately in front of us 
has been broken in with a hatchet, I suppose be- 
cause they would not open it. I heard a poor 
wounded man utter a cry, I peeped out from under 
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our window shutters and saw him carried off. 
Shortly afterwards a soldier was killed on the spot 
close to our library. A litter was brought, and he 
was carried with all haste to the other side of the 
street, as at that time the balls were falling only 
on our side. Our concierge just opened the great 
door of the chapel enough to give a bottle of wine 
to the soldiers. An artilleryman at the comer of 
the Eue d'Astorg (a street close by us) was killed 
or badly wounded. At one o'clock I went up to 
Mr. Cook's apartment. The noise was even louder 
there than in the library. A ball has just flattened 
itself against the balcony of Mr. Gibson's apartment. 
I came down to the library. The cannon rolled and 
the fusillade continued, but it was impossible for us 
to know which side had the upper hand. From 
time to time we heard the grating of the mitrailleuses. 
Shells were bursting, but we knew not whence they 
came nor where they were falling. The noise is 
something terrible. Mrs. Gibson, when they were 
here yesterday, regretted that they were not all in 
Paris. If she were here to-day she would wish 
herself in Chantilly. 

4 p.m. 

The fusillade still continues. I hear the soldiers 
mounting the staircase of the next house. Mr. 
Bordage (the schoolmaster) has not come to-day. 
Doubtless he has been unable to make the journey 
from his apartment. None of us dares to go out. 
Happily, I laid in 41b. of bread on Saturday. No 
one, however, has much appetite or the heart to eat. 
Our cry is ^' Lord, have mercy upon us !" 

6 p.m. 

The fusillade continues just outside my door. In 
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the distance I heard the rattling of the mitrailleuses 
and the cannonade. A sapper has just been into 
the chapel and says that the troops have entered on 
different sides ; that they have surrounded Paris, 
and that they are about to deliver us from the 
Commune. After having drunk a glass of 'wine he 
took his post at our chapel door and began firing 
in the direction of the Eue Neuve des Mathurins. 
It is quite a punishment to us to be all kept prison- 
ers here without being able to put our heads outside. 
I have managed, however, to look out, and find to 
my sorrow that the door of another of the shops on 
the opposite side of the street has been broken in, 
the window-shutters broken, and the fragments 
scattered about the middle of the street. I hope 
they have put everything away, but I am in great 
fear that during the night the shop wiU be plun- 
dered. 

10.30 p.m. 
I have been very anxious to go and barricade the 
shop opposite that has been broken into, but I saw 
that it was utterly impossible. The balls whistled 
in the street. A sergeant has installed himself in 
the house, so I hope all will be safe. This evening 
all the inhabitants of the building met in Mr. Cook's 
apartment, and partook of a slight repast. After- 
wards we had worship, and then stayed awhile to 
talk over the perils of the day. I am much fatigued, 
but have no wish to sleep. The fusillade has di- 
minished in intensity, but the cannon still roars, 
and from time to time we hear the firing from the 
windows of the next house. The night is black and 
dark, the gas lamps are not lighted. What a day ! 
How long it has seemed ! And what anxiety ! 
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What will this night bring ? Will it be deliverance ? 
May God grant it ! Shall we be able to stir out 
to-morrow without the risk of being killed ? I am 
not able to judge, for I am not able tx) imderstand 
what has been passing in our street and what is the 
strategy of the troops. One of the soldiers, how- 
ever, assured us that they would be masters of Paris 
to-night ; but I do not see that they have stirred 
from our street. They are in force in the neighr 
bouring street, Eue d'Astoi^, and are sheltered at 
the side of the French Protestant Church opposite 
us. 

Midnight. 

Many balls have come whistUng against our 
chapel, and we hear bombs passing over the build- 
ing. We feel the uncertainty of fife, and th^-t our 
existence hangs on a thread which may be broken 
at any moment. 

May 23. 

God has kept us safely throu^ the night. I slept 
a little about two o'clock, but was much agitated. 
The fusillade and cannonade continued throughout 
the night. Tl^ soldiers have been firing close to 
my bedroom. Bullets struck our house from a bar- 
ricade jolose by Duval's, in the Eue Neuve des 
Mathurins. Mr. Bordage has succeeded in arriving 
here, and tells us that the army now occupies Batig- 
nolles. Place Clichy, the St. Lazare Eailway Station, 
&c. About three o'clock in the afternoon the firing 
slackened, and Mr. Cook and Mr. Bordage went out 
on the side already in the possession of the troops. 
At four o'clock there was a sharper fusillade than 
we had heard throughout the day. A company of 
soldiers, their commander in front, advanced to drive 
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away the insurgents; they advanced at marching 
pace notwithstanding that balls were raining in the 
street. One bullet has just struck my window 
pierced the glass, broken off a piece of stone in its 
course, and has fallen at the foot of my bureau. 
Splinters of glass fell upon the bureau iteelf. 
Happily I was not there. At five o'clock the sol- 
diers had driven away the iSistirgents from the bar- 
ri(»de, and we coidd put our noses outside. I saw 
several soldiers lying dead, and others wounded. 
Crossing the street I found the shops opposite a 
complete scene of confusion, and attempted to barri- 
cade the doors to save them from being plundered. 
At six o'clock the soldiers evacuated our street, and 
advanced towards the Madeleine, where there was a 
barricade, against which the troops have been firing 
with cannon from a barricade constructed near 
Potin's, across the Boulevard Malesherbes. At last 
they succeeded in taking the barricade near the 
Madeleine. About the same time Montmartre was 
taken. At seven o'clock, while I was at Mr. Cook's, 
the little servant of Madame Paris came in and told 
us the sad news that Madame Paris and her brother 
had both been killed. They were together in 
their apartment, and a ball came with such force 
as to pass through the brother, killing him on the 
spot, and then strike Madame Paris on the chests 
Ahe iust uttered the words, " I am dead," and sank 
lifelis on the floor. We were aU stimned with 
grief and sorrow. Madame Paris was one of the 
most earnest evax^elists in Paris. 

Wednesday, May 24. 
Mr. Cook has passed ^e night with Mr. Paris, 
who is overwhelmed with grief. At nine o'eldbk 
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Mr. Bordage and I mounted the tower. The Tuil- 
eries were in flames ! The Eue Eoyale was burning, 
and other parts of Paris were on fire ! The insur- 
gents, before retreating, have poured pel^-eteiEar TJHT 
the buildings and set them on fire. I trembled with 
horror. We went out into the boulevard. The 

• 

house next to us at the comer of the boulevard has 
been much injured, all the windows broken,' and the 
facade disfigured and broken by shells. I could 
weep without ceasing over the dead lying about in 
great numbers, the frightful ruins, the irreparable 
devastation. The Tidleries are only a smoking mass 
of ruins. A portion of the Louvre is also on fire. 
The monsters took care, in order to accomplish their 
purpose, to saturate the floors and the walls with 
petroleum. The noise of the cannon and mitrail- 
leuses still continues. Fighting is going on in the 
direction of the Faubourg Montmartre. The insur- 
gents have batteries on the Buttes Chaumont, which 
are throwing petroleum shells into the. centre of 
Paris. The soldiers are now giving no quarter, but 
shoot all who are taken ; hence the insurgents are 
fighting with the energy of despair. It is said that 
the Hotel de Ville is also on fire. This evening at 
nine o'clock — ^what a shocking spectacle ! — ^we be- 
held the sky apparently all on fire in the direction 
of the Eue de Eivoli and the Faubourg Montmartre. 
It is impossible to describe it. The flames rose to- 
wards heaven with terrible intensity. The Minist^re 
des Finances is announced on fire. One would have 
supposed it was all Paris burning. Even at this 
distance we could feel the heat. With such a sight 
around us one could well imagine the destruction of 
Sodom and Gomorrah. 



THE RED FLAG. 179 

This evening we went out to dine with Mr. Bordage. 
Mr. Cook joined us just as we were going out. 
"While Mr. Bordage and I were talking, Mr. Cook 
was arrested. He showed his papers ; but that was 
not enough, and they were about to conduct him 
away between two soldiers. A worthless concierge, 
half drunk, had said to the corporal, " You must 
take him; he'^ a disguised Englishman." Mr. 
Bordage and I both came up and bore our testimony 
as to who he was ; and, as I had my " patente" in 
my pocket : they at length yielded, and set Mr. Cook 
at liberty. I wanted them to take the concierge for 
denouncing a person without any knowledge of him, 
but the rascal had disappeared. In the present 
state of public feeling there is no telling what might 
become of anyone arrested for complicity with the 
Commune. 

All the lower part of the Boulevard Malesherbes is 
riddled with balls. We went to the Eue Eoyale. 
Some houses are still burning. Others have already 
fallen in. It is on the Faubourg St. Honor^ side 
that most injury has been done. The Eestaurant 
Weber is all in flames. They were forming the 
'' chaine" to throw water upon the fire. The Maison 
de Nouveautes at the comer of the Faubourg is 
completely demolished. Dead bodies were lying in 
the middle of the street, imder the branches of the 
trees cut down by the shells. The Eue St. Honor^ 
in the neighbourhood of the Place Vendome has 
also been much damaged. Happily, the Place Ven- 
dome was taken by the troops before the insurgents 
had time to set it on fire. We could not go into 
the Eue de Eivoli, for shells were whistling along 
the street, but from a neighbouring street we saw 
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the Tuileries. It is nothing but a great heap of 
blazing ruins ; the Pavilion d'Horloge has fallen in. 
The heat bums you even at a great distance. No 
one can go near to attempt to extinguish the flames. 
The insurgents are throwing petroleum shells upon 
the burning palace. As we were looking on in 
horror we saw smoke rising on the other side of the 
Seine. The Ministferes on fire ! Returning home 
with hearts filled with sorrow, we heard shells 
whistling overhead. In the Eue St. Roch a bomb 
burst behind us, and knocked down the comer of a 
house. As we reached our door a shell passed over 
the chapel, and fell probably in the Faubourg St. 
Honors. On entering his apartment last evening, 
M. Bordage saw that his window was broken. A 
ball had passed through and cut the candle on his 
table in two. If he had been there he woidd cer- 
tainly have been wounded, if not killed. So both at 
home and outside we have been in great peril. 
Blessed be God who has safely kept us. 

One o'clock. 

It is specially the women who are setting fire to 
the houses. Many have been taken in the act and 
shot at once. All foreigners taken with arms in 
their hands, who cannot give satisfactory explana- 
tions, are shot. Some executions took place yes- 
terday near the Caserne Pepiniere^ and in the Rue 
Godot de Mauroi. The fire in the Rue Royale is 
nearly extinguished. We shall now escape, unless 
a bomb should set fire to our quarter. 

!6vening. 

I have been to see Mr. Paris in his great grief. 
He was sitting beside his two dead, overwhelmed 
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with sorrow, but graciously sustained. A perfect 
calm is depicted on the face of Mme. Paris. Beau- 
tiful in death ! The ball, which, as I have already 
said, passed through her brother before it struck 
her, passed through the heart or lungs and came 
out at the neck. Death was instantaneous. All 
the ordinary arrangements for funerals are put out 
of course. The administration is disorganised, and 
no hearse or funeral carriage is to be had. What 
is to be done ? They are burying anywhere and 
everywhere. 

Thursday, May 26. 

At five o'clock this evening Mr. Cook and I went 
to the funeral of Madame Paris. There were many 
people assembled, and Mr. Cook conducted the ser- 
vice in a little courtyard. All were in tears. After 
waiting some time a sort of funeral cart arrived at 
the door — ^no hearse was to be had. The cart already 
contained three corpses, and was about to take up 
three more in the same street. We all counted on 
walking towards the Olichy Cemetery, but the an- 
nouncement was made that no one, not even the 
husband, would be allowed to follow. The two 
coffins were lifted in, and the cart pursued its 
mournful way. 

This evening we walked along the Eue Eoyale, 
&c. Some houses, spared before, are now on fire ; 
the same in the Faubourg St. Honor^ and the Rue 
Boissy d'Anglas. We were nearly pressed into the 
chaine^ but there were more men than were needed, 
and all the pumping did not avail to assuage the fire. 
On different sides we see first a thick smoke, then a 
brilliant flame, with tongues of fire undulating to- 
wards the sky. The Grenier d'Abondance is in 
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flames. Many houses, theatres, and churches are 
on fire. Those wretches are setting fire to the 
buildings, and destroying aU in their power, even if 
they themselves perish in the burning. Pieces of 
burnt paper from the Ministfere des Finances, obUga- 
tionSy actions de rente^ &c., are flying about in all 
directions. No one can tell where this disaster will 
stop. We can hear the cannon and fusillading in 
the distance. They say that fighting is going on in 
the Faubourg St. Antoine, and that the troops 
are nearing Belleville. The detonations of the can- 
non are frightftd. The Buttes Montmartre are firing 
on the Buttes Chaumont. Very bloody combats have I 

taken place in the Faubourg Poissonnifere. Prison- 
ers have been taken in great numbers, and among 
them pompiers who have been caught throwing 
petroleum upon the flames instead of extinguishing 
them. Women and young children are also among 
the prisoners, who are marched off between two 
ranks of soldiers, armed with revolvers to shoot any 
one who attempts to escape. Many women have 
been taken throwing petroleum into the cellars, some 
in the Boulevard Malesherbes close to us. All who 
are caught in the act are immediately shot. We see 
dead bodies lying about in the streets, and breatlie 
the exhalations arising from them. How the devil 
gloats over such scenes ! These wretched people 
would not have God. Destruction and ruia have 
been their weapons. And what destruction ! what 
ruin ! 

Friday, May 26. 
It is raining fast this morning. So much the 
better. It will help to put out the fires, for they 
have been multiplying. I am overwhelmed witli 
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grief and anguish. Who would have said, when we 
suffered so much during the siege, that we should 
have to endure sorrows a thousand times more 
poignant ? 

Saturday, May 27. 
The cannons of Montmartre (in the hands of the 
Goyemment) are firing constantly. At intervals we 
hear the fusillade in the distance. More and more 
killed and wounded. We have been to the place St. 
Georges, and saw the remnants of M. Thiers' house. 
Nothing remains but the thick outside walls above 
the first story. If reconstructed, it will have to be 
rebuilt from the very foundations. On returning I 
passed by the barrier Blanche, where a great combat 
took place. Several houses around are riddled with 
shells and balls ; the same at the Place Clichy. In 
the Eue Godot de Mauroy all was prepared by the 
insurgents for burning the houses, but the troops 
advanced so quickly that they were obliged to fly 
without having accomplished their design. We 
walked to the Palais Eoyal. Two-thirds of it are 
burnt, the Pavilion in the centre, and the left wing 
at the side of Eue de Valois. The Library of the 
Louvre, which was opposite the Palais Eoyal, is burnt, 
but the stones are not demolished as at the Tuileries. 
Thanks to the energy displayed by the troops, the 
galleries of the Louvre are saved from the fire. At 
tiie other side of the Seine,the Eue de Bac is nothing 
but a heap of stones, which are still smoking. The 
whole street is blocked with crumbling ruins. The 
part of the Eue de Lille abutting on the Eue du 
Bac is all burnt. The walls of the Caserne Napoleon 
are still standing, but the interior is all burnt. We 
were stopped to aid at the pumps, but managed to 
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escape. Passing by the quays, we saw that the mag- 
mficent buildings of the Conseil d'Etat, la Caisse des 
des Depots et Consignations, la Cour des Comptes, 
la Legion d'Honneur are nothing but smoking masses 
of dSbris. We passed at the end of the Boulevard 
St. Germain, near the Palais L^gislatif. The side 
of the palace bears traces of shells and rifle balls, but 
the palace itself has not suffered much. The Place 
de la Concorde, however, on the side of the bridge, 
bears the marks of a terrible artillery combat. The 
beautiful gas-lamps are on the ground, the balus- 
trades destroyed, the statues of the fountains are 
some without heads, others without arms, and all 
the broken pieces are scattered about the place pele 
meU. The statue of Lille is knocked down. The 
Ministfere des Finances is burnt. Men were at work 
demolishing the famous barricade at the comer of 
the Place de la Concorde and the Eue de Eivoli. It 
was impossible to cross the Eue Eoyale. Water was 
being thrown on the houses, which, one after another, 
fell in. The little Eue Eoyale Chapel, being low 
and lying behind, is said not to have suffered, not- 
withstanding that the house in front is all burnt, 
and the house at the side has fallen in. We came 
home much saddened. In the evening we went out 
to see if the sister of our pastor, M. Dugand, who, 
with many others, had been imprisoned at St. Lazare, 
was safe. Our course lay along the Faubourg St. 
Honor^, which has not suffered much, except from 
tie fall of shells. We found to our joy that M. 
Dugand's sister was again in her own house safe and 
well. She was one of six hundred imprisoned at St. 
Lazare. Daily the insurgents told them they were 
about to be shot. When the soldiers took the 



quarter they were immediately set at liberty. The 
other hostages have not been so fortunate. Many 
of them have been shot. We complained during the 
siege of want of light in the streets. Now the streets 
are sometimes completely lighted up by the glare of 
the fires. At other times it is very dark. Not a 
single gas-lamp is lighted, and there is no gas in 
the houses. I suppose the streets wiU remain in 
darkness until the gas-lamps are repaired. 

Sunday Evening. 

What a week since last Sunday ! No week during 
the siege was anything to be compared with it. My 
heart has been full of anguish. This is Whit-Sun- 
day. Oh that God may bestow on us abundantly 
the gift of the Holy Spirit ! Then I do not despair 
of the resuscitation of France and of Paris. But 
men have not been willing to acknowledge the ex- 
istence of God nor of the Holy Spirit. Hence the 
abyss of misery into which tihiey have fallea. 
Madame Sabatier this morning gave us a good 
dJjeuner, a roast with carrots. After we had finished 
she told us that it was a morsel of the horse of an 
insurgent commandant, which had been killed near 
her son's house. After breakfast I went to Taitbout 
Chapel and heard M. de Pressens^. He appeared 
wearied, and but little disposed to speak. Never- 
theless, he showed very beautifully that the bible 
contains consolations for such times of trouble. He 
besought christians to pray, and to endeavour to 
enlighten our fellow-citizens, that they may not any 
longer remain without God, and that so great a 
disaster may be repaired. Leaving the Taitbout 
Chapel, I met a company of prisoners passing along 
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the Eue Lafayette. My heart beat violently on 
seeing these poor unfortunate creatures, bareheaded, 
coats turned inside out, and marching along between 
two ranks of cavaliers, who, carbine in hand, were 
ready to fire on any who attempted to make their 
escape. I was told there were five thousand of them. 
Among them were women and children, who some- 
times were obliged to run to keep up with the rest, 
or they would have been trampled on by the horses. 
They were taken at the Buttes Chaumont yesterday 
and this morning. Most of them were of hideous 
look, yet I could not but compassionate them, not- 
withstanding their crimes. The crowd hooted them 
as they passed along. I was ready to say to the 
people around me — ^Do you think that you are less 
culpable than they ? No ; unless you repent and 
be converted. Gendarmes brought up the rear of 
the cortege. I returned home saddened, thinking 
of those poor wretched creatures, many of whom 
could not be reckoned responsible for the part they 
had taken. 

M. Scheffer preached the sermon at our service 
at Eue Eoqu^pine, and Mr. Cook administered the 
Lord's Supper. One of our people living near the 
Pantheon told us that every moment they were 
fearing that the Pantheon would be blown up, for 
they £iew it was full of gunpowder. Thanks to 
the courage of a soldier, the Pantheon, with all the 
quarter, was saved. Seeing a man in sailor's clothes 
coming up from the crypt, and divining what he 
had been doing, the soldier rushed into the crypt, 
found a slow match on fire, put it out with his foot, 
and so prevented a dire catastrophe. I went out 
with Mr. Cook, and we saw a great crowd around 
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the Magasin du Printemps. A revolver had been 
fired from one of the neighbouring houses at two 
artillery officers. One of them had only escaped 
death by means of a leathern purse in his pocket, 
which had deadened the ball. All the houses near 
were searched, and, it was said, an officer belonging 
to Dombrowski's staff, who went in and out of the 
house as if he belonged to the regular army, was 
arrested. This evening we had a delightful prayer- 
meeting. May God hear our prayers and grant us 
calm and peace ! 

Monday, May 29. 

Mr. Cook has been trying to obtain a laissez 
passer to quit Paris so as to join his wife and family 
at Jersey, but has not yet succeeded. No one is 
allowed to leave the city without a special order 
from M'Mahon. The insurrection is now com?. 
pletely at an end, and those of the insurgents. who 
fought to the last have either beeiji killed or taken 
prisoners. 

From a member of our congregation living in the 
Eue de la Yictoire we have received the following 
communication : May 26, — They fought all round 
our house from Monday morning to Tuesday even- 
ing. Our quarter was surrounded with barricades, 
one at least in each of the following streets : Eue 
de la Yictoire, near the Faubourg Montmarte, 
Chauss^e d'Antin, Eue Joubert, Eue Caumartin, 
Eue de Provence, Eue St. Georges, Eue Laffitte, 
Eue Lafayette. The barricade in the Chauss^e 
d'Antin was large and strong, as may well be sup- 
posed from the fact that, although the soldiers began 
to fire upon it on Monday evening, it was ^ot 
carried till Tuesday evening. You cannot imagine 
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what it is to hear the cannon, mitrailleuses, and 
guns almost at one's door. The cannons of the 
troops were placed in the Square of the Trinite^ near 
the church; those of the inrorgents behind the 
barricade at the comer of the Boulevards. The 
noise was Mghtftd. Our house has be^i injured 
by the shells ; but, thank God, no lives have been 
lost. Sevei-al houses in the Chauss^e d'Antin have 
been seriously damaged, the Church of the Trinite 
is injured both outside and inside. Numbers of in- 
surgents who were taken were summarily shot in 
front of the church. I cannot tell you what joy we 
all felt when we saw the real French flag. The 
army was greatly applauded throughout our quar- 
ter; cigars, wine and money were distributed to 
the soldiers ; and oranges and flowers thrown out 
at the windows. It was a horrible sight to see men 
and horses lying dfead in almost every street ; there 
were eight in the Chauss^e d' Antin, six in the 
Rue Caumartin, three in the Eue Joubert, and ever}^- 
where else in proportion. The army lost no men in 
our quarter ; but as they advanced they had much 
more to suffer, as many of the people in the fan* 
bourgs were on the side of the Commune. Even 
the women fired from the windows, and threw 
paving-stones on the soldiers' heads; and some, 
dressed in men's clothes, fought behind the barri- 
cades. The army has been obliged to take Paris 
almost street by street, the insurgents leaving one 
barricade to run to the next. To-day they are 
fighting at Belleville, the Buttes Chaumont, and the 
Faubourg St. Antoine ; and we hope that in a day 
or two all will be finished. A great number of the 
chiefs are already taken and shot. Thousands of 
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the insurgents have been killed, and ten thousands 
taken prisoners. The wives of the irisurgents, 
seeing that their husbands are lost are revenging 
themselves by poisoning our poor soldiers, givTng 
them wine in which they have put poison. "We saw 
a woman in the Chauss^e d'Antin yesterday, who 
has poisoned forty soldiers, taken to her home to be 
shot at the door of her house as an example. Four- 
teen women were shot this morning at the end of 
our street for the same cause. Six hundred women 
were taken prisoners yesterday, some of whom had 
been throwing petroleum into the cellars by the 
air-holes. Children behind them were throwing 
matches to light it. Thus several streets have been 
burnt. The insurgents have set fire to most of the 
principal monuments of the city. Some are burat 
down ; others are still burning." 

Ghantilly, June 1. 
The pompiers from Chantilly have returned ; and, 
headed by the tricolour flag, formed a procession 
through the town. They report that the fires are 
almost entirely extinguished, and say that it is 
heart-rending to see the ruins, and that no one who 
has not seen it can have any idea of the desolation 
of the city. It is said that the way into Paris will 
be opened in a day or two, and then I shall be able 
to give you my own impressions. 



Paris, June 3, 1871. 
I have this day seen the ruins of Paris ! Going 
along the Boulevard Magenta towards the Ch&teau 
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d'Eau, we saw on the right and left of the street 
bullet-holes on the houses without number; comers 
of houses broken away, and walls pierced by shells, 
the iron-work of balustrades bent or twisted, win- 
dows broken and window-frames crushed. The 
general aspect of the street, looking along its whole 
length, is not much changed, but when you pass 
the houses one by one, and look at the details of 
tiie injury, it is sad to behold. We noted in passing 
that the top of the gable of the new facade of St. 
Laurent is broken in. From one of the windows 
of ahnost every house was suspended a tricolour 
flag, and such we found afterwards was the case in 
almost every street of Paris. They most abound 
in the aristocratic quarters. In the Eue de Eivoli, 
Eue de la Paia, &c., &c., we saw a forest of flags. 
But they were not absent even from the "Red" 
districts, everyone now being anxious to show his 
decided preference for the proper Government. 
Some friends of mine told of a man who might be 
seen in the street during the reign of the Commune, 
in the dress of a National Guard, and might be 
heard advocating Communistic doctrines, and who, 
• the day after the Versailles troops entered Paris, 
donned his ordinary civil costume and appeared at 
the door of his house with his hands in his pockets. 
This may account for some of the National Guard 
who are "not in Paris," and have neither been 
wounded nor killed. 

Arrived at the Chateau d'Eau, we saw around us 
a complete scene of desolation. The Magasins 
E^unis gutted, houses in ruins, the beautiful foun- 
tains in front of ihe baixacks destroyed, marks of 
shelly ^md rifle-shots on every hand. Men were 
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hard at work demolishing the barricades, which 
were at the end of every street. This was one of 
the points where the fight was fiercest. Proceeding 
along the Boulevard Beaumarchais towards the 
Bastille, we noticed the various contrivances of each 
house — ^and the like is to be seen throughout Paris 
— ^for stopping completely the air-holes and entrances 
to the cellars, so as to prevent malicious persons 
from setting fire to the houses with petroleum. At 
the Bastille the ruin is frightful, whole houses having 
fallen in. Photographers were busy, so that those 
who cannot be eye-witnesses of the destruction will 
be able, by means of those faithful deliniations, to 
form a good idea of the amount of mischief that has 
been done. Near the Bastille, along the canal, is 
the Grenier d'Abondance, an immense range of 
warehouses, 2,300 feet long, where was stored a 
portion of the com which served as food supply for 
the people of Paris during the five months' siege. 
This larffe place is smokins: ruin, only the bare 
walls standing. The great pile wa^ still smoking, 
as were also some houses near. We made our way 
to Pfere la Chaise to see whether a little tomb in 
which we have a special interest had been injured. 
We passed by the Kue Sedaine, which bears marks 
of a terrible confiict, into the Boulevard Voltaire 
(formerly Prince Eugfene). In front of the Maine 
of the 11th Arrondissment, one of the great rallying 
points of the insurgents, were heap9 of knapsacks, 
straps, k^pis, scraps of clothing, &o. Ah ! where 
were the poor fellows who had worn them ? Turn- 
ing into Eue de la Roquette, we met Marshal 
M'Mahon, probably returning from the prison to 
his head-quarters. As we passed the point where 



192 THE RUINS 

two prisons of la Eoquette and des Jeunes Detenus 
dismally confront each other, and meditated on the 
terrible events which have taken place during the 
last few days (it was here the Archbishop of Paris, 
the cur^ of the Madeleine, and others were shot), 
we saw a company of soldiers march out of the 
prison des Jeunes Detenus and form in rank and file 
in front of la Eoquette. A good deal of interest 
was excited, and people were clustering aroaud, 
but, lest we should unwillingly "assist" at the 
execution of some poor creatures, we pursued our 
way. Happily, we found our little tomb uninjured. 
Nor did we find nearly so much havoc in the 
Cemetery as we expected. Here and there, es- 
pecially on the heights overlooking Paris, where the 
fiercest resistance was made, the tombs are chipped 
at the comers, and bear marks of rifle-shots ; ot&r- 
wise the Cemetery wears its usual appearance. A 
grand view of the city expands before you from th^ 
top of the hill above the chapel, which was remark- 
able to us from the absence of two prominent ob- 
jects — ^the central tower of the Tuileries, and the 
top of the H6tel de Ville. On our way to the 
interior of the city we passed again through the 
Place de la Bastille. The column in the centee of 
the Place, on the site of the old Bastille, is stili 
erect and surmounted with the gilt figure, but tile 
basement bears marks of a fire, and the interior, it 
is said, is burnt. Passing along the Eue St. 
Antoine, we observed right and left the marks of a 
hard street fight; the jSa^ades of the Church St. 
Antoine and another smaller church in the same 
street have been much damaged by the explosion 
of shells. Entering the , Eue de Eivoli we met a 
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re&pectably-dressed man, surrounded by soldiers, 
being marched off to prison. The poor fellow was 
deathly pale, and was probably as innocent as our- 
selves. We were now* in front of the H6tel de 
Ville, of which the walls alone remain. The older 
part in the centre has fallen in. Thankful were we 
to see the venerable pile of Notre Dame intact. We 
next vitited the HaUes Centrales, which have been 
riddled with bullets. Entering St. Eustache, where 
we " assisted " three weeks ago at a club, we saw 
that the eastern stained-glass windows were much 
broken. The exterior of the church has also been 
d^naged by bombs. Eetuming to the B.ue de 
Eivoli, aaad continuing towards the Louvre, we 
were quite saddened by the sight of the houses on 
each side, completely destroyed ea:<3ept the exterior 
walls. In some of the skeletons of apartments 
were to be seen mirrors and other articles of house- 
hold furniture wonderfully spared in the midst of 
the general conflagration. At last we were before 
the Louvre, which happily was saved, and bears 
only a few marks of shells. Through the Bue de 
Eivoli gateway we entered the Place du Carrousel, 
and gazed upon the skeleton of the Tuileries. The 
dSbria were still smoking. Passing out by the new 
Grand Archway, which is uninjured, we crossed the 
Seine, and passed the Hotel des Consignations^ 
Palais du Quai d'Orsay, and the Palais de la Legion 
d^Honneur, of all of which nothing remains but the 
outside walls. We passed close by the Corps L6gisr 
latif, the facade of which has been much injured by 
shells, and then into the Place de la Concorde. The 
damage done in this incomparable square, although 
o(wisiderable, is comparcdively small. Hete is a beaur 
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tiful fountain almost destroyed, there the statue of 
Lille broken down, and its head lying on the 
asphalt, here lamp-^osts riven in twain, there the 
tail of one of the plaster-of-Paris horses at the 
entrance of the Tuileries Gardens knocked off ; but, 
as you stand in the centre and look westward up the 
Champs Elys^es to the Arc de Triomphe, northward 
towards the Madeleine, eastward towards the gar- 
dens of the Tuileries, and southward towards the 
Corps L^gislatif, you really miss nothing from the 
grand panorama but the Tour de I'Horloge of the 
Palace of the Tuileries. As you pass along the 
Eue Eoyale, after No. 10, up to which the houses 
are intact, havoc, ruin, and desolation stare you in 
the face. The houses at the comer of the Eue 
Faubourg St. Honor^, and one of the houses at the 
comer of Eue St. Honor^, are a mass of ruins, 
piteous to behold. Far up on a wall of the sixth 
story of one of the houses, all the rest of the build- 
ing having fallen down, we could discern a dress 
and an umbrella, hanging by nails, probably the 
property of some servant-maid, who had only just 
time to escape herself. No ruins in Paris are more 
complete than those of the Eue Eoyale, except those 
of the Eue du Bac. Madame de Stael would not 
now be able to say, if asked whether she did not 
much admire the surroundings of the Lake of 
Geneva, " Yes, but not so much as Eue du Bac ! " 
We were very anxious to ascertain whether the 
little chapel in the Eue Eoyale had been injured, 
and made our way to it by the court behind. It is 
not damaged in the least ! With houses in front 
and at the side on fire, it has escaped ! reminding' 
one of the bush enveloped in flames, yet remaining 
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imeoiisiimed, or the three Hebrews who though "in 
the midst of the fire " had " no hurt." The facade 
of the Madeleine bears deep traces of the combat 
which raged so fiercely in front of the building, 
some of the magnificent fluted Corinthian columns 
being seriously chipped. There was a hot fight 
along the Boulevard Malesherbes, and most of the 
houses bear traces of it; but No. 19 has suflfered 
most, the third and fourth stories being completely 
covered with bullet-holes. The house at the comer 
of our Eue Hoqu^pine has more than two hundred 
marks of rifle-shots upon it, and the lower story has 
been much knocked about, and the beautiful mirrors 
completely smashed. I counted thirty-two marks 
of bullets upon the facade and turrets of our chapel. 
One ball has broken a comer of one of the great 
windows and buried itself in the stone so deeply 
that it will doubtless remain for years a memento of 
the eventful days of May, 1871. One bullet came 
close to my study window and chipped off a piece 
of stone. Another dashed into our balcony close 
to the drawing-room window. Another broke 
through the roof into our attic. 

We walked to the Place Yenddme. Strange to 
say, not a single house has been burnt in this centre 
of the insurgents, where their utmost vengence was 
to have been wreaked. They were, without doubt, 
surprised, and had no time to carry out their nefari- 
ous design. We observed that the bronze has been 
almost entirely stripped off the stone, and the stones 
themselves separated and distributed about the 
centre of the square previous to the reconstruction 
of the monument. Passing along the Eue Castig- 
Uone into the Eue de Eivoli, we saw what was the 
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Minifltfere des Finances a complete mass of ruins. 
Again crossing the Place de la Concorde, we ex- 
amined particularly the obelisk to see if it had been 
at all injured. It seems to me that it must hav3 
been in the direct line of fire from the barricade at 
the end of the Eue de Eivoli; and yet not an injury 
has it received except a slight shell-mark on the 
granite basement containing the inscription, just 
above the word " antiquisdmumP '* Four thousand 
years " and ^^ the oldest monument but one in the 
world " commanded respect even from the insur- 
gents ! 

Sunday, June 4. 

Feeling a particular interest in the place in which 
I began my ministry in Paris nearly nine years 
ago, I went this morning to see if I could get into 
the Eue Eoyale Chapel, having seen the outside 
yesterday. I succeeded in entering and could not 
but thank God when I found that the place which 
has to so many Methodists such hallowed associa- 
tions is all safe. Not a pane of glass has been 
broken, not a seat injured. The blessed sanctuary 
where William Toase preached for eleven years, 
where William Arthur and others ministered, and 
which, though it has passed into other hands, re- 
sounds with the same gospel, remains intact. May 
it long be a Bethel ; and, saved as by fire, may it 
still be the birthplace of souls ! 

June 6. 

The Champs Elys^es, notwithstanding all the bat- 
tering by shells, looks much the same. A few 
branches of trees have been torn down and a few 
lamp-posts injured, but the general effect is the 
same. The Arc de Triomphe, notwithstanding 
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that it has received scores of shells and has some 
of its bas-reliefs damaged, looks almost uninjured. 
But many of the houses in the Ayenue de la Grande 
Arm^e are almost in ruins, and the neighbourhood 
of the Porte Maillot is a desolation. We followed 
a crowd into a Chapelle Ardente of the Madeleine, 
and saw the coffin (draped in black velvet and 
covered with beautiful flowers) in which are the 
remains of the Abb^ Deguerry ; and at the Arch- 
evech^ in the Eue Grenelle St. Germain we saw 
the Archbishop lying in state. The body has been 
enbalmed and is dressed in gorgeous robes. The 
face did not look like death, but like a wax figure 
or what one imagines a mummy to have been. The 
interment is to take place on Wednesday next. 

June 7. 

In looking over our chapel to find other traces of 
the fierce conflict which raged in and around our 
street, I find a black mark on a stone ledge at the 
side of the principal entrance of the building, and, 
on inquiry, learn that a soldier who stood at our 
chapel-door for eight hours firing on the insurgents 
rested his gun upon this ledge to take aim and fire. 
On examining the facade of the chapel I find I 
understated last week the number of bullet marks it 
has received. The top of our turret seems to have 
been a special mark to aim at. 

The new Church St. Augustin near us, in front of 
which there was a hard and long fight, has received 
on its facade and dome many marks of shells. 
Going into the interior, we found that many of the 
stained-glass windows had been shot through. Other- 
wise the church is not damaged. Entering the 



198 THE BUINS 

Madeleine, I discovered no trace whatever of the 
terrible combat which took place when, according to 
the report, two or three hundred of the insurgents 
took refuge in the church, and were all of them shot 
or bayoneted. Not able to get into the Pare Mon- 
ceau, the gates being locked, I walked around the 
beautiful enclosure which used to be my favourite 
place of recreation, speculating upon which might 
be the spot where so many poor wretches had 
been executed. We hear that many bodies 
dug up from the fossis near the barricade are to be 
brought here and burnt. Good-bye to the Pare 
Monceau for some time as a pleasure-garden. I am 
glad, however, that any place has been chosen for 
the incineration of the corpses, for Paris, in certain 
parts of the city, is not at all sweet just now. 
Whiffs of earthy odours of decomposition meet you 
here and there, especially near the quondam barri- 
cades, and a strong oily smell, which they say is 
not uUealthy, but certaialy is sickening, tri^s your 
temper in the districts where houses have been 
burnt. The weather, fortunately, may I not say 
providentially, is cool, and an almost wintry wind 
is blowing over the city ; otherwise we might ex- 
pect a pestilence. As I pass over places where I 
saw deep trenches dug in front of the barricades 
three weeks ago, and now, from unmistakable signs, 
cannot fail to know that there are dead men under- 
neath the newly-laid road, many passages of the 
Word come to my mind : " Whoso diggeth a pit 
shall fall therein." "The heathen are sunk down 
in the pit that they made ; in the net which they 
hid is their own foot taken." "But thou, God, 
shalt bring them down into the pit of destruction ; 
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bloody and deceitful men shall not live out lialf 
their days." It^is a comfort to breathe freely again' 
in Paris, and to feeT 'some^ secmitY' fbrlife aild"t5ro- 
perty, which one never did under the reign-ofthe 
Commune. Yet never was a city more completely 
kept "down by soldiery. Patrols march along the 
streets night and day, and no one is allowed to pass 
the gates of the city after nine o'clock at night. 
Nevertheless, Paris is reviving, commerce is return- 
ing, the streets are filling, orders for goods are 
coming in fast, and the Boulevards are almost as 
gay as ever. The city, phoenix-like, is springing 
up from its ashes. The .trees have not, as in the 
Eevolution of 1848, disappeared, but, although 
here and there branches have been lopped off, still 
grace the Boulevards with their bright green foliage. 
Paris has now a grand chance — such a chance as 
a nation has never had — of rebuilding its principal 
monuments in the strength of its recuperative power. 
Most nations, which have had their chief buildings 
ruined, have had them destroyed when they have 
ceased to possess recuperative power. France, not- 
withstanding the heavy war indemnity, is rich still ; 
and has the power and the wealth to rebuild her 
capital in a style more splendid than ever. Whether 
it is wise for a nation to spend money on magnifi- 
cent buildings is a question, but nations have done 
it and will do it. One cannot but regret bitterly 
the wickedness which led to the firing of Paris, but 
as the result Paris may become grander than ever. 
Great cities owe much to great fires. What does 
not London owe to its great fire ? What will not 
Constantinople owe to its great fire of eighteen 
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months ago? As an Englishman proud of my 
country, I should not be sorry, provided it were not 
the work of incendiaries, and that in the burning 
not a single precious article or valuable paper were 
destroyed, if the whole line of buildings between 
the Bank and Charing-cross, including the Great 
Temple in the middle of St. Paul's Qiurch-yard, 
were laid low. London, with her redimdancy of 
wealth, would then build streets worthy of being 
the principal thoroughfare of the chief city of the 
world. I find a response, doubtless, in all but the 
reference to St. Paul's ; but I am free to confess 
that Sir C. Wren is no favourite of mine. He has 
left as his legacy to the City of London some few 
mediocre churches, the disfigurement by the two 
western towers of the finest ecclesiastical building 
of which London boasts, Westminster Abbey, and 
a copy (said to be an improvement) of St Peter's at 
Rome, which is a mixture of the features of a 
heathen temple and Mahommedan mosque. But 
London is not destined to have any such chance. 
Her fire-engines are such that there is no possibility 
of any fire spreading ; and, if they had gone in any 
force to Paris, much that has been destroyed under 
the smouldering ruins might have been spared. 

Now that we are aU under the fresh impression 
of horror caused by the firing of Paris, and every 
one is hurling against the perpetrators of such a 
crime unmingled indignation, there is danger lest 
we should forget that there were three (Afferent 
kinds of supporters of the Communq. The first, 
those who bond fide wished only municipal liberties 
for Paris. Those who went so far ordy with the 
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Commune^ and were moderate in their views, will 
certainly sooner or later succeed. 

"Freedom's battle, once begun, 
Bequeathed from bleeding sire to sou. 
Though often lost, is surely 'von." 

Others there were who were Communists because, 
under the teaching of the InteriiationarSocrety, they^ 
were determined.that capital shoud no longer tyran- 
nise over labour. The First Kevolution may be 
said to have been the struggle of the people against 
the nobles ; this late revolution has been a struggle 
of the employed ag^nst the employers. "We 
want," say they, ''a share in the profits." 

A third kind were desperadoes, who wished to. 
pull down every one higher than themselves ; and 
in carrying out their designs, were willing to under- 
take any desperate measure. For the last, who set 
£re to the public buildings, and employed women 
and children to pour petroleum into the houses, we 
can have no pity or compassion whatever. Yet one 
cannot but regret the indiscriminate brutal savagery 
of the soldiers during the first few days of their 
victory. One of our local preachers saw a man 
coolly pricked to death by a soldier, and then lifted 
up on the point of the bayonet for the inspection of 
the lookers on. No sympathy was evinced for the 
poor old man, and two ladies (?) suggested that the 
soldier should " chop the rat's head off ! " 

I observe in the streets of Paris the broad white 
caps of the "sisters," which for the last two months 
have been conspicuous by theii' absence, again flit- 
ting and flapping about ; and the priests, who if 
seen at all, walked along with a downcast and de- 
jected look, step out with a confident air and some- 
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what haughty mien. We are now almost certain to 
have a Monarchy again in France, and with a Mon- 
archy, protectionist duties, priestcraft, &c., and the 
education of the people in the hands of the priests, 
which means a high education for the favoured few, 
and the bulk of the people kept in ignorance. But 
how is it, if there axe so many primary schools in 
France as are reported in the year-books, that so 
many oF the people are unable to read and write ? 
The simple reason is that so the priests will it. They 
keep them ignorant under the show of instructing 
them. I have taken pains to inform myself upon 
this subject by talking with the people — "How is 
it that you cannot read or write ; did you not go to 
school when a child ? " " Oh, yes ; but the priests 
kept me all the time learning Pater Nosters and 
Ave Marias ; and so, after years at school, I left 
without knowing anything." Who will say that 
this was not done by the priests with a design of 
keeping the people ignorant, so that they may keep 
their hold on them? Indeed, I have met witii 
numerous instances which have convinced me that 
the priests designecQy keep the key of the door of 
the temple of knowledge in their own hands, that 
the people may come to them for instruction in all 
things, and may look up to them as having superior 
knowledge. In ordinary life you meet with some 
monsters, who, though instructed on certain subjects, 
will not tell you anything lest you should become 
as well-informed as they. This is the general con- 
duct of the priests. 

In the panoramic view of Paris, as seen from the 
top of our tower, I do not observe since the recent 
disasters the slightest difference, the Tuileries being 
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hidden by the Madeleine, and the H6tel de Ville by 
intervening buildings. The Napoleon statue in th^ 
Place Yendome, which I miss so much, had disap- 
peared from the view before the fall of the Com- 
mune. 

There has been much excitement to-day about 
the burial of the Archbishop, and crowds of people 
have flocked into the city. The cab fare rose 
this morning to 5f. the course, and 8f. the hour. 
We saw the procession as it made its slow way 
along the quay. There was nothing gorgeous or 
splendid, as was expected. The impression pro- 
duced by the hearse and its surroundings was that 
it was the funeral of some grand personage who had 
expressed a desire to be buried quietly, without 
pomp or show. What made it imposing was the 
number of troops who marched slowly to the sound 
of the muffled drum. The cuirassiers^ with their 
martial bearing, as the restrained horses stepped 
gently along, added greatly to the impressiveness 
of the scene. Notre Dame was surrounded with a 
compact crowd. We did not even attempt to get 
near the building. But those who were fortunate 
enough to enter describe the service as one of great 
solemnity. The ceremony was performed by the 
Bishops of Meaux, Chalons-sur-Mame, Yersailles, 
Bayeux, Nancy, and Pamiers. Marshal M'Mahon, 
Generals Vinoy, de Cissey, Trochu, Douay, Lad- 
mirault, Changamier, and the members of the 
Assembly *' assisted." The body of the Archbishop 
remained exposed in the Cathedral during the mid- 
dle of the day ; and at three o'clock, while vespers 
were chanted, was laid in the vault of the Arch- 
bishops of Paris. 
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The remnants of the barricades are, fast disappear- 
ing, and in a few days not a vestige of them mil be 
seen. Nothing but two comers at the entrance of 
the Eue de la Paix, which the demolishers were 
carting away as quickly as possible, remained this 
morning of all the fortress-like surroundings of the 
Place Vendome. Preparations were also rapidly 
advancing for the reconstruction of the Column. 
Affiches abound almost as much as in the days of 
the Commune ; but, instead of dealing in a single 
line with great questions (as for example, the 
separation of the Church from the State), in the 
fashion to which we have become accustomed of 
late, some of them are headed "Arm^e de Ver- 
sailles," and signed " M^Mahon ; " others forbid 
the sale of petroleum, and order arms to be imme- 
diately delivered up. 

The general aspect of the city is that of a rebound 
from stagnation and death to activity and life. 
There will be plenty of work for masons, carpenters, 
and glaziers for a long time to come. Foreigners 
are arriving in great numbers, and the hotels are 
filling fast. During the past two months, notwith- 
standing all that has been said about the Commune 
being sustained by the foreign element, Paris has 
had a peculiarly French appearance. It had become 
a rare thing to meet a foreigner, and especially an 
Englishman. Now the city is resuming its former 
cosmopolitan look. 

Many regrets have I heard expressed that our 
central Methodist chapel was not in the Eue Eoyale, 
or in the Boulevard Malesherbes. Such regrets 
will probably now cease as, if it had been in the 
Boulevard, it would probably have been riddled 
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with rifle shots and partially destroyed by shells, 
and, if in the Eue Eoyale, it might have been burnt 
to the ground. 

June 8. 
I have been to Asniferes. The scene of ruin is 
such as no words can describe. The houses on the 
quays are most of them destroyed, the railway 
station has been entirely demolished ; but our little 
chapel, only a stone's-thrOw from the station, and not 
fifty yards from houses that have been pounded 
with bombs, has escaped with almost no injury at 
all. A few stones chipped off, a hole in the roof, 
and a window-sill smashed, we reckon nothing, 
compared with the surrounding devastation. God 
be praised for his care over his house ! ,.j^ 

Paris, June 14, 1871. 
The great subject of conversation eveiywhere is 0>cjju 
the Ibrm of Govemmeiit which France is to Tiave. 
Thiers' speech in the Assembly last Thursday is 
highly applauded, and Thiers himself is winning 
golden opinions. The most intelligent and well-in-, 
formed are inclined to blame Thiers as indirectly 
the author of many of the misfortunes of France ; 
but with the many who know not and do not care 
to inform themselves of the words and acts of the 
now Chief of the Executive for the last thirty or 
forty years, the present only is regarded, and Thiers 
is L man of the horn-, gettm| more credit than 
he deserves. The Orleans Princes have paid their 
respects to Thiers at Yersailles, and have met the 
Comte de Chambord at Dreux ; and it is now gene- 
rally understood that the programme is Thiers, 
Dictator for two years ; then Henri V., the crown 
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r everting at his death^ as he hasjao jasiiej to the 
heir of the O rleans fainily .* But what, me anwM l^ 
of the Ee^ublic? A EepublnT fs~"not possible'in 
FSnce, there being but few Eepublieans, a nd the 
French people not being prepared for a"!Republic. 
In^France, the Bepublic always forms the stepping- 
stone to a Monarchy or an Empire. Paris is fast 
filling with strangers who have come to see the 
ruins, but, their object accomplished, they take their 
departure. Business is very dull, and shopkeepers 
complain of the want of the rush of commerce which 
they expected along with the rush of strangers. 
Active measures are being taken to prevent the 
miasma which might have poisoned the air of the 
city during the hot months-, if the corpses, hastily 
buried during that dreadful week between the 2 1 st 
and 28th of May, had been allowed to remain where 
they were at first thrown. As I passed the Pont de 
la Concorde on Monday morning last, I saw grave- 
diggers exhuming the bodies from the quays, and 
two large vans in waiting to receive their putrid de- 
posit and transport it to one of the cemeteries. It 
is sad indeed to see occasionally a poor fellow 
marched off between soldiers, for search is still being 
made in the houses for hidden insurgents. On Sun- 
day afternoon I saw a man looking the image of 
misery, walking in front of two mounted soldiers 
who followed with loaded rifles ; and on Monday 
morning in the Eue St. Honor^ I saw, conducted 
by a soldier, a walking figure above whose should- 
ers there was nothing of the " human face divine," 
but a mass of bruised and swollen flesh covered with 
blood. My blood ran cold as I passed. The trifling 

* Public political opinion, never at one stay in Paris, has con- 
siderablj changed since this letter was written. 
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remark of a Parisian who happened to be near, and 
witnessed this sight of horror, was only an index of 
the general levity and frivolity of the inhabitants of 
the city. They have neither, so far as I can see, 
been humbled by the events of the war, nor sad- 
dened by the disasters which have befallen the city. 
La Polichinelle^ (the French Punch and Judy) is as 
popular as ever, and the Boulevards are the Boule- 
vards still. 

It may comfort English people who are intending 
to take a trip to Paris to know that at present there 
is no epidemic in the city. The Commune, dirty 
as its adherents looked, has not left a legacy of 
disease, but has purged Paris of epidemics (and 
among them the small-pox) which have raged in the 
city for more than a year. 

On Sunday afternoon last a very solemn and im- 
pressive funeral service took place at Asniferes. The 
body of the poor woman who had acted as concierge 
of our chapel, and who had been killed in her cot- 
tage by a shell two or three weeks ago, was carried 
to its final resting place in the Courbevoie Cemetery. 
When the sad accident occurred bombs were rain- 
ing in Asniferes, so the disconsolate husband had 
to dig a '' narrow house" in the little garden in 
front of the cottage, awaiting quieter times for a 
funeral service. It was intended to hold the service 
in the cottage, but so many had assembled that we 
were compelled to hold it in the open air. The 
sight as we neared the humble dwelling was one to 
be remembered. There, in front of the little garden 
wall, was the exhumed coJ0&n, covered with a plain 
black cloth, and all around a numerous group of 
people, English and French, some friends of the 
deceased, others sympathisers with the bereaved 
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family. Close by the garden gate was the sorrow- 
ing husband surrounded by the four motherless 
children. Behind was the cottage, with one side 
entirely broken in by the shell which killed the 
poor woman. All were impressed and solemnised, 
and some brushed away their tears during the ser- 
vice, in which the English Congregational minister 
in Paris (the Eev. T. Baron Hart) took part. The 
procession then moved slowly along, passing near 
the Chateau de B^con, to the cemetery. Addresses 
both in French and English were delivered to the 
large company gathered around the grave ; and as 
the poor woman, thus suddenly taken away, had a 
good hope of eternal life, all were comforted with 
the words, " Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord." 

June 15. 

I regret to find that the determination to seek to 
take their revenge sooner or later on Prussia is 
again manifesting itself among the Parisians. Dur- 
ing the last two or three months the talk has all 
been about the Commune, but now you hear every- 
where the expression of a resolve to bide their time 
for vengeance. And it is not, like the usual ner- 
vous utterances of Parisians, a flighty and enthusi- 
astic expression, but the sullen and moody telling 
of a deeply-formed purpose, like a German or 
English resolve of revenge. Alas for France, and 
alas for the hope of the peace of Europe ! 

France is adopting, as every one from the begin- 
ning of the war foresaw would be the case^ the 
Prussian system, and ordering compulsory military 
service for every Frenchman. This is, without 
doubt, the most disastrous result of tiie waiy afid 
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w\]] flo more than fmytHtfi;r else t^ -tbpow^^Jback. the 
civilisation of Europe. With a nation lik e^Pruss ia, 
i^hqs6_aQiia Jtre stoHd a^^ it is not dan- 

gerous to enforce military service, and make every 
man a soldier ; but with such an excitable nation as 
the French, universal instruction in the use of arms 
wiir be fraught with the greatest peril. Hig}i- 
spirited, proud, and susceptible, they will be always 
&iding a castts hell% "and good-bye to the idea of 
European peace ! German ofl&cers have again and 
again expressed to friends of mine their surprise to 
fiid that French people are not, as they supposed 
them, a military people ; that, instead of finding 
every French peasant burning with the military 
spirit, they have found them plodding along in 
blouses, anxious above all for peace, and to be 
allowed to pursue quietly their rustic life. All will 
be altered now; and Germany, when within the 
next few years she again encounters France in 
arms, will find her a very different foe from the 
France of 1870; and who knows but that, before 
the end of this century, there may be a similar 
triumph in Paris to that which is now being cele- 
brated in Berlin? I vainly hoped that France 
would feel herself fairly beaten and be willing to 
accept her inferior position in Europe, regarding it 
as the result of what Frenchmen call la force majeure. 
But no ; wherever I go I hear the same language 
— a willingness to make any sacrifice, no matter 
how great, to be revenged on Prussia. They say, 
one and all, if peace had been made on reasonable 
terms after Sedan, France and Germany would have 
been friends ; but now that Germany in the hour 
of her victory has imposed such hard terms of peace. 
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a spirit of implacable hatred and revenge has been 
aroused, which can only be satisfied by an attempt 
at retaliation. It is most sadly ominous for the 
future that Parisians, borrowing a feature entirely 
foreign to themselves, but characteristic of the Ger- 
mans ever since Tacitus wrote his graphic descrip- 
tion of them in his " Germania," say gloomily that 
France must have her revenge, even if she should 
have to wait a century for it. Such is Europe in 
the nineteenth century of the Christian era ! 

One great subject of conversation in Paris is 
Trochu's speech in the Assembly. Parisians gene- 
rally consider his cause not proven, and think that 
if the city had been fortunate enough to have a 
more energetic governor, things might have been 
very diflferent. Napoleon I. used to say to his 
generals, " I will give you anything but time," and 
so succeeded. Trochu seems to have been im- 
pressed with the Arab motto, "There will be 
another day to-morrow," and so failed. In one 
point, however, Parisians entirely agree with 
Trochu, that the second siege was a natural sequence 
of the first, and that so the Germans were indirectly 
the cause of the excesses of the Commune. 

The Sieck gives an instance of the summary exe- 
cution of an innocent man (doubtless one out of 
many) during that terrible week between the 21st 
and 28th of May:— 

" Everybody remembered that several journal an- 
nounced the death of Billioray , member of the Com- 
mune, arrested on the 26th May in the Avenue la 
Bourdonnaye, and shot at the Military School. It 
is now well known that Billioray was not taken until 
a few days ago, and that he is at Versailles awaiting 
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his trial. Here are the details of the execution of 
the poor fellow who was the victim of his likeness 
to Billioray. On the 26th of May, about half-past 
two in the afternoon, an individual tolerably well 
dressed, walking along the Avenue la Bourdonnaye, 
was surrounded by a crowd shouting, ^ It is Billio- 
ray, member of the Commune.' A patrol of the 6th 
of the Une, who happened to be passing in that di- 
rection, arrested the so-called BiUioray, and con- 
ducted him to the Military School. The crowd fol- 
lowed, shouting, ' It's BiUioray.' The poor fellow 
protested, but the shouts drowned his voice. The 
officer before whom he was conducted, convinced of 
his identity by so many witnesses, ordered his im- 
mediate execution. ' But I swear that I am not 
Billioray,' said the unfortunate man, ' I am Con- 
stant, and live very near here, at Gros-Caillou ; go 
and ask my neighbours.' ' He is lying, the coward,' 
vociferated the bystanders ; ' he is Billioray, we're 
sure.' And a crowd of people who had never in 
their, lives seen the member of the Commune, cried 
aloud, ' It's Billioray.' The officer gave the order 
to execute the poor man, who, struggling in vain, 
was seized and shot at once. In the evening, the 
body, with many others, was sent to Issy to be 
buried. Now that the true BiUioray is arrested, 
the sad and fatal mistake is sufficiently evident, and 
papers, found upon the unfortyinate man who was 
shot, prove that his name was reaUy Constant, and 
that he was an honourable citizen, a Bather of a 
family, and a hosier by trade, who had taken no 
part whatever in the poUtics of the day." 

Last evening there was a gathering of represen- 
tatives of the English in Paris at the Cercle dei 
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Chemins-de-fer in the Eue Michaudiere to do honour 
to the Eev. Dr. Smyth, who has remained unflinch- 
ingly at his post in the English Church, Avenue 
Marbeuf, during the two sieges, and is now about 
to leave Paris. Lord Lyons and two of the secre- 
taries of the British Embassy were present ; the 
medical profession was represented by Drs. Herbert, 
Shrimpton, and Cormack ; and the English churches, 
the Congregational and Wesleyan chapels, by their 
respective ministers. According to the wont of 
Englishmen, we dined together, and many were the 
good wishes expressed for the future happiness and 
welfare of the honoured clergyman, whose name 
will long be remembered with atfection by the 
English poor in Paiis. 

Frenchmen, although fully aware of the great 
burden they must bear through increased taxation 
for many years, are full of hope that their country 
will easily get over its financial difficulties. France 
is oi^e of the richest countries in Europe, and can 
bear a heavy taxation. It is a question for time to 
settle how far the restoration of protectionist duties 
will hinder its commercial prosperity. In ordinary 
years France grows enough com and more than 
enough wine and oil for its inhabitants. Its best 
wines, silks, and articles de Paris other nations will 
have at whatever cost. A few years of peace, and 
France will have righted herself. 



P.8. — April 11th, 1872. Subsequent events 
have justified every one's expectations. France is 
not dead nor dying. Although scarcely a year has 
elapsed, she is really stronger to-day than before 
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the war. Her return to prosperity, in so short a 
time, after events so disastrous, is simply marvellous. 
Oh that in her returning prosperity she may re- 
member God! 

/ have preferred to reprint these letters just as they 
appeared in the '' WatchmaUj^^ resisting the strong 
temptation to remodel them in the light which has since 
been thrown upon so important and eventful an episode 
in French history. The only alteration is in Mr. Jon- 
athan HolderCs account of his escape from Paris after 
its investment by the German army^ which is here given 
in his own words. W. G. 



JOHN HOWITT, PEINTER, NOTTINGHAM. 



